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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Whe.'i I presented my coUection of Birds to tlio Zoological Society, Mr. 
Gould kindly undertook to furnish me with descriptions of the uew species and 
names of those already known. This lie has performed, but owing to the hurry, 
consaiuent on his departure for Australia, — an expedition from which the scieuce 
of Ornithology will derive such great advantages, — he was compelled to leave 
some part of liis manuscript so fur incomplete, that without the possibility of 
personal cornmnnicatioii with him. 1 was left in doubt on some essential points, 
Mr. George Robert Gray, the ornithological assistant in tlie Zoological depart- 
ment of the British Museum, has in the most obligiog manner undertaken to 
obviate this difficulty, by furnishing me with infonuation with respect to some 
parts of the g;eneral arrangement, and Likewise on that most intricate subject, — 
tlie knowledge of what species have already been described, and the use of proper 
generic terms. I shall endeavour in every part of the text to refer to Mr. G. R. 
Gray's assistance, where 1 have used It. As some of Mr. Gould's descriptions 
appeared to me brief. I have enlarged them, hut have always endeavoured to retain 
his specific character; so that, by this means, I trust 1 shall not throw any 
obscurity ou what he considers the essmitial diaructer in each case ; but at the 
same time, I hope, that these additional remarks may render the work more 
complete. 

The accompanying illustratious, which are fifty in number, were taken from 
sketches made by Mr. Gould himself, and executed on stone by Mrs. Gould, with 
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that admirable success, which has attended all her works. They are all of the 
natural eize with the exception of four raptorial birds, a goose and a species of 
Rliea. As the dimensions of these latter birds are given, their proportional 
reduction will readily be seen. I had originally intended to bare added tlte initial 
letter of my name to the account of the habits and ranges, and that of Mr. Gould's 
to the description of the genera and species ; but as it may be known (bat he is 
responsible for the latter, aud myself for tbe former, this appeared to me useless ; 
and 1 have, therefore, thought it better to incorporate all general remarks in my 
own name, stating on every occasion my autbority, so that wherever tbe personal 
pronoun is used it refers to myself. Finally, I must remark, that after the 
excellent dissertation, now in the course of publication, on the habits and distri- 
bution of the birds of South America by M. Alcide D’Orbigtiy, in which be has 
combined bis own extended observations witJi those of Azara, my endeavour to 
add anything to ont information on this subject, may at first be thought super- 
fluous. But as during the Beagle's voyage, I visitoil some portions of America 
south of tbe range of M. D’Orbigny's travels, 1 shall relate in order tlie few facts, 
which I have been enabled to collect together ; and these, if not new, may at least 
lend to confirm former accounts. I have, however, thought myself obliged to omit 
some parts, which otherwise I sliould linve given ; and, after having read the pub- 
lished portion of M. D’Otbigny's great work, I liave corrected some errors, into 
which I had fallen. I have not, however, altered any thing simply because it 
differs from what tUut gentleman may have written ; but only where I have been 
convinced that my means of observation were inferior to his. 
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Family— VULTURIDiR. 
Sarcoramphus gryphcs, Donay. 
Vultiu OTpbus, imn. 



CoDdor of the inbabitADto of 'sooth AmcricA. 

Tke Condor is known to hare o wide moge, Ijoing found on tfao west coast of 
Sooth i^merica, from the Strait of Magellan, throoghout the range of the Cordil- 
lera, ns far. according to M. D'Orbigny, as 8“ north latitude. On tho Patagonian 
shore, the steep ciiff near the moulli of the Rio Negro, in latitude 41°, was the 
most northern point wliero 1 ever saw these birds, or heard of their existence ; 
and they have there wandered about four hundred miieafrom Uie great central line 
of their habitation iu the Andes. Farther south, among tlie bold precipices whicli 
form the head of Port Desire, they are not uncommon; yet only a few stragglers 
occasionally visit the sea-coast, A liue of cliff near the mouth of the Santa 
Cruz is frciiuented by these birds, and about eighty miles up the river, wliere the 
sides of the valley were formed by steep basaltic precipices, tlie Condor again 
appeared, althougli iu the intermediate apace not one bad been seen. From 
these and similar facts, I believe that the presence of this bird is chiefly determined 
by the occurrence of perpendicular clitTs. In Patagonia the Condors, either 
by pairs or many together, both sleep and breed on tho same overhanging 
ledges. In Chile, however, during the greater part of the year, they haunt the 
lower country, near the sliorcs of the Pacific, and at night several roost in 
one tree ; but in the early part of summer they retire to the most inaccessible 
parts of tlie inner Cordillera, there to breed in peace. 
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With respect to their propagBtion, I was told by the conniry people in 
Chile, that the Condor makes no sort of nest, but iu the months of NoTcmber 
and December, lays two lai^ white eggs on a shelf of bare rock. Certaiuly, ou 
the Patagonian coast, 1 could not see any sort of nest among the cliffs, where 
the young ones were standing. I was told that the young Condor* could 
not tiy for a whole year, but this probably was a mistake, since M. D'Orbigny 
says they take to the wing in about a month and a half after being hatched. 
On tlic fifth of March (corres]>onding to out September), I saw a young bird at 
Concepcion, which, though in size only little inferior to a fuU-gtown oac, was 
completely covered by down, like that of a gosling, btit of a blackish colour. 

I can, however, scarcely believe that this bird could have- used, for some months 
subsequently, its wings for flight. After the period when the young Coudor 
ran fly, apparently as well ns the old birds, they yet remain (as I observed 
in Patagonia) botli roosting at niglit on the same ledge, and hunting by day 
with their pitreiils : but before the young bird has the ruff round its neck 
white, it may often be seen bunting by itself. At the mouth of the Santa Cruz, 
during part of April and May, a pair of old birds might be seen every day, 
either {rerched on a certain ledge, or sailing about in company with a single 
young one, which latter, though full fledged, had not its ruff white. 

The Condors generally live by pairs; but among the basaltic cliffs of the 
plains, high np the river Santa Cruz, I found a spot where scores must usually 
haunt. They were not shy; and oncoming suddenly to the brow of the precipice, 
it was a fine sight to see holweeo twenty and thirty of these great* birds start 
heavily from their resting place, and wheel away in majestic circles. From the 
large quantity of dung on the rocks, they must have long frojiicnled this clifl'; 
and probably they bolli roost and breed there. Having gorged themselves with 
carrion on the plains helow, they retire to thcau favourite ledges to digest llicir 
food in quietness. From these facts, the Condor mast, to a certain degree be 
considered, like the Gallimizo iCalhartes alratns). a gregarious bird. In tl.is part 
of the country tJicy live almost entirely on the guauacoes, which either have 
died a natural death, or, as more commonly happens, have been killed by the 
pumas. I believe, from what 1 saw in Patagonia, that they do not. on ordmary 
occasions, extend their daily escursions to any great distance from their regular 
sleeping places. 

Tlie condors may oftentimes be seen at a great height, soaring over a certain 
spot in the most graceful spires mid circles. On some occasions 1 am sure that they 
do this for their sport ; but on others, the Cliileno countryman tells you, that they 
are watching a dying animal, or the puma devouring its prey. If the condors 
* ImeMUicdivpMlmra. wUth IlilledtlMti: it tip to dp of wing, eiglil «ad » iiJf (set; oml 



glide dorni, and then suddenly all rise togethtr, the Chiieno knows that it is the 
puma, which, watching the carrass. has sprung out to drive away the robbers. 
Besides feedieg on carrion, the condors freqitently attack young goats and 
lambs. Hence the shepherds train tlicir dogs, the moment the enemy passes 
over, to run out. and looking upwards, to bark violently. The Cliilenca destroy 
and catch numbers : two methods are used : one is to place a carcass within an 
enclosure of sticks on a level piece of ground, and when the condors have gorged 
themselves to gallop op on horseback to the entrance, and thus enclose them ; for 
wlinn this bird has not apace to run, it cannot give its body sufficient momentum 
to rise from the ground. The second method is to mark the treas in which, fre- 
quently to the number of five or six, they roost together, and tlicii at night to climb 
up and noose them ; they are such heavy sleepers, as I have myself wimessed, that 
this is not a difficult task. At Valparaiso I have seen a living condor sold for 
sixpence, bat the common price is eight or ten shillings. One which I saw 
brought in for sale, had been lashed with a rope, and was much injured; but 
the moment the line was rut by which its bill was secured, it began, although 
surrounded by people, ravetiously to tear a piece of carrion. In a garden at the 
same place, between twenty and thirty of these birds were kept olive ; they 
were fed only once a week, yet they apjwnted to be in pretty good lieallh.* 
Tlie Clideno countrymen assert, that the condor will live and retain its powers 
between live and six weeks without outing : I cannot answer for the truth of this 
fact, but it is a cruel experiment, whicli very likely has been tried. 

Wiieii uu animal is killed in this country, it is well known tliat the condors, 
like other carrion vultures, gain the intelligence and congregnte in a manner 
which often appears inexplicable. In most cases, it must not be overlooked, 
that the birds have discovered their prey, and have picked the skeleton clean, 
before the llesh is in the least degree tainted. Remembering the opinion of 
M, Audubon on the deficient smelling [lowers of such birds, 1 1 tried in the above 
mentioned garden, the following experiment. The condors were lied, each by a 
rope, in a long row at the bottom of a wall. Having folded a piece of meat in 
white paper, I walked backwards and forwards, carrying it in my hand at ihu 

(if >~At. IlliC. New S«r. Tcd. i. p. SSS.) has demooEtTmted fnioi t}ie dewIcpEd term of tho Dl&otoiy 
Mrvw, that itiu bird inuac poeBou an acatc acnae of amclL It waa mnitirmfd on tha mine oToning, in a oora- 

boiog buried tiil xitof smelt ofleadvolj, tboEO birds coogregawd it, noiobaa on the roof of tbe boow. Thie 
inotonra' appinra quitu oocelodvo, u it vru omain, Irom tho coutmdtion of the buidiuga, that thty moat iiBTO 
gained tbe iotuiUgeuco by tlie soiiBi; of oiuotl idonc. and not by (hat of dgliL It would appmt from tlio vanoua 
facta recorded, that carrion-feedieg luawka poasesa both satM^ in ft very high degtav. 
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distance of about three yards from them ; but no notice whateYerwae taken of it. I 
tlicn tiitcw it on the ground within one yard of an old cock bird; be looked at it fora 
moment with attention, but then r^arded it no more. With a stick I pushed it 
closer Bud closer, until at last he touched it with hia beak ; the paper wus ilicn 
instantly torn off with fury, and at the same moment every bird in the long row 
began struggling and flapping its wings, Under the same eircumstanccs. it 
would have been quite impossible to liavo deceived a dog, 

When tbe condors in a flock are wheeling round and round any spot, tiieir 
flight is beautiful. Except when they rise from the ground, 1 do not recollect 
ever to have seen one flap its wings. Neat Lima. I watched several of these 
birds for a quarter and hall'-an-hour, without once taking off my eyes. They 
moved in large curvea, sweeping in circles, descending and ascending witliout 
once flapping. As several glided close over my head, I intently watched, from 
an oblique position, the sepnrale and terminal feathers of the wiogj if there 
had been tbe least vibratory movement, tlciT outlines would have beeu blended 
together, but they were seen distinct against the blue sky. The head and neck 
were moved frequently, and apparently with force. If tlie bird wished to 
descend, the wings were for a moment collapsed ; and then, when again 
expanded with an altered iuclination, the momentum gained by the rapid 
descent, seemed to urge the bird upwards, with the even and steady movement 
of a paper kite. It was a beautiful spectacle thus to bohold these great vultures 
bour after hour, without any apparent exertion, wheeling and gliding over moun- 

In the garden at Valparaiso, where so many condors were kept alive, 1 
observed that all the hens hud the iris of their eyes bright red, but the cocks 
yellowish-brown. In a yoong bird, whose back was brown, and ruff not white, 
(but which must have been at least nearly a year old, as it was then the spring) I 
observed that the eye was dark brown : upon exuiuinaflon after death, this 
proved to be a female, and therefore 1 suppose the colour of tbe iris changes at 
tire same time with tbe plumage. 
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1. Catii*btes athatW. Rich, and Swain. 

Cathilrtefl arufan, I^Orhiffny. Voy. Oir. 

jMa, Jardin^t WiUoD, Tcd. iH. p. Vi6. 

Sofuipartii List, p. 1. 

0«innuA w Coer¥B of Uto Spaiiiili inhaViiuU of Americn ; ud lUiclc Tnltore or CAmon Crow of tie 

These birds, 1 beliere, are never found farther south, than the neighbourtiood 
of the Kio Nepo, in latitude 41°: 1 never saw one in southern Patagonia, or 
in Tierta del Fuego. They appear to prefer damp places, e8[iecially the vicinity 
of rivers ; and thus, altliough abundant both at the Rio Nepo and Colorado, 
they aro not found on the intermediate plains. Arara* states, that there existed 
a tradition in his time, that on the first arrival of the Spaniards in the Plata, 
these birds were not found in the neiglibourhood of Monte Video, but tliat 
they subaeipiently followed tlie inbabitants from more nortbem districts. 
M. Al. D'Orbigny, in reference to this statement, observes that these vultures, 
although common on the northern bonk of the Plata, and likewise on the 
rivers south of it, are not found in tlic oeighbourliood of Buenos Ayres, where 
the immense slaughtering cstablishiacnts arc attended by infinite numbers of 
Polyboti andgulls. M. D'Otbigny supposes that tlieir absence is owing to the 
scarcity of trees and bushes in the Pampas ; but this view, 1 think, will lionlly 
hold good, inasmuch as the country near Bahia Blanca, whore the Gallinazo 
(together with the carrion-feeding goll) is common, is as bare, if not more so, 
than the plains near Buenos Ayres. I hnre never seen the Gallinazo in Chile ; 
and Molina, who was aware of the difference between the C. atralua and C. nttra, 
has not noticed it; yet. on the opposite side of the Cordillera, near Mendoza, 
it is commou. They do not occur in Cliiloe, or on the west coast of the eon- 
tluent south of that island. In Wilson’s Ornithology it is said that " the carrion 
crow (as this bird is called in the United States) is seldom found on the 
Atlautio to the northward of Newborn, lat. 35° North Carolina.'' But in 
Richardson's “ Fauna Borcali-Americana,” it is mentioned, on the authority of 
Mr. David Donglas, that on die Pacific side of the coutinent. it is common on 
the marshy islands of the Columbia, and in the ceighboarbood of Lewis’s and 
Clark's rivets (45° — 47° N.) It has, therefore, a wider range in the nortliem 
* Vayigo dAU rAmeriqur Hnidioulu, vul. iil {i. It, 
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than in the southern half of the continent. These rultnres certainly are 
gregarious ; for they seem to have pleasure in each other's society, tuiri are not 
solely brought together by the attraction of a common prey. On a fine day, 
a flock may often be seen at a great height ; each bird wUeeling round and 
round in the most graceful evolutions. Tliis is evidently done for ibeir sport ; 
or. perhaps, is connected (for a similar habit may sometimes l»e observed diir- 
ing the breeding season amongst our common rooks) with their matrimonial 
aUiances. 



2, Cathaates a 



Vultui anlA, Liniu 

, Jsr<Hnfi WiUm, W. Bi. p. SSS. 

VoHiir joU, Jlfnlaa, Cuniprailo ih ^ Biyno fle CBUb, vo5 i, p. S»S- 

Tuikuy-lrtiB»i>I »ad Canion Cnur of tbo Englisli is Amenci. 

This bird has a wide geographical range, being fouud from 55° S. to Nova 
Scotia (according to Wilson, in Jardiiie's edition, vol. iil. p. J51,) io d6 K. ; 
or exactly one hundred degrees of latitude. Its lessor range in Norlliem than 
in Southern America is probably due to the more excessive nature of the climate 
in the former hemisphere. It is said to be partly migatory during winter, in the 
Northern and even in the Middle States, and likewise on tlie shores of the Pacific. 
The C. aura is found iu the extreme parts of Tierra del Fuego, and on the 
indented coast, covered with thick forests, of West Patagonia, (but not on the 
arid plains of Eastern Patagonia,) in Chile, where it is called Jote, in Peru, m 
the West Indies ; and, according to Wilson, it remains even during winter, in 
New Jersey and Delaware, latitude 40°. It and one of llie family of Polyhorin* 
are the only two canion-feediog hawks, which have found their way to the 
Falkland Islands. The Turkey buzzard, as it U geaernlly called by the English, 
may be recognized at a great distance from its lofty, soaring and most graceful 
flight- It is generally solitary, or, at most, sweeps over the country in pairs. 
In Tierra del Fuego. und on tlie west coast of Patagonia, it must Uve exclusively 
on what the sea throws up, and on dead seuls ; wherever these animals in 
herds were sleeping on the beach, there this vulture might be seen, patiently 
standing on some neighbouring rock. At the Falkland Islands it was tolerably 
common : but sometimes there would not he a single one near the settlement for 
several days together, and then many would suddenly appear. They were 
usually shy ; a disposition which is remarkable, as being different from that 
of almost every oilier bird in this Archipelago. May we infer from this 
that they are migratory, like those of the northern hemisphere? In a foroale 
specimen killed there, the skin of the head was intermediate in colour between 
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“ scarlet and cochineal red,"* and the iri» dark-colourcd, D'Orbigny describes 
the iris as being bright scarlet ; whilst Azara says it is “ jautie Uger.” Is tiiU 
dilference owing to the sex and age, as certainly is the case with the condors ? 
As a considerable degree of confusion has prevailed in the synonyms of this 
and the foregoing species, caused apparently by a doubt to which of them 
Molina applied the name of JoU, I would wish to call attention to the fact, that 
at the present time the C. aura in Chile goes by the name of Jote. Moreover. 
I tliiuk. Molina’s description by itself might have decided the question; he says, 
ilie head of the Vnllnr jnia is naked, and covered only with a wrinkled and 
lediluh (roxiza) skin. 



Family— FALCONID.T:. 
Si'b-Fam. POLYBORlNiB, Smiiiu. 

(CABKKiilir, D'OrUgny.) 

PoLYBOUVS Bbasiliensis. Stvaiv.i. 



uriiu. 



ot ibo inltobiuims of 



This is one of the commonest birds in South Aiiiorica, and has a wide geographi- 
cal range. It is fnnnd in Mexico and in the West Indies. It is also, according 
to M, Audubon, an occasional visitant to tlie Floridas ; it lakes its name from 
Brazil, but is no where so common as on the grassy savannahs of La Plata. 
It gcaorally follows man, but is sometimes found even on the most desert plains 
of Patagonia : in the northern pnrt of that region, numbers constantly attended 
the line of road between the Rio Negro and the Colorado, to devour the carcasses 
of the animals which chanced to perish from fatigue. Although abundant on the 
open plains of this easlera portion of the continent, and likewise on the rocky 
and barren slrores of the Piu ifie, nevertheless it inhabits the bordersof the damp and 
impervious forests of Tierra del Fut go and of the broken coast of West Patagonia, 
even ns far south us Cape Hoia. Tha Carranchas (as tlio Polgbams liicuilitiisis 
is called in La Plata) together with the i*. ehimnn^ot, attend in great numbers 
the estancias and slaughtering houses iu the neighbourhood of the Plntn. If an 

“ In thii work, wbonpvcr the [xirtkahu Danu ut any onlmu b given, n it it -placed witiiiii comnaa, it 
iieiiUea, that it it teion faun comparitoo with Tauich 87™* edUiun irf Wotiujr'B Nonicsilataw of Colotut, 

t ifiVratw Cimun^ of thia work. 
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animni dies in the plnin, the Catharla almlus or Gullinazo commences the feast, 
and then these two carrion-feeding hawks pick the bones clean. Although 
belongin'; to closely allied genera, and thus cnmraonly feeding together, they are 
far from being friends. When tlio Carrancha is quietly seated ou the branch of a 
tree, or on the ground, the CLimango often continues flying backwards and for- 
wards for a long lime, up and down in a semicircle, trying each lime, at the bottom 
of the curve, to strike its larger relative. The Curmneba takes little notice, cacept 
by bobbing iu head. Although the Carranchas frequently assemble in numbere, 
they arc not gregarious ; for in desert places they way be seen solitary, or more 
commonly by pairs. Besides the carrion of large auimals, these birds frequent 
the borders of streams ami tlie sen-beach, for the sake of picking up whatever the 
waters may cast on shore. In Tierra del Fuego, and on the west coast of 
Patagonia, they must live almost exclusively on this last means of supply. 

The Carranchas are said to be very crafty, and to steal great numbers of 
eggs ; they attempt also, together with the Chimaogo, to pick the scabs off the 
sore backs of both horses and moles. On the one Loud, the poor animal, 
willi its ears down and its back arched ; and, on the other, the hovering bird, 
eyeing at the distance of a yard, the disgusting morsel, form a picture which has 
been doscribod by Captain Uead with his own peculiar spirit and accuracy. 
The Carranchas kill wounded animalB ; but Mr. Dynoe- (the surgeon of the 
Beagle) saw one seize in the air a live partridge, which, however, escaped, and 
was for some time chiised on the ground. 1 believe tliis circumstance is very 
unusual : at all events there is no doubt that the thief part of their susteiiauce is 
derived from carrion. A person will discover their Hrcrojihagovs habits by 
walking out on one of the desolate pluiiis, and there lying down to sleep : when 
he awakes, he will see on each surrounding hillock, one of these birds patiently 
watching him with an evil eye. It is a feature in the landscape of these countries, 
which will be recognised by every one who has wandered over them. If a party 
goes out hunting with dogs and horses, it will be accompanied daring the day, by 
several of tlicse attendants. Tlio uncovered craw of the Carrancha, after feeding, 
protrudes from its brea.st ; at such times it is, and indeed generally, an inactive, 
tame, and cowardly bird. Its flight is generally heavy and slow, like that of the 
English carrion crow, whose jdace it so well supplies in America. It seldom soars ; 
but I have twice seen one at a great height gliding through the air with much 
ease. It runs (in conlradisliuction to hopping), b\it not quite so quickly as some 
of its congeners. At tunes the Carrancha is noisy, but is not generelly so ; its 
cry is loud, very harsh and peculiar, niul may be compared to the sound of the 
Spanish guttural g, followed by a rougli double r r. Perhaps the Spaniards of 
Buenos Ayres, from this cause, have called it Carraneba. Molina, who says it is 
called Thatu in Chile, states, that when uttering this cry. it elevates its head 
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higher and higher, till at last, with its beak wide open, the crown almost taoches 
the lower part of the back. This fact, which has been doubted, ia true ; for I have 
myself several times scon them with their heads backwards, in a completely 
inverted position. Tiio Carrancha builds a large coarse nest, either in a 
low cliff, or in a bush or lofty tree. To these observations I may add, on 
the high authority of Azara, whose atatoments have lately been so fiilly 
confirmed by M- D'Orbigny. that llie Carrancliu feeds on worms, shells, slugs, 
gtasslioppcrs, and frogs; that it destroys young lambs by tearing the umbilical 
cord : and that it pursues the fiallinazos and gulls which attend the slaugbtering- 
houses, till these birds are compelled to vomit up any turrion they may 
have lately gorged. Lastly, Azara states that several Cnrmnchas, five or six 
together, will unite in ebuse of lurge binis. even such ns herons. All these facts 
show that it is a bird of very versatile hnblls and considerable ingenuity. 

I am led to suppose that the young Irirds of this species sometimes congre- 
gate together. On the plains of Santa Cruz (lat. 50° S. in 1‘atagonia), I suw in 
the month of April, or early notiimn, between twenty and thirty Polybori, which 
I at first thought would form a species distinct from P. JJrasititnsia. Amongst 
those I killed, there were some of both sexes ; but the overiiim in tlio buns was 
only slightly granular. The plumage of the different iudividuals was nearly 
similar; and in none appeared like that of no adult bird, although certainly 
uot uf a very young uuc. Having mentioned these circumstances to Mr. 
Gould, ho likewise Busprx:tc(l it would form a new species ; but the differences 
appear so trifling between it and the specimens uf young birds in the British 
Museum and in tlie Museum of the Zoological Society, and likewise of the figure 
of a young bird given by Spix, (Avium Species Novoe, vol. i. p. 3.], that I have 
thought it advisable merely to allude to the circumstance. In my specimen, 
which is a cock, the head, instead of being of a dark brown, which is the usual 
character of even very immature birds, is of a pule rusty brown. The bill and 
cere are less produced than in the adult P. Brtaiiieiiiis ; and the cere is of a 
bcjgliter colour, than what appears to be usual in the young of this species. In 
other respects there ia such a perfect similarity betweeu them, that I do not 
hesitate to consider my specimen ns a young bird of the P. Brasitiriuit in one 
of its stales of change ; — and to be subject to great vuriation of plumuge during 
grovtth, is known to be a character common to the birds of this sub-fnmily. It 
may. however, possibly be some variety of the P. Brasilieitsii, for this bird seems 
subject to variation : Azara (Voyage dans I'Amdrique MiriJionale. vol. ill. p. .15.) 
remarks. " II y a dcs individus dont Ics Icintcs soot plus fuibles, ou d’lm brun 
jiile, avec dcs taches sur la poitrine, et d'aiitres qui ont des couleurs plus fouc^es ; 
j'ai d^crit ceux qui tiennent le milieu entre )es uns et les autres.” 

I have myself more iban once observed a single very pale-coloured bird, in 
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form like the P. Bra$ilieHaU. mingled with the other carrion-feeding hawks nti tlie 
banks of tlie Plata; and tliere is now in the British JIuseirai a specimen, which 
may be considered as partly an albino. Spin, on the other hand, (Ayinm Species 
Nov®, p. 3.) has described some specimens from the coast of Brazil, as being 
remarkable from the darkness of the plumage of their wings. 



Milv/voo, Spix. 

Several new genera have lately been established to receive certain species 
of the sub-family of Polphorina, and consequently great eonfuaion ejciata in 
their arrangement. Mr, George B. Gray hns been kind enough to give me the 
following observations, by which it appears he has clearly made nut, that Spix’s 
genus Mih-ago, is lliat which ought to be retained. M. D’Orbigny has made 
two sections io the genus Potyborus, according as the craw is covered with 
feathers, or is naked, and he states that Uic P. Braailieiuii is the only species 
which comes within the latter division ; bat we shall afterwards see that the 
Fako Noi>a Zdandia, Aiict. (the Milvago leucuras of this work) has a naked 
craw, which is largely protruded after the bird has eaten. M. D’Orbigny 
has also instituted the genus Phalcobtraus, to receive a bird of this sub-family, 
with the following characters : 

“Bee fortemeut comprimf, sans nucuoe dent ni einus, k commiesure tt^s- 
arqu&e k sou cxtrimitii; cire alongee et droite; un large espace nu eutnurant la 
partie aut(-rieure et iiifcrieure de I'ceil, et e'^tendont sur toute la mandibale 
iufgrieuro ; tarses emplumi'S sur ua tiers de leur lougucur, le rcste rf'ticuU ; 
duigts longs, semblables It ceuz des gallinacf^s, terming par les ougles longs, 
deprim^s et felargU, Iris-pcu arquf'S, loujours i extrl'mitf obtuse on fortement 
usee ; ailes de la famillo, la troisi^me ponne plus longue que les antres." 

Mr. George R. Gray, however, baa pointed out to me that Spix, (in l|iB 
Avium Species Nov®) ten years since, made a division in this sub-family, from 
the rounded form of the noatril of one of the species, namely, the M. oebroee- 
phulna nf hia work, or the Vhimachima of Axara. And Mr. Gray thiuks, tliat all 
tlie species may be grouped much more nearly in relation to tlieb affrnities by 
this character, than by any otlier ; be furtiior adds ; — “ The only difference 
wliicb 1 can discover between this latter genus {Mihngo), and D'Orbigny's 
{Phalcoldnua), is, that in the latter the bill is rather longer, and not quite so 
elevated in the culmon as in the former ; and these characters must be considered 
loo trivial for the foundation of a genetic division. I. therefore, propose w retain 
Spix’s genus, Mihaga. for all tliose Polyborina whieli possess rovuded nualrits huIA 
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an elevated bong inberch in tke etHlre. Tliey were once consiHeretl «o form three dis- 
tinct genera, ti*. — M ilTago,iS/>i*.(Polybotu8, VieiU. Haliaetus, Cire. Aquila, .Vejcw.) 
— Senex, Gray. (Circaiitos, Leae.) — Phalcobffinus, V'Orb. but a careful <'oin- 
pnriaon of the several species, shows a regular gradetion in structure Prnai 
one to the other, which induces me to consider them ns only forming two 
sections of one genus. Those which have the bill short, with the culmen 
arched, and arc of smalt size, slender form, and witli the tarsi rather long and 
slender, are — 

1 . Milvugo ochroccphalus, Spix. 

Fsleo ilcgvciiT, XtotL 

2. Milvago pezoporos, nob. 

3. Milvago chiuuingo, n. 

PolrboTTU chinuuigo, 

Those which have a buteo-like appearance, and with rather short and stout 

7. Milvago leucures, a. 

Falou Nona Zialnndliri Cn. 

Clrouou snt&rctKoi, £tu. 

8. Milvago albogularis, ». 

0 , Milvago montaiius, a, 

PhiJoobRima iTLMituiui. lyOriiff. 

10. Milvago inegnloptcrus, n. 

1. Milvago pkzopohos. 

AqvilA poopon, Mvyon. Nov. Act. Fhys. tried. Aood. Cb». Iao. Cor. Not. Cut. ruppi. ISSi. p. S2. pi. VI. 

1 obtained two specimens of this bird, one from Port Desire, in Pata- 
gonia. and another at the extreme soutliern point of Tierra del Fueau. 
Mcyen* describes it as common on the plains of Chile, and on the mountains 
to an elevation of 4000 or 5000 feet. As M. D'Orbigny does not notice this 
species, I presume it is not found on the Atlantic side of the continent, so far 
north Bs tlio Rio Negro, where he resided for some time. The habite an<l 
general appearance of M. ckunango and this bird are so entirely similar, ihal 
• Novoram Acuruu AcsdaiiuB Cnuiat, l^Mpol, vol. ivi.p. ez. OI»«vautm« Zoologioa, F. J. 
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I did Dot perceive that the species were difTerent; hesce I caiinul speak with 
certainty of their range, but it would appear probable that the 3/. pnofMirw 
replaces in Chile, Tierro del Fuego and Southern Patagonia the M. thiutatigo 
of La Plata. In the same manner the M. e/iimaign is replaced between the 
latitudes of Buenos Ayres aod Corrientes by a third closely allied species, the 
M, ochrorepkalHi. D'Orbigny, (p- 014 . in the Zoological part of his work) 
speaking of the Chimaogo, says, “ 11 u’est pas ('tonnant qu'on ail long-temps 
confondu cette espjee avec le /aleo degener, Illiget, (the AI. ochroeepAalut) et qa’oa 
I'ait cm de su famille. II eat impossible de presenter plus de rapports de 
forme el surtout de cotileur. Nous les avions, nous-menie coufoiidus mi pre- 
mier abord ; mais. eo remarquant, ulterieurement, que le sujet quo nous le- 
gatdioiiB comme le mflle ne se trouvait qu'i Corrientes. laudis c^u’d y avail 
seulement des feraelles sur les rives de la Plata, l'6tude plus attentive des 
mrenrs de ces oiseaux, et Ics localWs respectives qii’hahite chacun d'eux, ne 
tarda pas i nous y faire rcconnaitro, avec Azara, deux espiccs vreimeut tri's- 
distinctes; mais qui, depuU, ont encore confondues, sous la mi’mo iioin, par 
M, la Prince Maximilien de Neuwied.*" 1 may observe that the figure given 
in Meyen’s work, hna the iris coloured bright red, instead of which it should have 
been brown. 



2. Milvaoo chimakoo. 

Po]>'boEQt chinuuiffa, Ftat?. 

HAliftStua chinniDgo, Aff*. 

Clliliuuiiio, Asar. VoyAgu, »oL iiL p. SS. 

My specimen was obtained at Maldonado, on the banks of the Plata. In the 
following short account of the habits of this bird, it must be understood that 
I have confounded together, the M. chimaHgo and the AI. peropoivi* ; but I 
am certain that ubnost every remark is applicable to both species. Prom what 
has been said under the last bead, it may be inferred, that botJi of these allied 
birds have comparatively limited ranges, compared with that ol the 1*. Sraailiensis. 
Azara says the CbimaDgo (and he first diatiuguished this species from the 
M. Oikrocephaltu, or M. ckimafiima) is rarely found so far north as Paraguay. 
D’Orbigny saw the Chimango {M. pezopormT) at Arica in lat. Itf, and I killed 
the jV. pezoporvs in the extreme southern point of America, in lat. tb° 30 sooth. 

The Chimango, in La Plalu, lives chiefly on carrion, and genemlly is the last 
bird of ito tribe which leaves the skeleton, and hence it may frequently be seen 
standing within the ribs of a cow or horse, like a bird bi a cage. The Chimango 
often frequents the sen-coast and the borders of lakes and swamps, where it picks 
up small fish. It is truly omnivorous, and will eat even bread, when thrown out 
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of a bouse with other offal. I was also assuretl that in Chiloe, these birds (pro- 
bably itl this district the M. jiezojMrua) materially injure the potato crops, by 
stocking up the roots when first planted. In the same island, I saw them follow- 
ing by scores the plough, and feeding on worms and larrse of insects. I do not 
heliere that they kill, under any circumstances, eren small birds or animals. They 
are more active than the Cairanchas, but their flight is heavy ; I never saw one 
soar; they are very tame; are not gregarious ; commonly perch on stone 
walls, and not upon trees. They frequently utter a gentle, shrill scream. 

3. Milvago leucurub. 

Falco IraeoniA, flfrjteTt Di&wiage. No. 04. US. 

tkiiinralioi AuJA, 

OinaMitaa auUrvtiraB, Lev. 

It will be observed in the above list of synonyms, which I Lave given on the 
authority of Mr. G. R. Gray, that tills bird, although possessing well marked 
characters, lias received several specific names. Mr. Gray's discovery of 
Forster's original drawing with the name F. written on it, 1 consider very 

fortunate, as it was indispensable that the names by which it is mentioned in 
most oniUholuglcal works, namely, Foleo or Polybonu Nots Zelandits, should 
be changed. There is not, I believe, the slightest reason for supposing that 
this bird bus ever been found in New Zealand. All die specimens which nf 
late years have been brought to England hare come from the Falkland Islands, 
or the extreme southern portion of South America. The sub-family, moreover, 
to which it belongs, is exclusively American ; and I do not know of any case 
of a land bird being common to tills continent and New Zerdand. The origin Of 
tins specific name, wliich is so slngalorly inappropriate, as tending to perpetuate 
a belief which would form a strange anomaly in the geographical distribution 
of these birds, may be explained by the circumstance of specimens having been 
first brought to Europe by the naturalists during Captain Cook's second voyage, 
during which New Zealand was visited, and a large collection made there. In 
the homeward voynge, however. Cook anchored in Christmas Sound, in Tierra 
del Fuego, and likewise in Staten Land ; describing the latter place he says, 
" I have often observed the eaglea and mlturea sitting on the hillocks among the 
shags, without the latter, either young or old, being disturbed at their presence. 
It may be asked how these birds of prey live? I suppose on the carcasses of 
seals and birds, wliich die by various causes ; and probably not few, as they are 
so numerous-" From this deseriplion I entertain very little doubt that Cook 
referred to the CiilhaTtes awn and Milsago leuctirvs, belli of which birds inhabit 
these latitudes, as we sliall hereafter show. 
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The pltimagc in the two sexes of this speties dilTers in a manner unusnal in 
the famiiy to which it belongs. The dcsctlplion given in all systematic works is 
applicable, as 1 ascertained by dissection, only to the old females ; muiioly, 
lack nnd breast black, witli the feathers of the neck bavioc a white central mark 
following tlic shaft, — tectrioes, with a broad wliite band at extremity ; thighs and 
]>art of the belly rufoiis-red ; beak "ash gray,” with cere and tarsi “Dutch orange-" 

Male of smaller size than female: dark brown ; with tail, pointed featiicrs of 
shoulders and base of primaries, pale rusty brown. On the breast, that part 
of each feather which is nearly white in the feinale, is palo brown : bill black, 
cero wliitc, tarsi gray. As may be inferred from this description, the female is a 
much more heantiful bird than the male, and all the lints, both of the dark and 
pale colours, ate much more stroitgly pronounced. From this circumstance, it 
was long before 1 would believe that the sexes were as here described. But the 
Spaniards, who are employed in hunting wild cattle, and who (like the aboriginal 
inhabitants of every country) arc excellent practical observers, constantly HASiireil 
me that the small birds witli gray legs were the males of the larger ones with 
legs ond ccrc of an orange colour, and tlilglis with rufous plumage. 

The Yousn Male can only be cBstinguished from the adult bird by its bcok 
not being so black, or cere so white: and likewise in a trifling diifercnce of 
plumage, such as in the markings of the pointed feathers about tl>e head and 
neck, being more like those of the female tlian of the old cock. One specimen, 
which I obtained at the Falkland Islands, T suppose is a uue-year-old female; 
but its organs of generation were smooth : in size larger than the male ; tire tail 
dark brown, with the tip of each feadior pole colour, iostcad of being almost 
l)Iack with a white bund; under tail-coverts dark brown, instead of rufous; 
tirighs only partly rufous, and chiefly on the inner shies ; feathers on Iireast and 
shoulder like those of male, with part near shaft brown ; those on back of head 
with white, like tiiose of adult females. Ueok, lower mandible gray, upper 
black and gray (in Uie old female the whole is pale gray] ; tlie edge of cere and 
the soles of tlic feet orange, instead of the whole of Uic cere, tarsi, and toes being 
thus coloured. The circumslnnce of the young birds of, at least, one year and a 
half old, as well as of tlic adult males, being brown coloured, will, I believe, alone 
account for the singular fewness of (lie individuals with rufous thighs, a fact which 
at first much surprised me. 

The 31Ufago levcums is exceedingly numerous at the Falkland Islands, and, 
as an old sealer who had long frequented these seas remarked to me, this Archi- 
pelago appeal's to be their metropolis. I was informed, by the same anthority, 
(hat they are found on the Diego Kamirez Rocks, the II Defoiiao islands, and on 
some others, but never on the mainland of Tierra del I'uego. This statement I ran 
corroborate to a ceiiniu degree, since I never saw one in the soutJicrn part of 
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Tierra del Fueffo, near Cape Horn, which wa.a Iwici' visited during our voyage. 
They arc not found on Georgia, or on the other antaretir islands. In ninny 
respects these hawks very closely resemble in their habits the P. Driui- 
lUnais. Tliey live on the flesh of dead animals, and on marine prodiictions. On 
the Ramirez Rocks, which support no vegtlatinn, and therefore no laud-animals, 
their entire sustenance must deponil upou the sea. At the Falkland Islands 
tliey were extraordinarily tami' and fearless and constantly haunted the ucigh- 
bonrliood of the limises to pick up all kinds of offal. If a hunting party iu the 
countiy killed a beast, these birds immediately congregated fiotn all quarters 
of the horizon; anil standing on the ground in a circle, they pntionlly awaited 
for their feast to commence. After eating, their uncovered craws arc lnrge/g 
protruded, giving to them a disgusting ap(ieatance. I mention this particularly, 
because M. D'Orbiguy says that the P. Prasilimiie is the only bird of this family 
III wliicli tho craw is luacli developed. They readily attack wounded birds: 
one of the ufllcers of tlie Beagle told me he saw a cormorant in this state Uy 
to the shore, where several of these hawks immediately seized upon it, and 
hastened its deatli by their repented blows. 1 Lave been told tliat several have 
been sccu to wail tugeliicr at the mouth of n rabbit hole, and seize on the aoinml 

remarkable in birds of prey; but which is in strict conformity with the fact 
stated by Azara, uainely, lliat several Cairanchns unite together in pursuit of 
large birds, even such as beruus. 

Tlie Rtngle «as at llia Falkland Islutids only during tbe early autumn 
(March), but the officers of Ilia Adveiilurc. who were there in tho winter, mentioned 
many extraordinary instances of ibe lioldness and rapacity of these bird.s. The 
sportamca hail diffiailty in preventing the wounded geese from being seized before 
their eyes ; and ofteu, when Laving cautiously looked round, they thought they 
had succeeded in hiding u fuio bird in some crevice of the rocks, on their return, 
they found, when iulerdiug to pick up their game, nothing but feathers. One of 
these hawks pounced on a dog which was lying asleep close by u parly, who were 
out sboothig ; and they repeatedly flew on board the vessel lying in tlie harbour, 
BO thol it was necessary to keep a good look-ont to prevent tlie hide usud about 
Ihe ropes, lieing tom fiom the rigging, and the meat or game from the Blcni, 
They are very mischievous and imiuisilive ; and they will pick up almost 
Biiytliing from Ihe ground : a large black glased hat wns cairied nearly a mile, 
as w-as a pair of heavy balls, used in catching wild caltle. Mr. Usborae 
experienced, during the survey, a severe loss, in a small Kater's-cottipass, iu a 
red morocco cose, which was never recovered- Tliese birds are. moreover 
quarrelsome, aud extremely jiassinnale ; it was curious to behold them when, 
iiiipationt, tearing up the grass with their hills from rage. They Bi e not truly 
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gregarious ; tlioy <lo nut soar, and their fligfat is heavy and clumsy. On tlic ground 
they mil with extreme quickness, putting out one leg before tlie oilier, and 
stretching forward tlicir bodies, very mueli like pheasants. Tlie sealers, who 
have sometimes, wlieo pressed hy hunger, eaten them, say that the flesh when 
cooked is quite wliite, like, that of a fowl, and very good to eat— a fact which I, 
os well as some others of a party from the Beagle, who. owing to a gale of 
wind, were left on shore in northern Patagonia, until wo were very linngry, con 
answer for, is far from being the case with the flesh of the Carrancha, or 
Potubovus liiniilidiurii. It is n .stmnge anomaly that any of the Fnlcoaitls should 
possess such perfect pow-ets of cunning as is the case with this bird, aud likewise 
with the Phatcobanus wonianos of D'Orhigny. It prrlmps, indicates an obscure 
relatioiisliip with tlie Gidlinaceous order — a relation which M. D'Orbigny suggests 
is slili more plainly shown in the Secretary Bird, which he believes represents in 
Soutlicni Africa, Ibe Polghorina of America. 

Tlie M. /eucurus is a noisy bird, anil utters several harsh cries ; of which, 
one is so like that of the English rook, that the sealers always call it by Ibis 
uumc. It is a curious circumstance, as shewing bow, in ailiod species, small 
details of hnbit accompany similar structure, that tliese huwks tlirow their 
heads upwards and biickwards, in tiie same strange manner, ns the Cnn-anchas 
(the Tliuni of Moiinn) linve been described to do. The M. leacur^a, builds on 
the rocky cliffs of the sen-coast, but (ns I was informed) only on tlie small 
outlying islets, aud never on the two main islands : this is an odd precaution 
for so fearless a bird. 



4. MiLVAOO ALBOQULAltlS. 

Puts t. 

Pulyhoris, (PbaJcotuBBO*) albognlsris, GohU, PrDcMilrnj* of Zoolog. Sue. PftH V. (Jao, 1887.) p. fl. 

M. Ftcm. j'HSceiceuli ■ uiger, murginibus pfumiruM inter Kafiulaa Jiitvia ; 
primariia sentHtfariisqve albo ad n^ieem uolatiii g»U. ptetore, cor/jorcqHe aublis 
albis ; fa/eribvs fvseo tpnnU ; roati n livido, tineis aigris orniilo ; cera lariis- 
'/uejlm-u. 

LONO. tot. 80 woo. li mtri. If ; alir, ISf : onilir. 0; low, 8. 

Z>«cr«pfi')!i o/ female tpecimtn, believed to be applicable to both sejce). 

Colour. — Head, back, upper wing coverts pitch black, passing into liver 
brown ; feathers on back of neck and sliouldci's terminating in a yellowish- 
brown tip, of wliicii tint ibe external portion of the primaries, and nearly 
the whole of the tertiaries partake. Tail liver browu, witli a terminal white 
band nearly one inch broad ; base of the lectrices while, irregularly 
marked with brown : upper tail coverts white. All the fcalhers of the wing 
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lipped witli white, their bases irrcffulaily barred with transverse marks of 
brown and white. Under mrjax. — Chin, throat, breast, belly, thighs, under 
lail-coverts, under lining of wings, and edge of shoulders perfertly while. 
On the flanks, however, there are somo brown feathers irregularly inier- 
spersed ; and on the lower part of the breast, most of the feathers show 
a most obscure margin of pole brown. Bill horn-colour. Cere and tarsi 
yeEow. 

Foan. — CVrre and nostril as in the M. LcHcnna, but the bili not quile so 
strong. Feathers on the sides and back of head narrow and rather stiff; 
tliose on the shoulders obtusely poiuted, — w hich character of plumage is very 
general in tills sub-family. Wing : fourth primary very little longer than 
the third or the fiftli, whicli are equal to each other. First primary three 
iaches shorter than llie fourth or longest, and more nearly etiuul to the 
sixth than to the seventh. Extremity of wing reaching to within about an 
inch and a half of the tail. Tarei reticulated, with four large scales at the 
base : upper part covered with jilumose feather) for about three quarters of an 
inch below the knee ; but these feathers hang down aod cover nearly half of 
llie leg. Middle toe with fifteen scales, outer ones with about nine. Claws 
of neatly the same degree of strength, curvature and breadth as in Polgborus 
Brasiliensis, or in A/, /encurus, but sharper than those of the latter. 




Habitat, Santa Cruz, 50° S. Patagonia. {AjiriX.) 



Mr. Gould, at tlio time of describing this species, entertained some douhU 
whetJier it miglil not eventually prove to be the Phalcobamtu nontauHS of D'Orbiguy, 
in a state of change. I have carefully compared it with the description of the 
P. iHOHlanus, and certainly, with the exception of tiie one great diflerence of 
M.albogularU having a wliite breast, whilst tliat part in iJ.e P. moManut is 
black, tlie points of resemblance are numerous and exceedingly dose. The 
M. atbogularU. appears to be rather larger, and tlie proportional length oftlie wing 
feathers are slightly different ; the cere and tarsi are not of so bright a colour; 
the middle toe lias fifteen scales on it instead of having sixteen or seven- 
teen. The black shades of llie upper surface are pitchy, iuatead of havhig 
an oUciire melaUic gloss, and the feathers of the shoulders arc terminated 
with browu, so as to form a collar, which U not represented in the figure of 
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P. aunlauM. given by M. D'Orbigny. Altfioiigli the mEun difference be- 
tween the two birds, is ibe colour of their breasts, yet it must be oliserved, 
llml in the M. alhogHlarii there is some iiidicalioo of an incipient cliange 
from while to brown in the plumage of that part. Dot asM. U'Orbigny, who was 
acquainted with the young birds of the P. •montanut. (of which ho has given a 
figure), does not mention so lomarkuble a modification in its plumage, ua must 
take place on the supposition of M. albogularii licing an immature bird of dint 
species ; and as the geographical range of the two is so very different, I urn 
induced to consider them distinct. Moreover, on die plains of Santa Cruz, 1 saw 
several birds, aud they appeared to me similar in their colouring. The .V. albogu- 
laris is remarkable from the confined liumlity which it appears to frequent. A few 
pair were seen during the ascent of the rivet Santa Cruz, (I.at. 50° S.) to the Cor- 
diilera ; but not one individual was observed in any other part of Patagonia. 
They appeared to mete resemble, in their gait and manner of flight, the P. B>a- 
silunsisi but Uiey were rather wilder. They lived in pairs, and generally were 
near the river. One day I observed a couple standing with the Cnrmnchas 
ami M. pexoporui, nl a short distance from die carcass of a guanaco, on which 
the condors had commenced an attack. These peculiarities of habit ure described 
by M. D'Orbigny in almost the some words, as occutving with the P. mnutasw; 
both birds frequent desert countries ; tbe P. moiilanvs, however, haunts the great 
mountuiiis of Bolivia, uiid Ihis species, die open plaius of Patagoniu, 

1.1 the vnlleys uottli of 30° in Chile, 1 suw several pair, either of this species, 
or of tlie P. moHlamis of D'Orbigny. (if, as is probable, tliey are different) or of 
some third kind. From die circunmtaiice nf its not extending (ns I believe) so 
far south even as die valley of Coquimlio. it is extremely improbable that it 
should be die M. albogulant.-an inhabitant of a plain country twenty degrees 
further soudi. On tlie other hnnd. the P. lives at a great elevation 

on the mountains of Upper Peru ; and therefore it is probable that it might 
be found in a higher lutilude. but at u less ekvalion. M. D'Orbigny soys, 
'■Elle aime les terrains secs et d6pourvus do grands veg^taux, qui lui semienl 
inutiles ; car il iiou-s est prouvi qu'elle oe se perche pas sur les branches." 
Ill aiiotlier part he adds, “ Elle descend cependant qudquefois jusque pris de 
la iner, Sur la eftte dn Perou. muis ce n'est que pour peu dc temps, et peut- 
^tre afin d'y thcivliur inomentantment uiie iiourriturc qui lui manque dans son 
siiour habitue! ; peut-6tre aussi la nature du sol I'y attire-t-elle; ear elle y 
trouve les terrains atiUcs qui lui sent propres.- Tl.is is so entirely die cha- 
racter of the nordicru parts of Chile, tliat, it appears to me extremely pro- 
bablo that the P. nionluMis, which inhabits llio great mounlums of Bolivia, 
descends, in Kortherii Chile, to near tbe shores of the Pacific ; but Ibal further 
• VuysgB I'Ameriqne Mcridiunalb Psnie, Oiicaiix, p.53. 
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souih, and on tlio opposite side of tlie CordUlero, it is replaced by tm allied 
sjiecies, -llie 31. allmgKlarU ofSaDta Cruz, 

5, MiLTAGO Ur.GALOI'TERlB. 

AqnllA mogaluplCTO, Aftfjvn. Not- Act. AkuL C^. Suppl. 1S34, p. S*. PI. VlII. 

When ascending the Despoblado, a branch of the valley of Copiapd in 
Northern Chile, I sow .scvcml brown-coloured hawks, which at the time nppeared 
new to mu, but of which I did not procure a specimen. Tliese I have no doubt 
were the A. migrihptera of Meyen. In the British Museum thrre is n specimen, 
brought from Chile by Mr. Crawley. Mr. G. R. Gray suspects that this bird 
may eventually prove to be the young of the Phaicobceiius montania of 
D'Orbigny, and as I saw that bird (or aiiotber species having a clt»e general re- 
semblance with it) in the valleys of Northern Chile, although notin the immediate 
vicinity, this supposition is by no means imptobnble. Meyen's tigurc at first siglit 
appears very clifl'ereiit from that of the young of the P. montanus, given by M. 
D'Orbigny, for in the Inlter the feathers over nearly the whole bo<ly am more dis- 
tinctly bordered with a pale rufous shade, the thighs barred with tlie same, and the 
genemi lint is of amuchredder brown. But with the exception of these differences, 
which are only in degree, 1 can find in M. D’Orbigoy's description no other 
distiiiguisliing character, whilst on the other hand, there are numerous points of 
close resemblance between the two birds in tbe shadings, and even trilling marks 
of their plumage. Meyen. moreover, in describing the habits of his species, says, 
it frequents a region just below tbe limit of perpetual snow, and that it sometimes 
soars at a great height like a condor. Those which I saw had the general 
manners of a Pufgiurtis or Milaago, and vvere flying from rock to rock amongst 
tlw mountains ut a considerable elevation, but far below the snow-line. In these 
several respects, there is a close agreement with the habiu of the P. BtuttliMui, 
asdescribed by M. D'Urhigny. I will only add that the specimen in the British 
Museum appeured, independently of difl'crucccs of plumage, distiacl from the .V. 
albogularis of PaCugonin, from the ihiuness and greater prolongation of its beak, 
and the sicndenicss of its tarsi. 
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Spb.-Fam.— BL’TEON lNiE. 

Cbaxibex. GukW. 

Rostrum Ruleoiiii sed Umgius; mindibiihe tuixtrioru ntargo rtctus; rnsvi 
apiceu! subitd iucurtus. Ala elougata. Cera lata. Nares ferb rotunda, 
apcrlte. Tarsi mediocres, aitlici sqmmis tecti. Digiti magni, fortes ; trngues 
obtHSiS, 

Mr. Goti.D WAS partly led to institute this genus from the facts commnnicAted 
to him by me regarding the habits of the following species, which is found in tlie 
Galapagos Archipelago, and there supplies the place of the I’olybori and Mii- 
vagiiies of the ueighbouriug continent of America. If a principle of classiScation 
founded on Iiabils alone, were admissible, this bird, as will presently be shown, 
undoubtedly would be rankod with more propriety io the sub-family of Poty- 
botintB, than amongst the Buzzards. To the latter it is closely related in the 
form of its nostrils ; in the kind of plumage which covers the head, breast, and 
shoulders ; in the reticulation of the scales on its feet and tarsi, nud less closely 
in the form of its beak. To the Polyborinre it manifests ao affinity iu the great 
strength and length of its toes ami claws, and iu the bluntness of the latter; 
iu the nakedness of the cere, in tlio perfectly uncovered nostrils, in tbe pro- 
longation and bulk of the bill, iu tbe straigbtnuss of the line of commissure, and 
in the narrow shape of the head. In these several respects, taken conjointly with 
its habits, this bird supplies a most interesting link in the chain of affinities, by 
which the true buzzards pass into the great American sub-family of carrion- 
feeding hawks. 1 am, indeed, unable to decide, whether I liavc judged rightly 
in placing this genus, as hist of the Buteonince, instead of lost of the Poly- 

borinsE. 
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Ck/ixcbex Galapaooessii. Gould. 



PlAI* JI. 

PulylAMU Gfhlapfigoeu^Hi. Froe&fiUingi of Um Zoologicil Society fb? JaDunr}*, 1X37, p. f>. 

C. Mat. adult. Inteiui /uteus i piimariis nigrisi seentulariaiviH pognmii iaterHU 
lran3vcrsim albo et J’lisco ifn'afu," caudii cinerasceitti-/KScd, traxsversm iiniu 
auftitlts tt uumerotis intnsd /ascis nolutd i roifro obscure corneo; pedibus 
oliauM-jhiciii. 

Lcwf.tct, »^uoo.; roMri, oAs, 1 J: co«i>, lan<, 8i. 

Prem. aduU. famino! junioH feri similis, pettore tameu fttsca. 

Fa-m. jus. Capite corporeijue I'sfess^ stramiiicis, fiaco-earie.galh ; illo iu pet- 
lai c cl abdiminc pncculeHte; primarsis fasca-nigrUi reelricum ^^om'js e.vleriti 
ciHenis<c>iti-fnscLt,uiiernbpallulerosaceisi ulris</ias liiuU augustii c/ Jrei^uailibus 
Juicis CraTuversim siriulis, apkibus sonlide albis ; roitro nigresceuli-Jiaev ; palihts 
olivacto-fiacis. 

Long, tot 24 one,; nuri, i|; oi», t7ii taaria, lOJ; (ami. aj. 

VescripHou nf adult mah. 

CitujiR.— Entire dorsal aspect umber brown; base of feotbets on hind part of 
neck, white ; base of those on back, irregularly banded witb pule fulrons, and 
the scapulars with a distinct band of it. The inferior feathers of upper tail eo- 
Tcrts handed in like manner to Ihcir extremities. Tail dusky clove-brown, 
obscurely marked witli darkeued iruusverse narrow bands. Primaries per- 
fectly black towards their oxtremities, but with the outer edge of their base, 
gray : inner web banded and freckled with gray, brown, and white, which in 
the secondaries takes the form of regular bars. Under rtr^ace, entirely amber 
brown, but rnllicr paler than the upper. Lining of wings gray, with irregular 
tmnsverse brown bars : under-sido of tail the same, but paler. Thighs of a 
rather yellower brown. Bill and cere hom colour, mottled with pale gray : 

Form.— Beak, with apex moch arched, both longer and more pointed than it is 
in the group of the Polyborinte. Cere naketl, with few bristles ; nostrils Inrge. 
quite uncovered, irregularly triaugalar, with the anglos mudi roundetl. and 
situated rotlier above a central line between the culmcn and comniissure. 
Fourth primary longest, but third and Qftb nearly equal to it; first, fonr 
inches and a half shoitcr than founli, and eqnul to the eighth ; second shoner 
than fifth. Extremities of wing reaching witliin half an inch of end of tail. 
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Tarsi slrontt. feathered for nearly a third of their ler^h beneath the joint. 
Scales in narrow, undivided (with tlie exception in some instances of one) 
bands, covering the front of tarsus. Toes very strong and rather long, like 
those of the species of Milrugo. and much more so than in the genus Buleo. 
Hiud-toc equal in lengdi to tlie inner one ; but not placed quite so high on the 
Tarsus ns in Pnlyhorui. Basal joints of middle toe covered with small scales, 
with five laige ones towards the extremity- Claws very strong, thick and 
long, nnil rather more arched, and broader than in PulghmHi Brasilienis ; 
their extremities obtuse, but not in so great a degree as in some species of 
Mihago. 

Towl Imglh trom tip of HU to «id of tiul foUowii* curtMuto of W7 SH 



Wing, frout otbtm-jomt to tatiomity of longest primary *5 



Colour.— X enrly as in young female, but with the breast dark brown. 



CoioCB.— Head, back of neck, back, wing coverts and tertiaries barred and 
mottled, botli with pale umber brown (of tlie snme. tint as in the iiiale bird) 
and with pale fiilvnus orange. On bend and back of neck, eacli feather is of 
the latter colour, with a mere polrh of the brown on its tip ; but in the longer 
fentbers. as in the scapulars, upper tail coverts, inner web and port of outer 
of the tertiaries, each is distinctly barred with the dark brown. Tail as in the 
old male. Primaries black as iu male, with tlie inner webs nearly white, and 
iimrked with short transverse bars. Under surface and thighs of the same 
fulvons orange, but some of tlie feniliers, especially those on the breast, 
are marked with small spots of umber brown on their tips. Some of tlie 
longer fentbers on the flanks, on the under tail coverts, and on the linings 
of the wing, have irregular bars of the same, 

FoRU and Size,— Larger and more robust than the male. Total length 24 inches. 
Tail ten and a half inches long, and therefore longer in proportion to the 
wiugs than in the other sex. Wings front joint to end of primaries, 17^. 

Habitat, Galapngos Archipelago, (Oefoier). 
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This liinl !s, I belief, conHnod lo the Galapagos Archipelago, where on all 
the islands, it is exi'cssiTely numerous. Il inhabits, indiflcrently, either the dry 
sterile region neat the coast, which, perlmps, is its most genera! resort, or the 
damp and wooded summits of tlie volcanic hills. This bird, in most ol its habits 
and disposition, resembles the 3/thag-o levenrus, or the Fnlco Nnvw Zetandia of older 
nnlliors. It is extremely tame, and frequents tlie neighbourhood of any building 
inhabited by man. When a torioise is killed even in the midst of tlie woods, tliese 
birds immediately congregate in great numbers, and remain cither seated on the 
ground, or on tlie branches of tlie stunted trees, patiently waiting to devour the in- 
testines, nnd to pick the carapace clean, after Uve meat has been cut away. 
These binls will eat nil kinds of offal thrown from the houses, and dead fish 
and marine productions cast up by the sea. Tlioy are said to kill young doves, 
and even chickens ; and arc very destructive to the little tortoises, as soon ns 
they break through the shell. In these tespecu tbU bird shows iu alliance 
with the buszarda. Its flight is neither elegant nor swift. On the ground il 
U able, like the M. huctrus and Phedcobeenvs moalimus of D'Orbigny. to run 
very quickly. This habit which, as before observed, is so anomalous in the 
Talcons, manifests in a very striking manner the relation of tills new genus 
with the Polsboriiee. It is, also, a noisy bird, and ntters many different cries, 
one of wliicii wa.s so very like tlie shrill gentle scream of the .V. ehimango, that 
the officers of the “Beagle” generally called it either by this name, or from 
its larger size by that of CarrancJui—holh names, however, plainly indicating 
its close and evident relationship with the birds of that family, The craw is 
feathered; and does not, I believe, protrude like that of the P. Braailiensii 
or 11/. leKCKnia. It builds in trees, and the female was just beginning to lay in 
October. The bird of which the full figure has been given, is a young female, 
but of, at least, one year old. The old male-bird is of a unifunn dusky plumage, 
and is seen twhiud. The udull female resembles llie young of the same sex, but 
the breast is durk brown like tliat of tho mole. In precisely the same manner as 
was remarked in the case of the M. kscnrui, these old females are present in 
singularly few proportional numbers. One day at James' Island, out of tiiirty 
birds, which 1 counted standing within a hundred yards of the tents, tinder which 
we were bivouacked, there was not a single one with the dark brown breast. 
From this circumstance I am led to coiiclndo tbut tho females of this species (as 
with the M. leueurui) acquire their full plumage late in life. 
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1. Buteo ebvthhosotus. 

Hnluiccua ff^-throontiui, Ktni/, hi Zoologicol Jrmmlkl, Tol. iii< p. i34. 

BnUu IrimUir, i/OrUyu^. 

I obtnined specimens nf ibis bird fruin Cbilne am] llie Falkland Islands, and 
Captain King who first described it, procured bis specimens from Port Famine, 
Lat. 53“ 30' in Tierra del Fuego. M. D'Orbigny states that it has n wide range 
over tlic provinces of La Plnia, ceulnil Chile, and ovon Bolivia ; but in this 
latter country, it occurs ouly on tlie mountains, at an elevation of about 12,000 
feet above the sen. The same author states, that it usually frequents open and 
dry countries ; bat ns we now see that it is found in the dense and humid forests 
of Chiloe and Tieira iJel I'oego, this reinart is not applicable. At the Falk- 
land Islands, it preys chiefly ou tlie rabbits, which Lave run wild and abound 
over certain parts of the island. This bird was considered by Captain King as a 
,* but Mr. Gould liiiuka it is more properly placed with tlie Buzzards. 
Captain King gave it the ii|ipropriolE specific name of crytAronotm, and, there- 
fore, as Mr. Gould observes, the more recent one of tricolor, given by M. 
D’Orbigny, must be passed over. 



2, Bcteo TARIUS. Gould. 

Duleu vscioi, CfnuiJ, Proceeduigs of the Zoulngtml Sucu'ty, Port t. 18ST, y- IS. 

2J. verlice corportqae svpra intewi /usds, phmis fulco marginalis tel gutlalis; 
priMiariu seruHdariisrfue ctnerrin, Hnci'f uumerosis fttscis transreraim atriulis; 
caudi einered, luuii nvgustia HHoicrMU /aseis Iranatertim Holali : singulis 
plumis Jhceaceitli-allio ad apicem nolatis ; guld /uligimsd ; pectare/ulva, lineS in- 
lerrupid mgrescenle a gold Icndente draimdaloi abdomint imn lala ibtisquo stra- 
mmen el rH/eactHti-fiuco raritgatU ; femoribua crissoque strainiiteis lineis Iranstir- 
salibus aiifractis ntf'escemi/uacU omatis ; nisiro nigro ; ceri larsiaque o/nae«ijr. 

Lung. Wl. 21^: tfttr, ISjj Miutr, 10 ; #ar«, 8J- 

CoLOUB.— Head and back of neck umber brown, with edges of the feathers 
fringed with folvous, (or butt' orange with some reddish orange) and their 
bases white. Shoulders brown, with tlic feathers more broadly edged. Back 
the same, with the basal part of the feolhers fulvous, with transverse bars 
of the dark brown. Tail blueisb gray, with numerous, narrow, transveree, 
faint block bars. Tuil-coverls pale fulvous, with irregular bars of dark 
fulvous and brown. Wings: primaries blackish gray, obscurely barred; 
secoudufies and tertiaries more plainly barred, and tipi>ed with fulvous. 
Wing coverts, dark umber brown, largely tipped, aud marked with large 
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spots, almost forming bars, of pale fulvous. Under nr/aee.—Clm black ; 
tliroQt and breast ochre yellow, with a narrow dark brown line on the stialls 
of the feathers, which, in those on the sides of the throat and breast eipnlidB 
into a large oval spot. Feathers on belly reddisli brown, fringed and marked 
at base with the ochre yellow. Lining of wings ochre yellow, with nume- 
rous transverse bars of dark brown. Under-side of tail, inner webs almost 
white, outer pale gray, with very obscure transverse bars. Thiglis. ochre 
yellow, with numerous sigzag transverse bars of pale reddish brown. Dill 
pale blnckish ; iris brown ; tarsi gamboge yellow, 

Foiim. — F ourth primary very little longer than third, and about half an inch 
longer than fifth. First ratlior shorter than seventh, and longer than eight!). 
Wings wlien folded reaching within two inches of the extremity of the tail. 



T»t*I taigtli 

Loogtii of toil ............ 

From tip of book to within imtrnor edge of noetdl, meeewed in itnigfat line . 
Tub from bqIm of fact to middle of kuee Jrdnt 
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Habitat, Strait of Magellan, {Febmary,) and Port St. J ulian in Southern Pata- 
gouia, (JaHuary.) 



3. Dctbo VENTRALia. Goutd. 

Buloo ventralu, Goets^ rjoceoiHiifO of tie Zcologienl Soeictv, Port v, 1887, p. 10. 

JJ. verlice corporeijue intmai nitide /uacii, plitmis dorsaUbua purparaaceKtibus ; 
pnmarits nigTU\ eaudA /wed. liwii obacnriorilna enttcathuA moAtroaia, ad 
apicem aordidi alls ; g«lA abdomiite medio ci'iaauqae alramiaeo-uibia ; pccforii 
corpom7ife lateribaa fnseia aldinaiwili femoribaaqae fiaascmti-albia J'uafo oatatis, 
notia lit femmibHa rufeaccalibHa i larais per ■mediam parteui anlici phtmosia, roalru 
Mgro; cerd 

Long. tot. 83 nnc.; abr, 15}; eauAr, 0}; tarn, 3|. 

Cowu-B— Head, back of oeck, back, and wi ug-coverts, umber brown. Feathers 
on sides of throat edged with fulvous ; those on lower parts of back witli 
their basal parts marked with large white spots, edged with fulvous, but 
wbicli do not sliQw, until the feathers ate ruffled. Tail of the same dark brown 
08 the bock, with many bars of pate brown, and extreme points tipped with 
dirty while. Tail-coverts same brown, with the more lateral ones marked with 
white and fulvous. Wings : primaries black, with the inner and basal webs 
brownisli; sceondarica and tertiaries brown, with obscure truces of paler 
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transTerse bais. XJndcr surface . — Chin almoBt wliile ; tliroal and bteast very 
pale ochre yellow, with narrow brown lineB on the shaft of tlie feathers, which 
expand into large maika on Che aides of the upper part of the breast, and into 
regular spots on those of the belly. Lining of wing white, with brown 
spots on the feathers near their tips, like on those of tho belly. Tliigha 
very pale ochre yellow, with transveree bars of pale brown, appearing like 
inverted wedge-formed marks, with the apex on the shafts. Under tail- 
coverts almost white ; under side of tail pale gray, with darker gray bars on 
the inner sidu of shafts. Dill blueish black, with base of lower mandible and 
part of upper yellowish. Tarsi pale ycQow, 

Form. — Fourth primary very little longer than either the Ihlnl or fifth, which are 
equal. First nearly equal to the eighth. Rxlrcmity of wing wlien folded 
reaching within two inches and a half of the end of the tail. 



Tiitil Imgth ...... 23 ! T«rei Si 

WiQg wheu folded ISl I ftliddk to» frvoi jvist to lip of oUw , . a 

T»a ei I FroioenrwmtyofbwklowfthiBnMtril . .ft 



Habitat, Santa Cruz. Lat. 50° S. Patagonia, (vlprji.) 

Mr. Gould remarks that “this species has all the characters of a true Sutco. 
and will rauk os one of the finest of this well defined group. In size it rather 
exceeds the Common Buzzard of Europe, which in its general style of culouting it 
somewhat resembles.” 



8cb-1'am— FALCONINA, Vio. 

FaLCO FEM0RALI5. 2bjn»i. 

Filco fiimonlii, Tanm. PL Cob lil moL>i led 3A3 sdih mule. 

ffpiar, Av. Sp, Nov. 1. p. IS. 

This specimen was shot in a small valley on tlie plains of Patagonia, at Port 
Desire, in Lat. 47° 44‘. It builds its nest in low hushes, and the female was sitting 
on the in the beginning of January. Egg, V8 of an inch in longer diameter, 
and 1-4 in shorter; surface rough with white projecting points; colour nearly uni- 
form dirty “ wood brown, ” tliickly freckled with ruther a darker tint ; general 
appearance, as if it had been rubbed in brown mud. M. D'Orbigoy supposed 
that Latitude 34° was the southern limit of this species ; we uuw find its range 
three hundred aud thirty miles further sonthward. The same author slates that 
this falcon prefers a dry open country with scattered bushes, which answers to 
the character of the valleys, in the plains near Port Desire. 
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TisNvscirLus Spasvebius. Vieiil. 

1 obtQiiieil Bpecimciis Iwtii from North and South Patagonia (Rio Negro and 
Santa Cruz), and Captain King found it at Pott Faroiue in Tierra del Fuego. I 
saw it at Lima in Peru ; and Mr. Mackay (Zoological Journal, vol. iii.) sent 
specimens from Cuba. According to Wilson it is common in the United States, 
and Riclmrdsou eays its northern range is about 54°. The Tm>nt»ralus therefore, 
ranges throughout both Amcricns over more than 107 degrees of latitude, or (M20 
geographical miles, It is tlie only bird, whiclt 1 Saw in South America, that 
hovered over one particular spot, in the same stationary maooer, as the cocumou 
English kestrel {Falco tintnawuliis, Linn.) U so frequently observed to do. 



Sun-Fiu,— CIRCIN*. 

1. CiSCUS MEOASPILOS. GottM. 

C, verlict corporeynf avpra inimi fuicii, lined ilramised a naribni supra oculos ad 
occiput Ichdenlc ; hoc rH/esccHlt-J'itsca ; mtatsi fuscis ad basin cincreis, 

UneU sdgria cauedlalis ; candiF tectrkilius albia ; reclricibus inlermaliis ciofm’*, 
acternis eiHtrao-straiKineis, omailms lineis latis fnacis Iransoersim nolalis, lined 
ultiaid latiesimd, apice lordiit! stramineo ; gnl4 pecloreque slramineis, Jntco vnrie- 
galis; corpore svbliu strnmineo; phemis pectoi is laterungne stria centrnli Jiuci 
nataiis; roslronigro; cerS larsisguejiavis. 

Lcmg. tuL 32 uiM.i nmri, Ij; aim, IT| Mkka, 104; ‘"m', 84. 

CoLooB. — Head, back of throat, whole hack, and wing-coverts umber brown, of 
a nearly uniform tint, and not very dnrk- Front, over the nostrils, with few 
fulvous bristly feathers ; over the eyes, extending backward, a pale almost 
pure white streak, which joins an irregular hand, extending across the nape 
of the neck, from below car to ear, of brown feathers, edged with pale fulvous, 
giving a streaked ap^ieurmico to that part, The wliig-cuvcrts arc just lipped 
with dirty white. Wings : primaries of the same brown as the back, the inner 
ones assuming a gray tinge ; these, and the basal parts of the inner webs of 
all, are obscurely barred ; secondaries and tertiarics of a paler brown limn 
the intcrecapular region. Tail grayish brown, with five well-defined burs, 
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about I of an inch wide, of the Bame brown, as the rest of the upper snr- 
face: extremities tipped with rerypale dirty brown- Tail-coverts; upper 
ones brown, and the under ones white, with small brown spots on the slinR 
towards their extremities. Under surfaee. — Chin, pale fuh-ous, or ochre 
yellow. Breast, belly, thighs nnd under tail-covcrts the same ; the feathers 
on the lower part of the breast and on the belly have a dark browo mark 
oloag the sliaft. which widens but very little towards the extremity ; the 
brown on those on the upper part of the breast and on the tliront is broader, 
and some of the fenthers are of n darker fulvous, and as the dark brown of 
tlie back encroaches nn each aide, this part is mnch darker than the rest of 
the under suriace. Above this, and just beneath the chin, a kind of collar is 
formed from ear to ear, of short feathers of a more strongly pronounced fulvous 
tint, with a narrow brown streak on their shafts, lining of wings, and flanks 
almost wliite, with transverse brown bars. Under side of tail pale gray 
passing into fulvous, with the terminal dark brown bars seen through. Bill, 
horn-coloured, with some white markings towards its baso ; tarsi bright 
yellow. 

Fobji. — T hird primary rather longer than fourth, second equal to fifth ; first more 
nearly eqnal to the sixth than to the seventh. Wings reaching within an 
inch of tbe end of the tail. Feathers on thighs depend but little below the 

Total ?S ' Tarsi 

WmgB fuldvd t' ! Ulddls tos to snC of claw 

tOl I From dp of bill to oearwt part of cos 

Habitat, Maldonado, La Plntn, (Jitly.") 

This hawk vros not uncoinmon on the gmssy savannahs nnd hills in the 
neighbourhood of the Rio Plata, Mr, Gould remarks " that in size it fnlly equals 
the Cireus ttmginosm of Europe, which it doubtless represents in the countries it 
inhabits. This species has a remarkublo specific character in the lanceolate and 
conspicuous stripes down its breast." 

2. CiBcns ciNERius. VitiR. 
arms cbeiina, ririlL Eocy. Ustb. 

Filco Iiiitnoniaii, Qoop onj Gaim. Toy. anuor do moodo, Plato 15, 

Cbctw hiotrioiiiooB. I'sMrt, Zoologist JoorhI, toI, ill. p. 4SS. noto. 

My specimens were obtained at the Falkland Islands, and at Concepsion in 
Chile. M. D'Orbigiiy states that it is a wild bird ; but at the Falkland Islands it 
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was, for one of its order, very tame. The some author gives a curious neconnt of 
its habits ; in a different manner from other raptorial birds, wheo it has killed its 
prey, it does oot fly to a neighbouring tree, but devours it ou the spot, It roosts on 
the ground, either on the lop of a sand hillock, or by the hank of a stream ( it 
sometimes walks, instead of hoppinK. and when doing so. it has some resemblauce 
in general haliit to the Milvago chimango. It preys on small quadrupeds, mollus- 
couK aiiiuials, and even insects; and I find in my notes, that I saw one in the 
Falkland Islands, ft-eding on tlie cnrrioti of a dead cow. Although in these 
respects this Circua manifests some relatioa in its habits with the PolyboriHis. 
yet it lias the elegant and soaring flight, peculiar to its family ; and in form it 
dues not depart from the typical strnclure. Mr. Gould remarks Chat “ we see in 
this elegant bird as perfect an analogue of the Circus cyaueiu of Europe, as in the 
preceding species of the Circus eerugiHosaa." 



Fa»ii.v. — ST RIGID iE. 

6c*-F4s.— SCRNIN.E. 

Athene ci'Nicutauii, Bonap. 

Strut cniuaukHpt, M'li. Bssap. Am. Oral. I. A6. |tL 7. C 2. 

This bird, from its numbers and the striking peculiarities of its habits has 
beeu mentioned in the works of all travellers, who have crossed tire Pampas. In 
Banda Oriental it is its own workman, and excavates its burrow ou any level 
spot of sandy soli ; but in the Pampas, or wberevor the Bizcacha is fouad, it uses 
those made by that aaiiual. During tho open day. but more especially in the 
evening, these owls may be seen in every direction standing fropoently by jiairs 
on the hillock near their habitation. If disturbed, they either enter the hole, or, 
uttering a shrill harsh cry, move with a remarkably undulaiory flight to a short 
distance, and then turuing round, steadily gaze at their pursuer. Occasionally in 
the evening they may be heard hooting. 1 found in the stomachs of two which J 
opened the remaiits of mire; and I saw a aiuull snake killed and curried away by 
one. It is said tliat reptiles are the common object of their prey during the day 
time. Before 1 was aware, from the numbers of mice caught in my- traps, how 
vastly numerous the small rodents are in these open countries, 1 felt much sur- 
prise how BLch inQuite numbers of owls could find sufficient means of support. 
I never saw this bird south of the Rio Negro, (Lot. 4l“ S.) In North America 
they freijucut only the Irans-Mississippiaii territories in the neiglibourhood of tile 
Rocky Mountains. The account given by Say of tiieir habits, agrees with wlmt 



32 



ZOOLOGY OF THE VOYAGE OF 



DEAGLE. 



may CTery day be observed in tbe Pampas ; but iu the northern Leinisphete they 
inhabit the burrows of the Marmot or Prairie dog, instead of those of the Bizcacha ; 
and it would appear tlint their food is cLicOy derived from insects, instead of from 
suiall quadrupeds and reptiles. Mr. Gould says he has compared my apeei- 
mens from La Plata and Chile, on opposite sides of the Cordillera, with tlioae 
from Mexico and the Rocky Mountains of North America, and he cannot perceive 
the slightest specific diffcrcace between them. 



fLCLlN*. 

1. Oitis Galapagoensis. Govld. 

PlATS HL 

Otu4 (EtacUyotfu) OAlupagoruis, Ga*Jd, in FrooeedlQgB of tbu Zoulvgioal S<A»ly, Fnrt V., IS37, p. 10> 

O./ascui circa ocitli/s /vtigiHuiii ; sti-ig/t tuiierciliari, p/tonis mres tangaUilnts cl circa 
augnhui orit, guli el disci facialis atargiue, ulbis; ccrtice corporeqvc supra iuleasi 
stramiiieofHacoijuetasiegalisi prinucriis nrfopice* inlensi/aseis, ad basin «frimi»»o 
fascialis; empore sublus atramineo, notii irrcgularUms fasriisque fuscis m nato ; 
femoril/ua lursistfse phtmosis ru/escenli-slmmineis i rostra 

Long. tot. 134 : rowrt, 1 ; oio?, 11 ; onwAo, Si torri, 2. 

Colour. — Facial disc ; plumose featliera immediately around the eyes, nearly 
black, tipped with glossy fulvous ; those nearer the margin are white at their 
base, and only sliglitly tipped with a darker brown. Between the eyes a 
baud of suiall fulvous feathers witli a central streak of dark brown, passing 
backward, blends into the plntnage of the tiape. Back of head and throat 
streaked with fulvous and brown, the centre of each feather being brown, 
aud its edge fulvous. Interscaptilor region and the featlicra of the wing, 
coloured in the same manner, but the fulvons part is indented on each 
side of the shaA in the brown, giviog an obscurely barred appearance to 
these fenthers. Primaries brown, with lorge rounded marks of fulvous ; 
those on the first feather being sinnller, and almost white ; wing-coverts brown, 
and but little mottled. Tail with transverse bars of tbo same brown aud 
fulvous, the latter colour much clearer aud stronger on the external feathers ; 
in tire central ones, the fulvous part includes irregular markings of the dark 
brown, ruder surface.— Throat and breast, with center of each feather 
brown, ctlged with fulvons; the former colour being predominant. On the 
belly and under tail-coverts the brown coloured marks on the shafts are 
utirrow, but they are united to narrow transverse bars, which form at the 
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jKiints of interBection iiiiirked somethin)' like arro>v-lieui3s. The fulvous tint 
is here predominant. Downy feathers ou thighs satnc fulvous colour as rest 
of body. Bill black- 

Form.— S econd primnry scarcely petceptibly longer than the first, and fourth 
mther longer than first. Tarsi thickly clothed with short feathers to the 
root of the nails- 



Tutil boetb . - 
Wbip . . . . 
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S Fi«D tip of beak to fulorior odg« of DOfCril 
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Hahilal, James Ulnnd, Galapagos Archipelago, {Oelobtr). 

Mr. Gould informs me. that "this species Las most of the essential .haracters 
of the common short-eared owl of Europe CStrix brachnotaj, hut differs from 
it, and nil the other members of the group, in iu smaller size and darker 
colouring." 

The lesser proportional size of the fulvous marks on the first primaries, mid 
on the tail, and the peculiar transverse brown marks on the feathers of the belly, 
easily distinguish it from the common short-eared owl. The specimen described 
is a male bird. 



2. Otus PALfsrnia. GohU. 

Sthji bracLfot*. L*th. 

Specimens of this bird were obtained at llie Falkland Islands, at Santa Cruz 
in Patagonia, and at Maldonado on tlie northern hank of the Plata. At the 
Inlter place it seemed to live in long grass, and Irmk to flight readily in the day. 
At the Fnlklnlid Islands it harboured in a similar manner amongst low bushes. 
Mr- Gould says. “So closely do the specimens brought home by Mr. Dnrwin, 
resemble European iadividualR, that I can discover no specific difference, by 
which tliey may be distinguished. ’ 

We have, therefore, the same species occurring in lat, 32° S. on the coast of 
South America, and iu the northcru division of the continent, according to 
Richardson, even as fiir us the siity-scvEiith degree of latitude. Jardinc says it 
is found iu the Orkney islands (lat 5S°). and in Siheriu; and Hint ho has received 
specimens of it from Canton. M. D'Orbiguy says it is found in the Sandwich 
and Marianne islands iu tlie Pacific Ocean, nnd at Bengal in India- This bird, 
therefore, may be considered us a true cosmopolite. 
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^§tiijc ruApoa, in Zooingica] .Tuonul, A'ol. iiL p. iSA. 

I obtnined a apecimen of tills bird from ii purly of Fucgiuns ia the extreme 
soutbero islands of Tiemi de! Fiiegn. Owls arc not uiicudiidoii in this rouutry, 
uud as small birds are not plentiful, and the lesser rodents extremely scarce, it at 
first uppcars difEcult to imagine on what they feed. The following fact, perhaps, 
explains the circuioatance : Mr. Byuoe, tlie surgeon to the " Beagle, " killed an 
owl in the Clionos Archipelago, where the nature of the country is very similar 
to that of Tierrn del Fuego, ami, on opening its sloiuach, he found it filled with 
the remains of large-sized crabs : I conclude, lliertdbre, that these birds here 
likewise subsist chiefly on marine productions, 



S«b.-Fah.— STRIQ1N.S. 

1. Strix flahhea. I.itM. 

I obtained a specimen of a wliite owl from Bahia Blanca in Northern Puta- 
gonia, and Mr. Gould remarks concerning it, that he only retains tlie name of 
S. Jlammen proxisionally, until all the white owls, from earious conntries. shall 
have been snbjected to a careful examjualion. Mr. Gould suspects, that when 
Ibis is effected, tlie South Auieticnu white owl will prove to be spcciflcaliy 
distinct from that of Europe, 

2. Strix fumctatissima. O. II. Gray. 

PUOr tv. 

S. supra ni^ricufut.^awi subnebulosa, minuth albo-panctatissima, umcahi albii ad ujiicem 
plumie, cifiusvis; subtus J'vtva.foiciu iHterruptis Higricantibus ; candu dvrso cohcu- 
lore, Ki^n'coMCi^iuciatd, apice albd ; disco J'aciali casCaiteo-ruJ'o nigricaMi-riebulesO 
circumdalo, pogoniu iaiemis albis, scapia nigris ; pedibus loHgis, iu/'ra genu 
piuTHosis; isar.ro reliquo digitssqve subpilosis. 

IjKIg. ML IS] I ; oshAs, 41 I MT<i, !/,. 

Colour, — H eed and feathers within facial disc, glossy ferruginous brown, Chose 
forming the margin of it, same coloured, with their tips dark brown, Buck 
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of hetid nod ibront smoky brown, mottled with tmmorous siimll white dots, 
on the tips of the feathers. Back and wing-coverts the same, with the 
white spots larger and purer. Wings : primaries, same dark brown, mottled 
with dull chesnut red; the tip of each, with the exception of the three 
first, is marked with a Irinrgular white spot, of the sumo kind with those 
over the rest of the body, but larger. Tail, transversely barred with 
brown and reddish fulvous, and the extreme points mottled with white. 
I'ndei- tur/aet. Breast, belly and lining of wings, fulvous, mottled with 
brown ; — the feuthers being trunsvcrsely barred with narrow brown lines. 
Tinder sido of tail, pnle grey, with well defined transverse bars of a darker 
gray, Short downy feathers on tarsi, of a brighter fulvous limn the rest of 
the under sorface. 

Fobm. — Third primary rather longer than second; first equal to third. Wing, 
exceeding the tail in length by nearly one inch and a quarter. Short 
fcatliers on the tarsus, exiendiug about one-third of its length, below tiie 
knee. Tarsi, elongated, Toes and lower part of tarsi, with few Scattered 
brown hairs. 

TunJIrogUi laj I Twsi 

Wirg r,p»n«J:torictiM 

Till 4> I MlMIe Uv, fnim ><xn of ckw tv ii 

Habitat, James Island, Galapagos Archipelago, [October.') 

1 am indebted to Mr. G. H. Gray for tlie description of this species, which is 
deposited in the British Museum. Only one specimen was obtained during our 
visit 1o the Galapagos Archipelago ; and this formed part of the collection made 
by the direction of Captain FitzRoy. 

Tills owl is in every respect a true Stiix ; it is fully a third less than the 
common species of Europe, and difl'ers from it in many respects, especially in 
the darker colouring of its phimogc. The colouring of the Plate is not perfectly 
necurateiu its minuter details. 
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Family.— C A P U 1 MU L G I D 
Sc»-Fam— oaprimulgina;. 

1. Caprimi'LGI'S BiFAstiATUs. Gunld. 

C«priimJgQi liisdAtui, G»PiW, in Prom»iuipoIllia Zooligiial Soortp, Fcknmiy ISST, p. SS. 

C. caiiile nigro/usco el /ulveiKtfile orHatas; cand6 atbo bi/acriata, faitii la-mi- 
uali lali : primd imgastii primariis nigraceRtilmsfaiciu aagwia albi ad nwrfiiUA.- 
uli! spm iU mntuU alM nofah'j,- guttnre l-aHuli albd ; secmtdariis teclrinbHstjae 
ahxnin maculii j'uUeactMe ad apicem i criMo pallidi rujtscthte ; roilro 
fastis. 

Long. loL UM,, DJ ; aA», : niwto. 3 i Usm f. 

Front and back of head gray, mottled wilb btaek and with little fnlvous- Tbe latter 
colour more abundant, and in larger markings in the interacapular region, and 
on the wing-coverts. The black markings give asomewhat streakedappearance 
to tlie hack of bead and intersenpuiara. On the hack of throat the fulvous tint 
is so much pronounced, that a collar is formed which is continued under a 
white one round the breast. Wings : primaries brownish-black ; foar external 
ones, with a large white mark, forming a Imnd, at about one-third of their 
length from their extremities ; lliese white marks are edged with fulvous, and 
the part on the outer web of the first primary, is wholly so coloured. The 
other primaries are marked with reddish brown, as are tlie secondaries and 
terliaries, the marks becoming more numerous and smaller, and the colours 
more mottled, nearer the back. Tail ; upper tail-coverts and two central 
feathers of tail marked like those on tlie back ; tliu black, however, forming 
narrow interrupted transverse bars. The pair uext to these central ones have 
near their extremities a large white murk, but only on the inner shaft. In 
the three succeeding pairs, the white spot cstends on both aides of the shaft, 
and in each puir increases somewhut in size ; so that in the external pair, llie 
white spot is merely bordered with ii very narrow, faint margin, of brown 
and fulvous. At about half their length, all the featl.cra, willi the exception 
of the central pair, have a smaller white mark, but only on the inner side of 
the sliaft. This mark is Irunsverse, in the form of a band, and tlie white 
blends into fulvous on tbe edges of the webs. Outer web of tliese same 
external feathers, are transversely barred with black and lulvous. f ader 
surface. -Chin, breast, belly, and lining of wlogs, dirty fulvous, with numerous 



narrow, irregular, transvcrBe bare of brown. Throat with white collar, 
beneath which the fulvous lint is predominant, forming a kind of undercollar, 
which is continued round the whole neck. I'niler lail-covertB fulvous,— tall 
itseli' appears almost black, with a great terminal white band, and a narrower 
one at about half its length. 

ige, an inch and n quarter shorter than the tail. Second primury, scarcely 
perceptibly longer tboa the thinl ; the first about an eighth »f an loch shorter 
than the second, and » tbs longer than the fourth. Feathers on wing, with 
the outer webs, slightly excised. 






9J ] T.rw 

! \ ormiddktMwithDatUioriiw . 



Habitat, Valparaiso Chile. {August). 



This species frequents the mountains of central Chile. When bivouacking 
oue night on the Bell of Quillotn, at an elevation of 0000 feet above the sea. I 
heard a gentle, plaintive cry, which I was told was inude by this bird. It is 
regarded with superstitious dread by many of the lower orders. 

Mr. Gould observes, that ‘‘this species bns a strong resemblance, at the 
first glance, with the Cuprimulg^cs Euro/iaus, but may be readily distinguished by 
its shorter wing, more lengthened tarsi, by a conspicuous while band across the 
base ol' the tail, and by all these feathers, except the two middle ones, having 
another white band near the tip." Mr. Gould then adds, as ■' I am quite uude- 
cided to which of the sub-genera lliis aud the following species should belong. I 
leave them for the present in the restricted genus, Cnprimutgus, altlioiigh 1 (certainly 
perceive in it mauy points of aSinity to tl*e group which inhabits the United Suites 
of North America." 



2. Capbimi'i.cus pabvulus. 6'o«/rf. 

Cijirinralgiu furtiiliii, (tnll, PnwiOTliBjW of tli« ZooLogiotl Svdrtr, Febniiry 1837, p. S»- 

C. capiU iuleasi fusco, gultis minahs < himiM onmto ; I'iKd ruJS ceruieeui ciugeule : 
^Hllure scupularihtsque ud uuifgiuem. nccHudariis ad apicem sli-amiMis ; pertore 
el abdamine tiueis /uicis trausoeisis : primariia nigrrscentibus, Iribus /auiis i«a?- 
t/valibuapallidbrufeieenlibns; caudijiuciis pallid^ JulrescenlibusetJuscit ormti. 
lAmg. tot. «mi., rj I »lw, 5 ; 4 ; Mm, ). 

Crown of head gray, with black longitudinal streaks. Back of neck with a fulvous 
ring, which extends round the front betieulh one of white, as in the C. bifas- 
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eiatu4. Back, dull gray. Iiitcrscnpuints, with liit ceutnil pari of each 
feather, black, terminating in a point ; the miter part of thcweh bring broadly 
fringed with a very pale fulvaos, tUa inucr with gray. Wings ; primaries 
brown, with fulvous marks, forming three irregular transverse bars, which are 
scarcely visible when the wing is closed. Tail and upper tail-coverU, dull 
coloured, very obHciirely marked with transverse bars of gray and fulvous, of 
dilTerent degrees of darkness. Uniler surface. — Tliroal while, edged with 
fulvous on lower side. IlrcaBt, belly, and under tail-coverts, fulvous, with 
numerous very narrow transverse bars of brown. The pale fulvous marks, 
forming intcrnipCcd bars, arc more plainly seen on this than on the upper side 
of the tail. 

Third primary, very little longer than second, nnd second than first. First rather 
longer than fourth. Exlreuiitics of wings reaching within an inch and a 
quarter of end of tail. End of tail mure rounded than in last species. 

T«»I Ingtb "^1 I fswn ^ 

tt'nUjB ,5 I Middle Un,auio iipot claw to joint attuol 

Tail 4 I From tip otbefllc to rierm ... I 

Huhilal, La Piota, '.feyitoiicr). 

This species is not uncommon on the wooded banks of the Parana, neat 
Sontu. F6, If disturbed, it rises from tbc ground, in the same inactive maucer 
as the European species. I saw one alight on a rope dingonally, but not so com. 
pletely in a longitudinal jHisitiun as does tlio C. Eump/pus, nor transversely os 
other birds. Mr. Gmild observes, that " this goatsucker is full a third less than 
the CaprimuJ/rus Europaias, and is remarkable for the uniformity of its markings, 
having no distinct white bars, or marks, eitiieron the wings or tail," 



Family. -IHRUNEINIDjE. 

1. PaOONE PL'RFl'EEA. Bott. 

IliniDilo purpurea, Wiit, 

My specimens were obtained at Mootc Video, (NovemberJ and Bahia Bianca, 
3d° S, (September) how mucli further suulliward this species extends I do not 
know, JardiiiB says, that in North America it migrates duriag summer as far as 
the Great Bear Lake, in Eat, 00” N. ; it is ineulioiied by M. Audubon, at New 
Orleans, 30“ N., and by Mr. Swuinson, at Pernambuco, iu e*“ S.; we may, there- 
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fore, conclude limt it mages tliraugliout botli Americas, but it is not found in the 
Old World. Wilson describes Ibis bird as a great faronrite with the inhabitants 
of Iforth Ameiica, both Eorojiean and Indian, who erevt boxes and other con- 
tmances near their bouses for it to build in. At Duliin Blanca, the females were 
beginning to lay in September, (corresponding to out Mairh; : they had excnvaled 
deep holes in a clifT of compact earth, close by the side of the larger burrows 
inhabited by the ground parrot of Patagonia, {Psittacara Patago»ka.) I noticed 
several limes a small flock of these birds, pursuing each otlier, in a rapid and 
direct course, flying low, and screaming in the manner so characteristic of the 
English Swift. 'Ilirundo Jpiu. Linn.; 

2- PnooNE Modest, V, Gnuld. 



Ilinindo cwcidor, GunU, is PN«»Hdiiig!i uf Urn Zoolnginl SwirCv, 

P. «itiWca-ml»cew/t-«i^po. 

Ixmg. tat. e inc : /ibr, Si; auJa, 5J ; urri, b 

The upper and under surface has not so strongly a marked purple shade, as in 
the P. purpurea. The primaries and feathers of the tail, however, huve 
a greeuish gloss, perhaps slightly mure luelullic. 

Tail not so deeply forked as in P. purpurea, which is owing to the two external 
feulliers on each side not being so much prolonged and bent outward, as in 
that species. Nostrils of less size than in the latter, although the beaks 
differ but little. Claws and feet are much leas strong, timu might have 
been anticipated, cTen propordotially to the less dimensions of this spctie.s 
compared witll the /-*. purpurea. 

Toul ImgUi 



Habitat, James Island, Galapagos Archipelago, {October',. 

j\Me. 

This swallow was observed only on this one island of the group, and it 
was there very far from common. It frequented ahold cliff of lava overhanging 
iho sea. Had not Mr. Gould characterized it as a distinct species. 1 shoedd 
liave considered it only os a small variety, produced by an uncoiigeuial site, of 
the Prague purpurea. 1 can perceive uo difference whatever from that bird. 
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excepting in its less size, slenderness of limbs, and less deeply forked tail ; and 

llic Intler difference may perhaps be owing to youth. 

I. HIRDSDO LEUtOPVGZA. Licki. 

My specimens were obtained at Port Famine, in Ticrra del Fuego, {Fehruray), 
nnd at, Valparaiso, in Chile, {AhuhU to September). At Port Famine lliey build in 
holes in a cliff of earth- Mr, Gould says, ■' were it not tor the bare legs of this 
little Martin, I should have some difficulty in discriminating between it and llic 
one so well known as a summer visitor in onr island." 



2. HittUKDO raoNTALis. Ooutd. 

U. teriict, plmnis aurieuiarilms. rforjo ct lamM p<ttorali nitidi Cftntleo viridtacentibue, 
HOti ulbd aapra narea, gvU carporeque .mblua nlbicaHtibaa. eriaao niteo, alia fauriu- 
qut J’uscia viridi tiwtia. roalro nigra, pedibua iHlenei/tucia, 
t/mg, lot. 4J UM. niu, tf i «•«*», S; (oivi, 



Upjier surface, with a greenish blue metallic gloss; which can faintly be peireiTed 
on the primaries and on the tail fcnlher*. The short feathers over each 
nostril white, thus forming two small white murks; those over the ridge of 
bill pale brown, giving together the appearance of a narrow wliile bund over 
the upper mundihle. Entire under surface and lining of wings pure white. 
Tarsi rather darker than in II. leucopygia. 

Very slightly larger than U. leucopygia; upper luandihle rather broader. 



Habitat, Monte Video, (^Hvvcmber). 

Mr. Gould says, " this species is closely allied both to the common martin, 
and to tJie last species ; from the former bird, liowever, its bare legs at once dis- 
tinguish it, while it differs from the latter in bring rather larger in size, in having 
nil obscure white mark on the forelieud, at the base of the bill, nud in having 
the metallic lustre of the upper surface deep steel green, instead of purple, which 
is the prevailing colour of both IlirimJo leueopt/gia and II. urhica." 

It is abundant on the northern bank of llie Plata, und more common than the 
H. pv-rina-ea, which freciuents the same localities. It probably replaces on (he 
eastern side of the continent, the II. leucopygia of Chile. 



). HlUl-Nl 



tcA. VieiU. 



It is uearly allied to tlie two latter species, but is readily distingciislied from 
Ibeiu by tlie. abaeace of the white rtirop. I proeuved specimens in September, 
both from Valparaiso, and from Bahia Blanra (Nortli Patagonia). At the latter 
place it built in holes in tlie same bank of earth with V. fwpmea. 

CvPSELfS OlilCOLOR. Jard. 
tt. imicolnr. Jfrd, » AWtjr. lllust. Omitb. pi. SS, 

I obtained a sperimen of this bird from St. Jago, CapedeVerd Islands, 
(September). 

It more resembled a swallow than a swift in tlie manner of its (light. T 
only saw n few of them. Insects occur so scantily over the bare and parched 
plains orbasaltic larn, which compose the lower parts of the island of St. Jago, 
ibat it is surprising bow Ibeee birds are able to find the means of snbsistcnce. 



Fahilv-— halcyomda;;. 

Halcyon esythborhykcha, OouU, Proc. Zool. Sac. 1837. 

Aloedu ScocgalMaiB w. A 

Ill January, during the first visit of the Beagle to 8t. Jago, in tho Cape dc 
Verd Islands, these birds were numerous. But in our homeward voynge, in the 
beginning of September, I did not see n single individunl. As Mr, Gould iuforms 
me it is an African species ; it is probably only a winter visitant to this archi- 
pelago. It lives in numbers in the arid volleys in the neighbourhood of Porto 
Pmyu, where it mny be generully seen porriicdon the branch of the castor oil plant. 
I opened the stomachs of several, and found them filled with the wing cases of 
Urthopterous insects, the constant inhabitants of all sterile countries ; and in the 
crow of one there was port of a lizard. It is tame uud solitary; its flight is not swift 
iiTid direct like that of the European kirgfislicr. In those respects, and especially 
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in iu abundance in dry rocky valleys wliere there is not a drop of water, it 
differs widely from the habits of the allied genus Alcedo ; althoagh certainly it 
abounded more in those valleys where streamlets occun’cd. This Halcyon was 
the only brilliutitly coloured bird which 1 saw on the island of St, Jago. 

I. Ceryle AuEBirAS'A, Hoir. 



This Kingfisher is common on the banks of the Parana. It frequents the 
borders of lakes and rivers, and sitting on the branch of a tree, or on a stone, 
it thence takes short flights, and dashes into the water to secure its prey. Its 
manner of flying is neither direct nor rapid, wliich character is so remarkable in 
the flight of the Europeuii species ; but it is weak and uiidulatory, aud 
resembles that of the soft-billed birds. It often arrests itself suddenly in its 
ronrse, and hovers over the surface of the water, preparetory to darting on sunte 
small fish. When seated on a twig it constantly elevates and depresses its toil ; 
and ns might have been expected from its ligiiTe, it does not sit in the stiff 
upright position so peculiar to the European Kingiisher. Its note is not unfre- 
qncntly uttered : it is low, and like the clicking together of two small stones. I 
was iuformed that it builds iu trees. Tlie internal coating of the stomach is of a 
fine orange colour. Mr. Gould Las seen specimens of this bird from Mexico ; it 
enjoys, therefore, a very wide range. 

2. Cbbyle TORQi'ATA, Bmap. 

Aludo tornnets. GmA. 
tiJN|uatik Awmh, 

This bird is rominon in the south (lart of Chile, in Clilloe, tlic Clionos Archi- 
pelago, and on tite whole west coast, as far as the extreme southern parts of 
Ticrra del Fuego. In these countries, it almost exclusively frequents the retired 
bays aud channels of the sea with which the land is intersected ; and lives on 
marine productions. 1 opened the stomach of one. and found it full of the 
remains of ctuatacesc, aud a part of a smull fish. It occurs likewise in La Plata, 
and is very common in Brazil, where it haunts fresh water. It is said f Diet. Clast. 
d'Uist. Nat.) to occur in the West Indian islands; it Ims, therefore, a wider 
rango (from the equatorial region to the neighbourhood of Cape Horn) than tlie 
Ceryk Attiericafut. 
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F,„,i.v._Mi;SC'ICAPIDiE. Vieill. 



Soi-Fah.— TY nANNlNiE. Sw. 



SaI'KOPHAGVS glLPUVRATUii. Sipatns. 



Tynmins inlphTintiiA. Ksg. deZwl. 1837. 



Tiie iiabits of Ibis bird are singular. It is very coimnon in the open country, 
on tliG Dortbern banks of the Plata, where it does not appear to be a bird of 
passage. It obtains its food la many different methods. I hare frequently 
observed it, hunting a Aeld, hovering over one spot like a hawk, and Uieii 
proceeding on to another. When eeen from nsliort distance, thus suspended in the 
uir, it might very readily be mistaken for one of tlio rapacious order; its sloop, 
however, is very inferior in force and rapidity. At other times the Saurophagus 
haunts the neiglibourhood of water, and there, remaining stationary, like a 
kingAsher, it catches any small Ash vrhich come near the margin. These birds 
not unfrequently are kept, with tlieir wings cot, either in cages or in court- yards. 
They soon become tame, and are very amusing from their cunning odd manners, 
which were described to me, as being similar to those of the common magpie. 
Their Aiglit is imdulatory. for the weight of the head and bill appears too great 
for the body. In the evening the SButophugiis takes its stand on a bush, often 
by the road-side, and continudUy repeats, without change, a shrill and rather 
agreeable cry, which somewhat resembles articulate words. The Spuniards 
say it is like the words, “ Bien te veo" (I see you well), and accordingly have 
given it this name. 



This species belongs to Mr. Swaiuson’s genus Milvulus (more ptofrerly 
Milvilus,) but which name Mr. G. R. Gray has altered to Muscivora as the latter 
was proposed for .W««r. forJwUa as far hack as IBtJl, by Laee(«iidc- 

It is very common near Buenos Ayres ; but I do not recollect having seen 
mauy ill Banda Oriental. It sits on the Uoiuth of a tree, and very frequently on 



Tybasnus, U. li. Girgr. 
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Ibe ombii, which U piaated in front of many of the farm houses, and thence 
takes short liights in pursuit of insects, rrom the rcmackuhle structure of iu 
tail, the inhabitants of the country call it scissor-Cail ; a name very woll applied 
from the luauner iu which it opens and shuts the forked feathers of its tail. Like 
all bitils thus constructed, (of which the frigate bird offers a most striking 
example), it has the power of turning very shortly in Us fligbl, at which instant 
it opens and sliuts its tail, sometimes, as it appears, in ahorizonlalund sometimes 
in a vertical plane. When on the wing it preseuts in its general appearance a 
caricature likeness of the common house swallow (Hirviuto rntUea). Tlic 
Muacivora. ultliougli uuqueatlouubly belonging la the family of Mnscicapide 
manifests ia Us habits an evident relationship with birds of the tlssirostml 
structure. 



Srs-GeN. PYROCEPHALUS, aovto. 

MfSClCAPA. AhH. 

Muscipeta. Cuv. 

Tvrannula. Sicain. 

Rosirnm capile breviu$, rtclum, dej>ri!stuin, bast selif itumerosis mgris obsessam; 
Hiandibuld saperiore euturgiuald, in/eriorem obtegeate ; iiaribas roluadatis palulis. 

Capul suberistalum. AUrUmgs; retaige prima secundum lerliamijiK loRgissiMtts 
suhcequalesfertteqaaule. Tarsi taediocres, aiitiei scuUilali,- digjlis lalcralibas iiw- 
qualiboj, ejleriore longiate. Cauda ttttdiecris qaadraia. 

Mr. Gould observes, that '' the males of nearly all tlie members of this group 
;w-hich may be considered either as a distinct genua or sub-gcuus of Myiobins), 
iiave the crown of the head and greater pact of the under surface scarlet. Four 

species were obtained.— Pyroe«pAa/i«pan iro»//-iV,f(?ouW;, and d/ufi'icapacoroAOhi, 

(Avet.), may be taken as types. 

1. Pyrocephall-b pahvibostris. Gould. 
niiiw VI. 

Le Cl.orTiwie. Amis. No. 1T7. 

P. supri/ujcits; eapite et sublus HUidipuuiceis ; reciricibusexteriarilnes Ifctricuuiqite 
el seaindarionwi opicifiiij^njeo-Mur^iBafir. 

1.01^. WC 5-^ one.; sbr, 18.^ ; eswftr, 2.^; Mni, rart, .fy. 

Crown of the head, crest, and all llie under surface, bright scarlet ; the remainder 
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of tlie iilumafe'e, deep brown ; the outer lail-feutbers on each side, aud the 
edges of the secondaries end wirg-eoverts, margined with grey. 

Habitat, La Plato. (Octoier.) 

This species differs from Pyr. cannaltu or Maiitiqm coromta. of authors, 
chiedy in its size ; in other respects it is very similar. The admeasurements ot 
the latter, for comparison (as given me by Mr. G. K. Gray), are : total length. 
5 inches and 6 lines ; bill, between H and 10 lines ; wings, 3 inches and 2 lines : 
tail, 2 inches and 7 lines ; tarsi, 7 or 8 lines. 

During the summer, this bird was common both near Buenos Ayres and 
Maldonado ; but at the latter place. I did not see one in the months of May, 
June, July, (winter) and therefore, no doubt it is a bird of passage, migrating 
soutliwnrd during the summer from Brasil. The birds of this and the allied 
gencru, correspond very closely in their habits to certain of the Sylviad® of 
Europe ; some of the species frequenting bushes, like the black -esp, {Sylvia atri- 
fiipilla, ; others more usually tbe ground, as the robin t^Sylvia rabecHla) or hedge- 
sparrow {Acceator Ktadalaris). Another group {SgfutlliiTis, 4'C.) represent those 
European Sylvim, which frequent reeds. 

2- PvBDCEPHALVS QBSCUaUB. Oo«ld. 

/’. Heidas rafolincint; praciyui in/roHU vailreque. 

Long, tut, one. ; at*, ; wnAn, fom, -fgi rM. .ft. 

All the plumage chocolate-brown, liuged with red, the latter colour predominatiiiit 
on the forehead and lower part of the abdomen ; bill and tarsi, blnck. 

A single specimen was obtained, and it would appear to be either an inuiiu- 
ture bird or a female, 

Habitat, Lima, Peru. (Augiul.) 

3. PVBOCEFKALUS SAS08. O'iih/iI. 

Puts VII. 

P,yW»rirs; exUrionm margiHibus et aecundarioi'KiH upicibHs 

nitidi ffrisen-branueu. 

Pemimi, bntmim; gaillurt grUeo-albo ; carport aubln» jmltidi Jl'icarente i pictorU 
hilimimque plumis tn lacdio bmnneo-alrialia. 

Long, lot. *11 uot; «4r, e*i «■«*», 8ft i !»m, ft ; fWIri, ft. 

Mule. 

crcsl, and all the under surface, scarlet \ back, wings, and 



Crown of the head, 
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tail, eooty-brown ; the extenial margin of the outer tail feathers, onil the lips 
of all, light greyish brown ; hill and rarsi, block. 

Femule. 

All the upper surface, wings, oad tail, brown ; throat, greyish white ; the 
remainder of under surface, pale buff, the feathers of the chest aud flanks, 
with an obsenre fine stripe of light brown down the centre. 

Habitat, Galapagos Arclupelago. (Aipfcmicr.) 

There is nothing remarkable in the habits of this bird, It frequents both the 
arid and rocky districts near the coast, and the damp woods in the higher parts of 
several of tbe islands in the Galapagos Archipelago. 

4. PvROenPHALt'S DCBUIS. Oovid. 

tat/wr, Ihidu) ; frmle.sapsrciliU corywreiywc mbtns sli-amineis ; lertriciias slraminn 
Uug.M.Sf, B* eWrr, l*; <ar«, r«(. 

Forehead, stripe over the eye, and all the under surface pale buff ; back of tlie 
neck and upper surface chocolate brown ; greater and lesser wiug coverts 
niQigined with buff. 

Habitat, Galapagos Archipelago, (Sepicmfier',. 

From tbe appearance of this bird when alive, nlllioiigh closely resrudiling 
1’. namis. I entertained no doubt that it was a distinct species. Mr. G. R. Gray 
informsmethat there is a specimen of a male in the British Museum, which differs 
from the male of the precedent species, in having the upper colour of a decided 
brown, and the external margins of tlie outer tail feathers and lips of the 
secondaries rather reddish white ; also in size as stated by .Mr. Gould. 

MviiiBiia. O. R. Gray. 

TvRANtruLA. Sicai'rts. 

Mr. Gould had adopted for the following species Mr. Swainson's generic 
appellation of Tprannula, but Mr. G, R. Gray bus pointed out, that as Tyrsnnulus 
was proposed nud published eleven years before, namely in I8IQ, hy Vieillot, it 
becomes necessary to change the former name, and therefore he proposes 



UBD3. 



47 



I . Mviobu'S albk'EFB. O. JZ. Crny. 

MuMipela alllaipA. K’Ort. « Ufr. Mag. de Zai. 1837, p. 47. 

ThU bird is Dot uncommon in Tietra del Fuego, and along the western coast 
of the soudicm pari of the continent, where the land is covered with trees; 
it U occasionally found ncnrYsIparaiso in central Chile ; and likewise in Banda 
Oriental on the banks of the Plata, where the country ia open, from all of whirli 
places I procured specimens, At Port FamiDe and in the islands of the C'honos 
Archipelago, it inhabits the gloomiest recesses of the great forests. It generally 
remains quietly seated high up amongst the tallest trees, whence it constantly 
repents a very plaintive, gentle whistle, in an uniform lone. The sound can be 
heard at some distance, yet it is dilfirult to perceive from which qaarter it 
proceeds, and from how fur off; and I remained in consequence, for some time 
in doubt, from what bird it proceeded. 

3. Myiobii' 9 AuaicEn. 

TynumulA aniMeix. Uiwfd, MS. 

M. ruj'ii//; eapiie cristato hilu/i JUivo; p/<i»iurn»i npicifcw iiaimefi; aii> bninneis, 
atcuudariarum nmrgiuiftns hxlrimmqaie apieilnu rujia; ca«dd pailidi brnniied, 
plimiarum e.rferBacum marginibm exteruis paUidinribm ; gtUlKre coipornpie 
wblHa jKillidiJlavesrenli-albu ; plumii aUgulufatein ceulrali brHnard. 

L«ig. tot. Sfy uoc 1 ula, tf, JA A -h- 

All the upjmr suriiice rufous ; the basal portion of the coronal feathers yellow ; 
tail uniform light brown, the externul margin of the outer feathers lighter ; 
wings brown, the external margin of the secondaries and the tips of the 
greater and lesser wing-coverts rufous ; throat aud oil the under surface pale 
bulTy while, each feather having a brown mark down the centre ; bill brown ; 
feet black. 

Habitat, Buenos Ayres, La 1‘lntii, (.At^tul). 

This bird is about the size of a sparrow. It a nearly allied to 1'proHkHla 
Jerrugiiua of SwainsoD and iV. ciuManoHea of D’Orbig. and Lafr. 
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3. MviOfill'^ KARVIROkTRIit. 

TvTaDDDU parviiMtns, MB, 

.1/. lupri TufobriiuHtasi pilto, nvckd hunierimjue otuevri olivacto-bruiinei!i; alin 
ftriui'iriaiiim el secniuhriamm laurginibHs ejeteriue angnali lecliiciimijne litlf 
/nngiMevii camlu gullHreque griun-brnniuis ; peelore abtiumina/vc Jhtescenli 
bruHneis. 

L..nn. rtr«, * ! 

Crown of the head, back of the neck, anil sbaulders, dnrk olive brovvn ; back 
ami upper tail coverts rufous brown ; wings brown ; the external edges of 
the primaries and sccouducies finely, and the grealet and leaser wing coverts 
broadly margined with ferruginous; tail uniform greyish brown; tliroiit 
brownish grey ; chest and abdomen sandy brown ; upper mandible dark 
brown ; nnder mandible yellowisb brown ; feet blackish brown. 

Habitat, Tierra del Fuego, Chile, and Lu Plata. 

This bird inlmbits the forests of Tierra del Fuego. and ns I procuretl 
specimens of it in the beginning of winter (Jane), it probably remains throughout 
the yenr in the extreme southern part of South America. Other specimens were 
procured on the banks of the Plata, aud near Valparaiso in Chile; it has there- 
fore a wide range. 



4. MviOBIl'S MAC.NIROSTBIS. 

Tmiurula irftjniirovtris, (tohM, 

M.F(xm. Sfipru oiix aceo-brKKtten. ; raudd hrmned; rectriceai w/rnuii aw iMor^nirtei 
irri’eo-bmneii gullare pectnrfgue nlivaceo griteit; caudrei/ne tfrlriciina 

w/a ioribwi piUidh flavU; alia satirrali bruHHrh, aaxuHilarm fec/; ici4«»gae late 
giisco marginalia. 

Ix,cK tot. 5A I air, i ; larri, H i row. -ft. 

Crown of the head and back olive brown ; tail brown ; tlie external margins of 
the two outer feathers greyish brown ; throat and chest olive grey ; abdomen 
utid under Uil coverts very pale citron yellow ; wings dark brown; second- 
iiriea, greater and lesser wing coverts broadly margined with grey ; bill and 
feel black. 

Hnbitut, Chatham Island, Galapagos Archipelago (OrtoSer). 

This bird and the Pgracephalua wauae. inhabit the same island. Not very 
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Gems.-SERPOPHAGA, CohM. 

Ilmtniw enpite tuHlU brevitts, i ieliiiii, suidepresium ; lomiis riclis ; mnndibu/d 
nperiore nubnaar^inatii ; naribiis iaja/jius, laleralibai, piHt mollibun aniici veisia 
piirtim tectis. Ala breves, concavte, remige ijtiarla loHgissimd. Cantlii loagiuseiUa 

mrHiam> breciare, lalernlihKt teijvaltbtis, exteriore cum mediami nd arlidtlnm 



I. Serfophaga Fabulvs. GoM. 

MuKicapa ptrulu, Kktiu, M«ui. L'Acod. Imik doa 3ol. St. Patera. 1R3I. 1. p. tOO. PI. 9. 

S^vialtlnaml, Ora/, Zak. Mix. ISSI.p. )l. 

(‘ulirirora paniluj, f/Orbvj. & Lu/r. Uaj. da Zoo]. 1497, p. 97. 

This bird is common io central Chile, in Patagonia, nmi nithoiigli found in 
Tierra del Fuego, it is not numemua there. Its specUic name is very well cliosen, 
as Isaw no bird in South Amerira whose habits apiJioach so near to iliosc of our 
tom-tils (i’araj). It frequents boshes in dry places, actirely hopping about tljcm. 
and sometimes repeating a shrill cry ; it oi'ten moves in small bodies of three and 
tour together. In Angust I found the nest of one in a valley in the Cordillera of 
central Chile ; it was placed in a bush and was simply constrocted. 

a. Sebpophaga albO-cobo.sata. GcmM. 

S. snpra o/r'rn«o irK«»n;, sublns pallidi jiava ; pileo ai^'raiccHti Aj'hnii«i>. im hue pla- 
min-wm hisUma lineiUjue siifrru ocw/«» albisi alts mgrescmli bmnHeis, primariu 
angusti olivartn tnargimlii, ieetrieibus tali oUvueeo-grisen mnrginalis, gvUure 

lj>ng. lot tfti otr, 2; enu*r, 2; Mrri, ,f, ; rat. .f^ 

A Stripe of white from the nostrils over each eye ; crown of the head brown, tlic 
basB of all the feathers pure while ; back of the neck, back and npiier luil 
coverts olive brown; wings blockish brown, the external edges of the pri- 
maries finely margined with olive, and tlie grejiler and lesser wing coverts 
largely tipped with olive grey; tail uniform browm; tliroat grey; abdomen 
and under tail coverts pale citron yellow, bill aud feel brown. 

Hahilat, Maldoaado, La Plata, (/u»e). 
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Thia bird, like the last apecies, (teuerally mores in very small flocks, Its 
habits, 1 presume, are also very aimilBr; for I state in my notes that it closely 
Bpjironrlies to our tit-mice in genera] matnicra aud appearance, 

5, SeUPOPBACM NKiRlfANS, (rotiM. 
uj^rican^ FWfl- 

Tochuris nigrlnD£, if Lafr. Maf. de Zool, 1807, p. S3. 

Le Fetit Tncbiuia tuxritre, A.TAni. Xo, iOT, 

This bird is common in the neighbourhood of Maldonado, on the banks of the 
I’laU, It generally frequents the borders of lakes, ditches, and other moist 
places; but is related in its general inonnors with the last species. It often 
slights on aquatic plants, growing in the water. When sealed ou a twig it occa- 
sionally expands its tail like a fan. 



Sub.-Fam.— TITYRA h',®. (Psabiaxib, Sir.) 



pAeHVBAMPUi's. O. R. Graff. 

PMfayrkyncbus, ^p£r, 

I, PACUYBAMPHnS ALBESCENS, 
ruliyrhyiicbn* fllbeacena, OohI^. MS. 

PlATE XIV. 

1‘. oUvaeto-griieHS ; nlU mgrtscertli bruHiteis, albcscenti eoJTHire- 

i/ve aublus griieo-aJbia ; a/nrum teelrii'ibtu infoioribtis pallulb mIp/iHreis. 

J/mg, tot. 6f, tmu. ; nip. i *A i 'om', ft ! n*, *. 

Head and all the upper surface olive grey ; wings blackish brown, the coverts 
and secondaries broadly margined with dull white ; primaries narrowly 
margined with greyish white; tail blackish brown, the external web of the 
outer feather while; under surface of the shoulder pale sulphur yellow; 
throat and under surface greyish white; bill and feet black. 

Habitat, Buenos Ayres. 

The generic name of Pachyrbynebus Spix, is changed by Mr. G. R. Gray, 
to I'acbfframphas, as the former word is used in entomology. 
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PuAta XV. 

i‘. ntfo bnmntua ; eapiU gvttureqiu bruHneo-mgris ; plumarwa laaibui ulbis ; ulis 
faiutdqw brnaueii, plumis JJavesetnli-albo Tnargiaalia; cnili Inlefibna, /naeiu 
ptcloraU htjyochonidriisqut fuhii ; jog<»lo rtm<m/ae pallid? JiavenceaUbHa. 

Long, lol, 3^; o/»^ »■"*’. 'fr ■ “"'i fl- A- 

Crown of the head, sides of tlio face and throat blackish brown, each feather 
white at the base; Wk of the neck black, and upper tail coverts rufous 
brown ; wings and tail dark brown, each feather margined with sandy white ; 
sides of the uerk, under surface of the shoulder, band across the chest mid 
flanks reddisti fawn colour ; lower part of tlie throat, and centre of the abdo- 
ineii very pole huff; bill and feet blackish brown. 

Habitat, Monte Video, (JVaceBi6er). 



Sos-F»h.-FUJV1COLINjE. 8wais. 

Alhctuuuii ouibayeiupa. Vieill. Bict. 

Vutiiiri pulun. rn>i»„ PI. Col. t. Ud >wl tUK. 

raorin, FMU., (Sal. dnOU. PI. 131. 

This bird is not uncommon ou tlie 0 |>en grassy country near Maldonado on the 
bunks of the Plata. It sits generally on the cop of a thistle ; from which it makes 
ahort flights and cntclies its prey in the air. The two long featliers in its tail 
nppear quite useless to it. It soinetiuies feeds on the ground. In the stomach 
of one which I opened there was a spider (^Lyeaaa), und some Coleopturn. 

1. LicHBNOPS PBBSPICILLA'l'VS. O. It. Oroj. 

8rlm pen^uilkU, Ouul. 

Ads Cammenuiii, Lata. 

PorapkillA Uriioi^rtrm, AVaiar., Nftt. rdbr. x. Plyc. p. 105, PL S. 

Fluxi^ ^idUlU, Mog.dsZoul. 1837, p.SV. 

This bird belongs to tlie sub-genus, P«r«;»i'eiWu, of Mr. Swainson ; but ns Mr- 
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G. R. Gray has pointed out that Commerson had prerioualy considered it the type 
of Ids ^enus, L.ichenops.v.e liavc been iodncc<I to prefer tlie latter as tUc oldest naine. 
It is rommoD in tbc neighbourhood of the Plata, and across llio Pampas, as far as 
Mendoza on the eastern foot of the Andes ; it 1ms not, liowerer, crossed those 
mountains and entered Chile. Tl nsunlly sits on the top of a thistle, and like our 
common fly -catchers {Mttseicapa prisoia), lakes short flights in pursuit of insects; 
but does not, like that bird, return to the same twig. It feeds, also, occasionally 
on the turf : in the stomach of some which 1 opened, I found Coleopterous insects, 
chiefly CurculionidEE. Beak, eye-lid, and iris, beautiful primrose yellow. 

3, Licbenops ekvthroptesus. Gantd. 
rt.ii* IX. 

supra HigresreHli-hr9amus,pUahisrafo-margimtii; primariit secHiidiiriuque mshi- 
neis, apirihi^ pogottitE'pie txternre dimidio apicali Aj «»i«ei.r ; gvttvre rnrpweqiic 
siUilHS cerviuit ; pectort britnntthmarginato. 

All the upper surface and tail blackish hrown, each feullier margined with rufous; 
primaries and secondaries reddish chesnut, their tips and tlicir external webs 
for htdf their length from the tip, lirown ; tertiarie.s, greater and lesser wing- 
coverts dark-brown, each feather margined with reddish buff; throat, and 
all the under surface, fawn colour ; the chest spotted with brown ; base of 
the bill, and chiefly of the lower mandible, as well as the iris, bright yellow; 
eye-lid, blackish yellow; feet, dark brown. 

Habitat, Banks of the Plata. 

This bird is not very common. It frequents damp ground, where rushes 
itrow, on the borders of lakes. It feeds on the ground and Kalki. It is certainly 
allied in many respects with the foregoing species, but in its power of walking, 
and in feeding on the ground, there is a marked difference in bubits. As it has 
lately been doscribed(Swainson'8Mat. Libr. Ornitli. x. p. 100.) us the female of the 
L. jmr.ipictllalHs, 1 will liore point out some of its chief distiuguisLing cliaraclors. 
Its beak is slightly more depressed, but with the ridge rather more plainly pro- 
nounced. In the L.perspicillatus, the upper nmiidible is entirely yellow, excepting 
the apex; in the L. crylhroplems, it is entirely pale brown, excepting the base. The 
eyelid in the former is bright primrose yellow, in the latter blackish yellow. The tail 
of L. cn/lhropUrus is stiunrer and contains only ten feathers instead of twelve : the 
wing is A of ail inch shorter, and the secondaries relatively to ihepriniaricsare also 

shorter. Theredcolour on the primaries represents, but Joes not correspond with, the 

white on the black feathers of L.per-*j>icj7/aliM,-aodthcsecoiidurics in the two birds 
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are quite diSercDtly marked. In L. erythroplerm, tlie (bird, fouitb, and fiftli 
primnriee arc (lie IcngeEt. and are eiiual to each other; the second is only a Utile 
sliorler than the tliird. In i. the tliird is ratlicr shorter llion the 
fourth ami fifth j and the second is proportionally shorter relatively to liie third, 
so that the outer part of the wing in Ibis species is more pointed than in L. e<y- 
ihrupUrus. Tlic hinder daw in the latter is only in nn extremely small degree 
atraighler tliuu in the former; and this, considering that the L. pertpiciilalHi 
generally perched, and when on the ground, cau only hop ; and that the L. erg- 
tlroptnvs feeds there entirely, and walks, is very reinarkahte. 

I. Fuivicola iCTr.BoPKBVs. D'Orb. 4 - Lufr. Mag. de Zool. 1S37. p. 69. 

Specimens were found hy mo both ot Monte Video and at Maldonado, On llie 
banks of the Plata. I found Culeoptera in their stomachs. 

2. Fli'vicula Ibuhebo. G. B. Gnig. 

Tyraiuiiu Lnjjwru, TuiUi, Eu)‘. Mrtli. p. S 2 S. 

MiiKic&pft nim, Av. pL f. 1. 
lju|Kit<i, Astfpii, No. sot. 

This elegant bird, wliich is conspicuous umongst most land species by the 
whiteness of its pluinnge, is found, tlioiigli not commonly,(in November) in Banda 
Orieolal ; whilst near Santa F^, ihreo degrees of latitude northw.ard, it was com- 
mon during the same time of year. It is rather shy, generally perches on the 
branches of bushes and low trees. 

3. Fluvtcola Azah^. GouM. 



!■'. nlta ,’ alit, eaudd eaudrrqta letlriciOmi alrh, hii alio-marginalis; primariis Jlaeta- 
muii-albie, Iniiibus itpifibrisqHe nigrii ; roitro pcdibasqne atru- 
U«.g. WUS* luir-; *A; «■«**. *Al “coili 

Head, all tlie upper and under surface white ; wings and tail black ; tall covcri.s 
black margiued with white ; primaries broad and crossed near their extremity 
with sulphur white, uud tipped with brown ; bill and legs black, 

Habitat, banks of tlie Plata. 
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This bil'd is Tery cumnon in tbe neij;bbourliood of Maldonado, vbert it 
frequents tbe open grassy plaios. U sits on tbe top of a Ibistle, or on a twig, 
and ratrlies the greater part of its food on tbe wiog. It is gcuerully qoiet in its 
movements and silent. Mr. GouIJ rcinurka, that be finds “nearly all the species 
of this peculiar group to differ remarkably in the structure of their wings ami 
tail, while in all other respects they closely resemble each other both in form and 
habit ; I have, therefore, hesitated to separate them into so many genera, I Iihvc 
iiasigned the present species to Mr. Swainsoo's subgenus Flnvieola, consideriog 
that differences in the furni of one organ alone would not be sufficient grounds 
for the institution of a new genus nmong such closely allied species ; the present 
bird evideully lends off to Tantioplera, a goiius proposeil many years since, by 
the Prince of Musigiiano for the Pepouzus of Azam. 

“This species is closely allied to, if not identical with the Peimiza l>o- 
iHiHicami of Azara, but as there is a degree of obscurity in his description, which 
causes some doubt on this point, 1 have considered it better to pay a just 
tribute of respect to lliat zealous labourer in the held of natuial science, by 
assigning Ills name to this very elegant bird." 

I. XoLMlS CORONAT*. Cr. R. Oral/. 

TjTaauiu ooromUiia, risiU. Ekiay, Mi'tli, |<. SSt, 

.Vty specimen was obtained on the wooded banks of tbe Parana, near Santa 
1-’^ in Lai. .Tl® S. 

Bole's name of Xolmis is adopted hy Mv. G. R. Umy, as it was proiiosed 
some live years anteriorly to that of the Prince nf Musignauo's. 

a. Xolmis nesoeta. ( J . R . ( img . 

Tyraiuuw usogrta, Skmiki. Joius. Sri, u. p, 3TB. 

FluviouU nnigvu, Hat, LU>r, Fly-catcbciv, p. lOZ. 8, 

Tyranaue pepoaxa, FitUI. Hnej- Mptb. p. 855- 

Tfraiuioa puly^iittva, Cut. 

My speiauien was procured at Maldonado, north bank of La Plata, where 
it is not comiiion. Its habits in many respects are like tliosc of the Flncitiila 
Atarte; it appears to catch its prey on the wing. Iris bright red. 
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.1. XoLMls viRiEciiTA. 6'. R.(Ji-ay. 

Pl.ATR XI. 

Pupoa .orisgitt. ItM. * iiyp. w«g. Zoul. IB37.p- «3. Voy. d«iu I'Amer. Mei. Om. pi. 39. f.S. 
TwiioplerA On rdnte. 

This bifO feeds in small flocks, often mingled with the icteri, plovers, and 
other birds on (he ground. Its manner of flight and general eppearanre never 
failed to call to my recollection our conimou fieldfares (r«rrfi«» Linti.' 

and I may olrserve that its plumage (in nccordancc with these Imhits) is diflereni 
from tliat of the rest of the genus. I opened tlie stomachs of some specimens 
killed nt Maldonado, and found in them seeds and ants. At Bahia Blanca 1 saw 
liiese birds catching on the wing large stercovorous Coleoptera ; in this respisrt it 
follows the habits, although ia most others it differs from those of the rest of its 
tribe. Iris rich brown. 



4. XoLMis PYROPE. O. R. 6Vay. 

pympe, iTOil.. Hcm.l'A«). Iiiip. d» Set. 81 . Pelws. IWI, p. lUI. pi. 10. V#pl imiUiili. 
pi. in. p. 19, 

PejKMhU pyrvp^ I/Or^. 4* ds 7mjL tB37. p. 93. 

This bird is not uncommon near Port Famine in Tierra del Fiicgo, and 
along the whole western coast (at Chiloe sfiecimens were obtained) oven as far 
north as the desert valley of Copiapd. In the thickly wooded countries of Tierra 
del Fuego and Chilop, where it is more common than furtlier northward, it 
generally takes its station on the branch ofa tree, on the outskirw of the forest. 
When thuM perched, usnnily nt some height above the ground, it sharply looks out 
for inbcets passing by. which it takes on the wing. Iris scarlet- It builds a 
coarse nest in bushes. Egg perfectly while, pointed oval ; length one inch, 
breadth -76 of an inch. 
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Genvv— AGRIORNIS- Go«W. 

Tynuioiie.A>./,<JG«». 

Pvpatza, EfOrl. <5* Ln/r- 

Roslnim lo«gil«dine ra/nlii, recluia, forte, cotitpretsiwt, airuple dijltiom, entargi- 
Hutum; lomiu rrclia integru; naribus bnsalibwi. liiiavJibm, rotmtdis, palu/ii; 
rietupilu rigidiwseuUs dbnesao. Alamediocres, remige primd longd, tertid guarliijne 
reijHnlihiu, loHgimimie. Caudn meditKrU, guadiata. Tarsi lo«gi, fortes, sqaauih 
nwssis oHTiHlatii digilfi nngaetpi/ postico mediaao bretiore, taleralibix ii-quahlms, 
liberis. 

Mr, Gould observes tiint tlie roemburs of this genus are remarknble for tlieir 
robust form urn] for ibeir strengiL niid magnitude of their bills ; and their habits 
strictly accord with their stnicUire, as they are fierce and courageous. 

The species are closely allied to those of the preceding genus.* 

1, Aiiniimsis cuTTfiULlS. (iould. 

TyianiiBB BuSBrelle, ■!(• ««■». Voysge da h F>r, Oil. d.i>« M«g. de Zrwl. IMfi. pL It. 
rupoBCB gutcunlic, TTOrd. 4 Htg. da Zvtd. 1S3T. p. fls. 

My specimens were obtaiued near Valpnraiso in Chile. 1 saw it as far 
north as the valley of Copiapd. I was assured by the iiilmbitants that it is a very 
fierce bird, and that it will attack and kill the young of other birds. 

2. AoEionMS BTBiATi's. Oould. 

A. Fmm. inleast oltvaceo-briiunca i aHs cuuddgae fujch, nargimbue 

opieeque palHtli bruniieis: rtelrimm ej^ternamm pogonid externa albdi gatture 
facieqve laleribus atbis, kisHigrostriatis;p(etorehypvchn>ulriisqMoHcaxeo-br<inaeu; 
ventre crissoque JiavesrB»libn». 

Long. lot. 10 use.; aia, 4,^; aivdiB, ; roKci, l-jV* 

Head, and all the upper surface dark olive brown ; wings and tail dark brown, 
each feather margined and lipped with pale brown, and the outer web of the 
external tail-feuther, white ; throat, and sides of the face, wliito, striated with 

* PoUnps to this geaua bolong ^wdsapa liemncpMUrida sod 

pL tS< f. I and S. O. H. &Rig. 
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block ; broBBt and flanks olive brown; centre of the abdomen and under 
tail-coverts, butf; bill, horn colour ; feet, black- 
Habitat. Santa Cruz, Patagonia. (-djur»7.) 

I nm not aware of any difference la habits between this species, and the fol- 
lowing {A. mieroplertis) ; nnd the country inhabited by itis similar. From these, 
circumstances I am induced to suspect, lliut it is the same species in an immature 



3. AORlOBNiS MICBOPTEBVS. 6'ouW. 



M. jiatlidi hruimtus, siibliu Jlactsceuli-allM); utarnm candmqnf phmii gnsto-vtargiaa- 
<u; gntlvTis albil, brunnto-maTgtnnlis. 

Head, all the upper surface, wings aud tail, pale brown, each feather of the wings 
and tail margined with greyish brown ; throat, white, striated with dark 
brown: the remaiuder of the under surface, huffy white; bill, dark born 
colour; feetbrown. 

Habitat, Port Desire, and St. Julian, Patagonia. (fttuMaiy). 

Tlicae birds frequent the wild valleys in which n few thickets grow. They 
gelicrully take their stand on the upper twigs. They are shy. solitary, and not 
numerous. Mr. G. R. Gray considers the two specimens which were obtained 
to be immature, and that one is u full-fledged young, and the other a nestling 
of the Agr. rtriofiw. 

4. Auriobnis mabitibus. C. Jl. Gray. 

Piiis XIII- 

rupcom Eiiritima, D'Ori. M Lrfr., M»g. d» ZooL 1887. p. «*. 

Agriortiu leucnioB. tod on PI. ntu. 

loLabiis the coast of Patagonia. It is a scarce, shy. solitary bird, frequent- 
ing the valleys in which tliic;kets grow, but often feeding on the ground. In the 
interior plains of Patagonia, on the banks of the Santa Cruz. I several limes saw it 
chasing beetles on the wing, iu a peculiar manner, half hopping and half flying ; 
when thus employed, it spreads its tail, and the white feathers in it are displayed 
in a very conspicuous manner. 1 also met with this species in the lofty and arid 
valleys ou the eastern aide of the Cordillera of Centra! Chile, and likewise at 
Copiupd. 
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Family.— LA N I A D Ji. 



Sus-Fak.— LAN 1AS.€, SwAisa. 
Cyclarhis Giiianensis, Shcaittn. 



LAfuafraOnj-iuieiu^ ItOrti. tt L^. 

Le SooTOOn*. LmnH. Oia. B’Afr. PI Tfl. t t. 

My specimen was obtained at Maldouudo, in tlie larter end of May. 1 did 
not see uuotlier during my residence tlicre. In its stomuch were Coleoptem. 



Spb-Faw.— THA ilNOPHILlNiE, 
THAHSOPaiLCS DOLIATUg, VieiU. 



My sparunen was obtained at Maldonado, where it is not very common. It 
generally frequents liedge-rovrs. Cry rather loud, but plaintive and ugreeable. 
Iris, reddish orange; bill, blue, eapecially base of lower mandible. I observed 
individuals ;female8?) in which Ibe black, and white bands on iJic bteuat 
were scarcely visible, and even those on the under tail-coverts but obscurely 
markcil. 



Family.— TURDID^. 



1. TuBDIJS BUriTENTER. Lickl. 

T. nBToiier, UcAl. Ual. p. 38. 

Vtgiil. Eccy. Mflth. p. 699 ? 

D'Ori. a L-0-. Toy. de I'Aimt. Mct. Ay. p. idi. 

Qrivc roiMB ot noiiiLlre, .Ashtv, No. 79. 

luidiu CkocLi, ViailL End)'. Nelli, p. 389. 

D'OrA ft L(^r. Uag. de Zoo], 1835, p. 17. 

T. kucomelM, rUfl. Feicy. Uolli. 3A4. 

T. oniiTralor, Rjit. At. 8p, Nor. toiu. 1. p. 70. U Lxle. L l.m. 3 fcm. 

Le grive bloncho et uuiMcra, No. 80. 

The white-bellied thrueh, described under the three latter synonyms, accord- 
ing to M. U'Orbigny, (p. 203 of the omithological pari of bis work), is the 
female of the 2'. ru^twatfr. My specimeus were obtniued at Maldonado and the 
Rio Negro, which latter place, in 41'’, is its most southern limit: Spix found it 
near Bio de Janeiro in Brazil. It utters a note of alarm rery like that of the 
common English thrush, {Turdas masiem). 



2. TuKDUi Falsundicus. Quay et Caim. 

T. Follihodiro^ ,1 Oii'h. ZocI. de 1'1 'iuk, p. 104. 

Pnray, Hist, d’uo Toy. onx Ilte MeloohiH, H. p. 90. 

DOrb. ^ Vuy, da fAiMf. Mor. A». p. MS. 

T. ttagelluiicus, AiNy, Fioo. ZooL Soo. (1880) p. lA 

ZrOrt. 4Z.I/4-. Mag. deZool. 1835. p. 10. 

M. D’Orbigiiy has pointed out that the Turdui Xat'tllaiiicai of King is only 
the mole bird of Tardus FalklitudicHS. I obtoioed specimens from the Rio Negro, 
Falkland Islands, Tierra del Fuego and Chiluc : I believe I saw the same species 
in the valleys of Northern Chile ; I was informed that the thrush there lines 
its nest with mud, in which respect it follows the habits of species of the 
northern hemisphere. In the Falkland Islands it chiefly inhabits ihc more rocky 
and dryer hills. It haunts also llie neighbourhood of the settlement, and very 
frociucDlly may be seen within old sheds. In this respect, and generally in its 
habits, it resembles the English tlinisli (^Tardus muiicus); its cry. however, is 
different. It is tame, silent, and inquisitivo. 
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1. Mimcs ORPHEOa. G. ti. Ora^. 

Tnrdufl Orpbnu, S/ka. Av. t. ]. |il. 71, 

Minu9 onm^ni. P.Maa. Dtil?. p. «3S! 

Uqihm mixlulator, GhhU, in Pmn. of E(k>I. Ron. Pun IV, p, S. 

Tills liinl is described in the Proceedings of the Zoological Society (Part IV- 
p, d.) as having come from the Stmits of Magellan, which undoubtedly U a 
mistake. It is extremely common oq the banka of the Plata ; but a few degrees 
south of it, ia replaced by the O. Palanomca of D'Orbigny, Id Bauda Oriental 
these birds are tame and bold; they constantly frequent the neighbourhood of the 
country houses to pick the meat, which is generally suspended to the posts and 
walls. If any other sinall bird joins in the feast, the Calandria (as Ibis species is 
usually called in La Plata) immediately chases him away. In these respects, 
and in its manner of sometimes catching insects, the Mimus is related in its 
habits with that division of the Mvscicapidrp, which inc ludes the genus Xulmis: 
indeed, the general colour of the plumage of A*. Seogeta is so like that of Miimis, 
that it might readily be mistaken for a bird of that genus. The Calandria 
haunts thickets and hedge-rows, where it actively hops about, and in doing so 
often elevates and slightly expands its tail 



3. Mimus PATACiONicus. G. II. Grag. 

Orphnu PatAgoalnie, l/Ori. 7-<yV. Mrg. da ZvaL )S9S, p, IS. — Voy, dr 

I obtained specimens of this bird at the Rio Negro and at Santa Cruz in 
Southern Patagonia, at both of which places it is common. It is not found in 
Tiena del Fuego, for neither it uor tlie other species of the genus inhabit forests. 
This species has slightly different habits from the il. Orphaa. It is a shyer 
bird, and fre<iuenl8 lie plains and valleys thinly scattered with stunted nud tliorn- 
bearing trees. It does not appear to move its tuil so much. lu cry, like that of 
the rest of the genus, is harsh, but its song is sweet. The AI. PalugaitrCKs, 
whilst seated on the liigbest twig of some tow bush, oilen enlivens the dreariness 
of the surrounding deserts by its varying song. Molina, however, describing 
the song of an allied species, has greatly exaggerated its charms. It may be 
compared to tliat of the sedge-bird ('.VotiiciWa «‘he<i''in. Lion.), but is much more 
powerful, some harsh notes and some very high ones being mingled with a 
pleasant warbling. The song of the different mocking thrushes certainly is 






superior to that of any other bird which I lieard in South America ; and they arc 
almost the only ones which formally perch themselves on an elevated twig for the 
purpose of singing. They sing only during the spring of the year. I may here 
mention, as a curious instance of the fine shades of difference in hnbitB between 
very closely allied species, that when 1 first saw the M. Palnirunicuf, 1 concloded 
from habits alone that it was different from M. Orpheus. Bui having afterwards 
prociiied u specimen of the former, and comparing the two without particular 
race, they appeared so very similar tliut I changed my opinion. Mr. Gould, 
however, immediatoly upon seeing them (and he did not tlicn know that M. 
D'Orbigny had described tliem as different; pronounced that they wore distinct 
species; a conclusion in conformity with the trifling difference of habit and 
geographical range, of which he was not at tlie time aware. 



3. Mihi'S Thenca. G. R. Gricj/. 

TuiiiusThraca. JVet. 

OiplHjus Tbeoca. TfOrb. Voy. ds TAmer. Mor. Om. p- S08, pi. f. 3. 

This species seems to he confined to the coast of the Pacific, west of the Cor- 
dillem, where it replaces the M. Orpheus, mid ,lf. Pal'igmticus of the Atlantic side 
of the continent. Its sonthern limit is the neigbhourhood of Concepcion, (lot. 
37° S.) where llie country changes ftoni thick forests to uu open laud. The 
Thcncu, (which is the name of this species, in the language of the Aboriginal 
Indians,; is common in central und northern Chile, aod is likewise found (I 
believe the same species) near Lima, (lat. 12°) on the coast of Peru. The habits 
of the Thenca are similar, as far as I could perceive, to those of the M. Patngo- 
uicMs. I observed many individuuls, which had their heads stained yellow from 
the pollen of some flower, into which they bury tlieir heads, probably for the 
sake of the small beetles concealed there. Molina describes the nest of 
the Thenca. as having a long passage, but I was asaurod by the country 
people, that this nest belonged to the SgmiJlaxis agilhaloiilex, and that the 
Thenca makes a simple nesi, built exierually of small prickly branches of the 
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•1. Mimub THIFAACIATUS. O.R. Gray. 

Plate XVI, 

Orphm ln£utiahu. OwU, m Protof Zool. Sot Part v, IS3T, p. S7. 

.1/. vcriiee, Hurkil, et dorm nigrtsecnliivs ; aropi/gio ro/a paUidi luvato ; aii$ nigrca- 
cenltbus, IrrlrUibiu notii albeiamlr lenvitifili /aaeuu Ires traasuersai /ocieHlilnu; 
reeirieibus caudtF tituibus inlejmedtis nigresecniibits, tvlirpus tui opicein palUdioribusi 
Itlumu anrirtdartbua. sirigd superciliari, guld, et eorjmf subtus albis, hteribiia HolU 
gutlisijuefvMis orualis ; roslro pedihusfpit nigris. 

L««. rox. Iji sAr, Ai sJ ^ ar.^ Ig. 

The vertex, nape of the nerk and the back, blackish ; with the lower part of the 
back tinged with pale rufous ; the wings blackish, with the tips of the wing 
coverta while, forming three transverse hands ; tiie tail witli tlie two interrue- 
diato fealliers black, with the tips of the otlicrs much paler; the auricular 
feathers with a elroak above the eyes, throat, and beneath tlie abdomen white; 
the flanks oranmenled with fuscous marks and spots. 

Habitat, Charles Island, Galapagos Archipelago. (October). 

a. Miuus MELANOTis, G. R. Gray. 

Plate XVn. 

OipliouiUMbnotU, ffixAt, in Pron. of Zool. Snr. Port v. 1837, p. £7. 

yi. perfio:, ntrcAd, dor*o^i«i paUidi fuseia; plumis capilia et dorai ad medium eolore 
aaturatiore; atis iuleHsi /uscia, «<< mwgiHem juil/idioribua, seeuada- 

rtia, leelricibiuqiie majoribas noid albil termiHoIi, J'ascuu duut Irauaversaj faeieu- 
libita; «»«'/« recfrictAes ai^reree«ti;/«jfij orf albis, loro,plnmisijiie aartcit- 

lai ilms nigresceali-fHacia ; lalerum plumis notd fused cc«/raW, abdomiiie albo ; rostra 
jiedibusiiue nig rU. 

liUiL^tot. uso. ; roU. H ; ala, ; nuuEr, 4i; wnt, 12- 

The vertex, nape of the neck and the back, pale brown ; the fcatlicrs oftheLead 
and the back, as far as the middle, of a darker colour ; tlie wings intensely 
brown, with the margins of each of the feathers paler; the secondaries and the 
greater wing-coverts terminated with white marks, giving the appenrance of 
two transverse hands ; the feathers of the tail blackish brown, witli the tips 
white; the lores aod the fcalLcrsof the ears blackish brown, tliefeatUcisof the 
sides wiOt a central brown mark, the abdomen whito; the bill and foot black, 
Habitat, Cbatbaiu and James's Islands, Galapagos Archipelago. (October.) 
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6. Mimi's 



PABVI-LUS. G. R. Gray. 

PtATI XVIII, 

Orphoua [Muvulua. Gok^, m Pioo> of Zool. Hcc. Port t, I S3T, p. 37. 

M. etTlke, n«cM eamU'pu iulensi Jvjtia, hvjna rectrifibns a/I n/iican allm /lolads; alia 
J'ofria afcoH/itiriia leclricibtuijmi ibot4 all/A apinilt ftisri/is timis dwtsversas facienti- 
liHs; Inro plumisqHC aHrimlnrihiui mgTescentihix i gvia, nylli lah/riba/i, peeinre, el 
ahdomine albeacealihiia ; plumis l/iterum nolia Jaacis per meHtvn longitudinaliter ex- 
euTTeHiibua, 

Long. tci. 3 1 nno> ; tvm. 1 ; 3J; amdir, 8j ; mtm. Ij. 

Therertex, the nape of the Deck, and the tail intensel; Mack ; \rilh the tips of the 
tail feathers marked with white ; the wings brown with the secondaries and 
coverts tipped with white marks, giving the uppeamuce of two transverse 
hands ; the lores and tlic feathers of the cars black ; the throat, the aides of 
the neck, breast, and the abdouieii white ; the flanks utarked longitudinally 
with brown. 

Habitat, Albemarle Island, Golapagos Archipelago. {Oclober.) 

Itwill be seen, that the three lo.st spericsoflhegcnusIVliinuB, were procured fi’oin 
the Galapagos Archipelago; and as there is a fact, connected witli tlieir gcographi- 
rat distribution, whicli appears to me of the highest interest, I have had these three 
figured. There are five lai^ islands in this Archipelago, and several smaller ones. 
I fortunately happened to observe, that the specimens which I collected in the two 
first islands we visited, diiiered from each other, and this umdc me pay paniculat 
uttention to their cuUecliou. J found that all in Charles Island belonged to M. tri- 
J'atrialaa; all in Albemarle Island to -1/. parxHlua, and all in Chatham and James's 
Islands to M. Tiu/lutwlua. 1 do not rest tins fact solely on my own observatioti, 
but several specimens were brought liome in the Beagle, and they were found, ac- 
cording to their species, to have come from the islands us above named. Charles 
Ulaud is distant fifty miles from Chatham Island, and thirty-two from Albemarle 
Island. This latter is only ten miles from James Island, yet the many specimens 
procured from both belonged respectively to difl'ereiit species. James and Chat- 
ham, which possess the same species, are seventy miles apart, bnt Indefatigable 
Island is siteated between them, wliich perhaps, has afforded a means of commu- 
nication. The fact, tliat islands in sight of each other, shonid thus possess pecu- 
liar species, would be scarcely credible, if it were not supported by some others of 
an analogous nature, which I have mentioned in my Journal of the Voyage of the 
Beagle. I may observe, that as some naturalists may be inclined to attribute 
these differences to local varieties ; tliat if birds so different as O. Irif/yaeiatKa, and 
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O. partubm, can be ccnsiilBred as varieties cironc species, then the experience of 
all llio best ornitbologists must be given up, and whole genera must be blended 
into one species. 1 cannot niyseli’ doubt that M. Irifasciatui. and -V. /wretdas are 
as distinct species as any that can be named in one restricted geiins. 

The habits of these three species are similar, and they evidently replace each 
other in the natural economy of the different islands ; nor can I point out any differ- 
ence between their habits and those of -V- Thenca of Chile ; I imngirted, however, 
that tlie tone of thoir voice was slightly different. They are lively, inquisitive, 
active binls, and ran fast ; (I cannot assert, positively, that .V, Thenca rnni). They 
are so extremely tame, a character in common with the other birds oi'this Archipe- 
lago, that one alighted on a cup of water which I held in my hand, and drank out 
of it. They sing pleusunlly ; their nest is said to be simple and open. They seem 
to prefer the dry sterile regions nearer the coast, but they are likewise found in 
the liigher, damper and more fertile parts of the islands. To these latter situ- 
ations, however, they seem chiehy attracted by the Louses and cleared ground of 
lire colonists. I repeatedly saw the M. taeUnotU at James Island, tearing bits of 
meat from the flesh of the tortoise, wliicli was cot into strips and suspended to 
dry, precisely in the same mannar as I have so often observed the -V. Orphene, in 
La I’lata. uttuckiitg the meat hung up near the Estancias. 

1. FuBSABIUS RUFIH. Vidll. 

Mmpa'niliu, Gmei. PI. cal. TS0. 

Opotiorhynrlnia rufua, Tm. Man. 

S^..AriMW, No. SSI. 

This bird is common in Buiida Oriental, on the banks of the Plata ; but I 
did not sec it further southward. It is called by the Spaniards Cnsaro, or house- 
builder, from the very singular nest which it constructs. The most expraed 
situution, us on the top of a post, the stem of an opunlia, or bare rock, is chosen. 
The nest consists of mud and bits of straw ; it is very strong, and the sides are 
thick ; in shape it resembles a depressed becliive or oven, and hence the name of 
the ociius. Directly in front of the mouth of the nest, which is large and arched, 
there is a partition, which reaches nearly to the roof, thus formtag a passage or 
anle-chambet to llie true nest. At Maldonado, in the end of Muy, the bird was 
busy in building. The Furnarius is very common in Banda Oriental ; it often 
haunts the bushes in the neighbourhood of houses ; it is an active bird, and 
both twiM-s and i itm quickly, and generally by starts ; it feeds cliiefly on Coleop- 
tcia ; it often utters a peculiar, loud, shrill, and quickly reiterated cry. 



2. Furnahim ccmctLABius. G. R. Gray. 

Almidi cusicaUriA, TkOI. 

Alaudi fi«nrk«Arm, Ekl}. Meir- TAead. ft. Potors. iU pi. 3. 

CMliilmili omicuUHa. D'Orh. Lafr. Mag. deZooI. 

This bird has u cougidemhlp geographical range. On Ihc eastern side of 
the eoDtineut it is found from about 10“ (for I never saw one in the southern 
dislriew of Patagonia) northward to at least 30°, and perhaps inucli further. On 
the western side its southern limit is the neighbourhood of Concepcion, where 
tilt country becomes dry and open, and it ranges throughout Chile (specimens 
were procured from Valparaiso) to at least ns far north as Lima, in lat. 12°, on the 
coast of Pern. 1 may here observe, tliat the northern limit of uil birds, wliicli an' 
lovers of dry tounlrics, siieli as this Fumarins and some of the species of Miiuus, 
is not probably at Lima but near Cape Blanco, 10° south of the E<iualor, where 
the open and parched land of Peru blends (as it was described to me) rather 
suddenly into the magnificent forests of Gucyaiinil. Tiiis Fiimariua constantly 
haunts the driest and most open districts ; and hence sand-dunes neat the coast 
uflord it u favourite resort. Tn La PInUt, in Northern Patagonia, and in 
Central Cliiie, it is uhuiidaiit : in the former country it is culled Cusarita, a name 
which has evidently been given from its relationship with the Casaro, or Fur- 
nariv! rufu». for, os we shall see, its nidification is very difterent. It is a very 
tame, most quiet, solitary little bird, and like the English robin {Syltin rgbaiUa) 
it is usually most active early in the morning and late in the evening. When 
disturbed it flies only to a short distance; it is fund of dusting itself on the 
roads ; it walks and runs (but not very quickly), and geiiemlly by starts. 1 
opened the stomachs of some, and found in them remaiiiB of Coleoplera, and 
rhiefiy Carabidtu. At certain sessoms it freqnetilly utters a peculiar, shrill but 
gentle, reiterated cry, which is so qoickly repeated as to produce one running 
sound. lu this respect, aad in its manner of walking on the ground, end in its 
food, this species closely resembles the Casaro, but in its quiet manners it differs 
widely from that active bird. Its nidification is likewise diflerciit, for it builds its 
nest at the bottom of a narrow cylindrical bole, which is said to extend horizon- 
tally to nearly six feet under ground. Several of the country people told me, 
that when boys, they had attempted to dig out the nest, but bad scarcely ever 
succeeded in getting to the cod. The bird chooses any low bunk of firm sandy 
soil by the side of a road or stream. At the suttlcment of Bahia Blanca the walls 
are built of hardened mud ; and I noticed one, enclosing a courtyard, where I 
lodged, which was penetrated by round holes in a score of places. Ou asking 
the owner the cause of this, be bitterly complaiued of (he little Casarita, several 
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of which I afterwards observed at work. It is rather curious, that as these birds 
were ronstaolly flitting backwards and forwards over the low wall, they must be 
quite incapable of judging of distance or lliickneeB even after the shortest circui- 
tous route, for otherwise they would not have made so rauuy vain attrinplfl. 

Uppucebthia ncMEToniA. /. Geojfr. ^ D'Orb. 



L'pF<rcatliti damMoris, J. 4' TTOri. Aim. du MiK. i> 393 ind S»4. 

Fanuuin. doraetonini, in>ri. MS. 

Vppurcrtfila daraotenuc, 1/Ot'i. 4 XbA'. Mag. de Zaol, IS3a, p. SO. 

This bird is no iuhabitant of extremely sterile regions. I saw several at the 
Rio Jfegro, but at Port Desire they were, perhups. more numerous. 1 did not 
obsei-ve it near Valparaiso, in Central Chile, bat I procured specimens of it from 
Coquimbo, where the country is more desert. It frecpienu open places, ui whicii 
a few bushes grow. It hops very quickly, and often flies quietly froiu one place 
to another. It may often be seeu liitning over and picking dry pieces of dung. 
It is a remarkable circumstance, that in the three specimens which 1 brought 
home, from different localities, namely the Rio Negro, Port Desire, and Co- 
quimbo. the boak varies considerably in length : in that from Port Desire in 
Patagonia it is three-eighths of an inch shorter than in that from Cwjuinibo in 
Chile ; whilst the Rio Negro specimen is intermediate between them. Mr, G. U. 
Gray has pointed out to me that Latham long since observed a great variation in 
the beak of the Patagonian warbler, O/rehurAyiwA™ Polagmicus. 

1. OrETIORHYNCUfS VCLCAItlS. <V. Ti. Cray. 
riipurertbia lulgmii, DOrfiifi. 4 hisfr. U>g. <k Zool. IB36, p. ».1, 

Tliis bird in general habits has several points of resemblance with the Fur. 
non'ns CBiirciihirius, but differs in some other respects. Its flight is soiiiewlint 
similar, but it shows two red bands on its wings, instead of one, by which it 
can be distinguished at a distance ; instead of walking it only hops ; it feeds 
entirely ou the ground, und in its stomach I found scarcely anytliing but Coleop- 
terous insects, and of these many wore fungi feeders. It often frequents the 
Ijorders of lakos, where the water has thrown up leaves and other refuse. It 
likewise may be met witli in all parts of the open grassy plains of Banda Oriental, 
where ;like the Cppuea thia at the Rio Negro) it often turns over dry dung. Its 
note is very like that of the F. amicularius. bat more ucute, and consists of a 
shrill cry. quickly reiterated so as to make a running sound. I was informed 
that, like that bird, it builds its nest at the bottom of a deep burrow. This species 
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is common in l-i Plata, the FalklaiiU Islands, and Tierra del Fuego ; in the latter 
It frequents the higlier parts of the mountains, or those exposed to the western 
gales, which are free from forests, for it is a bird that exclusixely lives in open 
countries and on the ground. I believe it is not found in Chile ; nor is it common 
on (lio roast of Patagonia, This species in its habits is very ilifferenl from the 
three following closely allied oaes, since the latter never, or most rarely, leave the 
sea beach, whilst this bird, excepting by chance, is never seen there, but always 
in the interior counlry. Nevertheless with this marked difference in habits, ^there 
are several oilier pt>int« beside that of the station frequented), if the preserved 
skins of O. imrtnlun and O. vnigarii were placed in the hands of any one. even 
perhaps of a practised ornithologist, he would at tirst hesitate to coasidcr them 
distinct, although upon closer exuuiiuutioD ho would find many points of differ- 
ence, — of which the laueli greater strength of the feet and the greater length of 
the tarsus are conspicuous io those species, which live amongst tiro stones on the 

a. OpETIOBIiVSCHl-5 PATAOOMteS. G. R. Graff. 

FoUgonUn Wnrblu, Laii. ftjn. W. p. tut. 

MvuiciUi Pnlat-uiiicii, O'wal. 

MvUiillA Rmcida, F«t(. Dis-w. No. 1 BO. 

rtylvkn Pjttigimkv, fjath. Iintpr, U. BIT. 

CljilMWi, Lai. Toy, do U Coin. I p, S7I, n. Tr. d'OraiUi- p. 307, pi. 74, I I. 

Uppoocrtliio Tnpwtns, IfOr^. d* L^. Uo^. do Zool. 163S, p. SI. 

This bird is extremely common on tlie sea shore of all the bays and rhaimels 
of Tierr.i del Fuego ; on the western coast it is replaced in Northern Chile by the 
f). aigTofuMosaa, und in the Falkland Islauds by tlic O. anlaretieus. As the 
habits of this species and those just obtuciI are quite similar, 1 shall describe 
them all together under the head of O. nigrofamaaiia. A speeimen of O. Pata- 
ganietta from Chiloe has a bill rather more than Iwo-tentljs of an inch louger thun 
in those from Tierra del Fuego ; but as no other difference can bo perraived, I 
cannot allow that this is a specific character any more than in the case of the 
Upimrrrlhia. 

3. Opetioriiyschcs antarcticcs. G. li. Gray. 

CoTthio uluctlco, Gan, Arm , des So. Not. 1 S33. 

Fnni&riuo faligincBDo, Ltn. Toy. do ia Coqu. ZociL i, p, 870. 

Poui^oiikii WarWor, £4CA.$ tn Dixoc's Toy. App. >'u. ], 359 and pL 

This species ioliubits the Falkland Islands. My speci mens were 
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the east islaod, from which, also, those describeA by the French naturalists came, 
and likewise that given in the Appendix to Duvoti's Voyage. 1 have no doubt 
that it is peculiar to this groap, for the foregoing species, which in tlie neighbour- 
ing mainland of Tierra del Fuego supplies its place nnd has precisely tlie same 
habits, has been exnmined by Mr. Gould and is considered distinct. The O. an- 
tarcticui has long been noticed by voyagers to the Fulkland Islands from its 
extreme tameness: in the year 17(13 Pernety states it was so lame that it would 
almost perch on his finger, aud that in half ou hour he killed ten with a wand. 

4. Opetioehyschcs MOBOPLMOsrs. 6'. It. Givy. 

PZ.ATE XX. 

ITppnoertliin iiifeVuCimioM, D'Ori. >1 L«fr. de Zool. 1838, p. S3. 

OlKilbrti/licIiua UacsuUtia, OcuU, MO. nad oa pbu XX. 

My specimen was killed nt Coquitnho, on the coast of Chile, it differs from 
O. I^afagoniCHi in its Inrger siae, much stronger feet and bill, and more dusky 
plumage, and in the white streak over die eye being less plainly marked. In tbis 
species Ibe red band, which extends from tlie body obUquely across the wings ia 
all the species, reaches to the third primary, wheveas in O. Patapinicna, O. vw/ffarta. 
and O. anlarciicus, that feather is not marked, or so faintly, as scarcely 10 be 
distinguisliablc. In the genus Fnrnarius. the wing feathers are marked in an 
analogous manner. I saw this species (,as I believe) on the coast near the mouth 
of the volley of Copiapd. 

I will now make a few remarks on the habits of these three coast species. 
The first, O. asfureticsj. is confined, as I have every reason to believe, to the 
Falkland Islands. The second inhabits Tierra del Fuego, and in Chiloe and 
Central Chile is repluced by Ibe local variety with a long beak, and this still 
further northward hy the O. ni^ra/unoaiu. On the east side ni the continent I do 
not believe these raariue species extend so fur northward. I never saw one on die 
shores of the Plata, bnt they occur in Central PaUgonia. These birds live 
almost exclusively on the sea beach, whether formed of shingle or rock, and feed 
just above the surf on the matter thrown up by the waves. The pebbly beds of 
large rivers sometimes tempt n solitary pair to wander far from the roast. Thus 
at Sunla Cru* I saw one nt least one hundred miles inland, and I several times 
observed the stiuie thing iu Chile, which has likewise been remarked by Kittlilz, 
who has given a very faithful account of the habits of O. Pala^omcua. I must 
add that I olso saw this bird in the stony uud arid valleys in the Cordillera, nt a 
height of at least 8000 feet. In Tierra del Fuego 1 scarcely ever saw oue twenty 
yards from the beach, and both there and at the Falkland Isluads they may fre- 
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<iuemly be soeu walking on the buoyant leares of the I'iums g.^antcv^, at some 
little distance from the shore. In these respects, the birds of tb.s genus entirely 
replace in habits many species of Tringa. In the stomachs of those I opened I 
found small crabs and little shelU. and one Buccmum oven a quarter of an inch 
long : Kittlitz says, he found in one, besides such objects, some small seeds. 
They are very quiet, ttmo and solitary, but tliey may not un&equeutly be scicii in 
naira They hop and likowiso ran quickly ; in which latter respect, and likewise 
in their "reater tameness, they differ from the O. va/gum. Tlicir cry is seldom 
uttered, but is a <iuick repetition of a shrill note, like that of the last named bird, 
and of several species of Funiurius. 

Ou the 20tb ol' September. I found, near Valparaiso, the nest of O. Palago- 
Hietis. with young birds in it : it was placed in a small hole in the roof of a deep 
cavern, not far from the bank of a pebbly stream. Three months later in the 
summer I found, in ibo Chonos Arcliipelago (Lat. 4S“), a nest of this species, 
placed in a small hole beneath an old tree, close to the sea-heacli. The nest 
was composed of coarse grass and was untidily built. The egg rather elongated ; 
length 1-11 of an inch, width in broadest part -B of an inch ; perfectly white. 



Genus. — Eremobius. Gould. 

Hoatrum capitis hiLgitudint sea Umgivj, fere tccIhm, ad apkem deorsam rurtvlam, 
haudeaiargimitum; naribuspan:is,basaUlms,obloH/!i). in suko pasitia ; Ain? breves, 
Toaigibas primariis setandariistiae fere tequalibas, phums 4, 5, ft-que subequnUbas 
loMgissimitque ; Caudn Mfiftocrii apice rotundata; Tarsi tablongi aatice squamis 
fe)'i obioletis iadnli, hallace digito medio brcviorc, digilis laleraHbas m<squalib«s , 
intei'm's hreeioribas . 



EremobH'S phiemcurls. Gonid. 

Pl»io XXI. 

E.faseae, remigibae cinereo fasco aargtnulis. strid supaciliari pone oculos exIcHstl 
cinereo-alU; raudd nigre-JUKit basi casOmto faici ; guUl abriomineipie medio 
cinereo tilbis; hspockondriis lectricihteqtee cxmdalibua inferioribas jusUide JUtces- 

LoDg. tot 0^ 1UK-; rut. Ij «!«, Sfr; eattir, 9; l4ir«, .f,. 

Head and all the upper surface browa; the primaries margined with greyish 
brown ; stripe over and bebiud tlie eye greyish white; tail feathers chestnut 
brown at the base, and hlackisli brown for the remainder of their length; 
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throat and centre of llie abdomen greyish while, pnssiiig into pale buff on the 
flauUs and under tail-coTerts ; bill and feel blackish brown. 

Uabital, Palagonia. 

This bird, though forming a well-marked genns, is in many respects, eyen in 
plumage, allied to Fiiruarius and Opetiorhyiichus, — for instance, iu the slreak over 
its eyes, in tlic red band on ils wings extending oblitjoely from the body to the 
third primary, and to some of the species of these genera in its rather plnmose 
feathers. In its gcoerol uiunucrs, tlic same resemblance, together with some 
differcuces, always stnick me. It lives entirely ou the ground, and generally in 
dry sterile situations, where it haunts the scattered thickets, uud oflen flics 
from one to another. When skolking about the bushes it cocks up its tail, 
imitating in this respect Pteroptochos and Rhinomya, Its cry is slitill, quickly 
reiterated, and very similar to that of several species of rumatius and Opetio- 
rhynchuB. Tlie stomach of one which I opened was full of Colcoptera. 1 procured 
specimens from tliree places on the coast of Patagonia; namely. Putt Desire. 
St. .Tulian, and Santa Crux ; hnt it is nowhere common. I likewise saw it at a 
coosiderable elevation in theeastem valleys of the barren Cordillera, near Mendoza. 

Rhinomva t-ANCEonAT*. Is. Geoffr. ^ f>’Orb. 

KliilKBiiys lonDcctalB. It. Ge*^r. If HOtfi, Voy. de TAaier. Mcr. j»L 7. f. 1. 1B32, oL 11. pL 3. id,— Mflg. dr 
Zool. 1S3!, n. pi. S.cuid 1837, p.13. 

I procured a specimen of this bird Aom the Rio Negro in Northern Patagonia, 
and 1 never saw one any where else ; and M. D'Orbigny makes the same remark. 
On the Atlantic side of the continent, it replaces the several species of Pleroptorios 
which live on the shores of the Pacific. Its habits, in some respects, are similar t it 
lives at the bottom of hedges or thickets, where it runs with such quickness, that 
it might easily be mistaken for a rat. It is very unwilliug to tuko flight, su that. 
I was assured by some of tlic inhabitants, that it could not fly, which, however, 
is a mistake. It frequently utters a loud and very singular cry. The Rbiiiomya 
is distantly allied to the Eremobms ^Aavii'csrHi, wLich is found in Southern Pata- 
gonia, whose habits in some respects are similar. 

1. PteBOFTOCHOS Tabnii. G. li. Gray. 

llylAciM T«nK. I'Anv", Prod. Zod 1889. 

Megedonyx nificn[w. D'Orb. d' ii/c. Mag. de Zwil. IB37. p. IS. 

Lcpttmpi Tamil. U'Ori. <t U/r. Voy. dc I’.tmir. Mer. Av. p, liH, ]J. via. f. t. 

This species, as well as several others of tlie genus, and likewise of Scytalopus 
are eonflned to the west coast of South America. The P . Taruii ranges from the 
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neigLboutLooJ of Concepciaa. lot, 37°, to south of iho Pcniosula of Tres Montes, 
between 41“ nnd 5(t°. It is not found in Tierra del Fiiego, wliere the climute pro- 
Imbly is too cold for it, for in olber reajtects, the great forests of that country 
appear admirably adapted to its habits. Its limit, northward of tlie protince of 
Conception, is eyidently dne to tlie cliaiige which there takes place, from dense 
forests to an open and dry country. The P. Tarmi is abundant in all parts of the 
Island of Chiloe, where it is culled by the native Indians, ffuid-guid; but by the 
English sailors, the barking-bird. This latter name is very well applied, for the 
noise which it utters is precisely like the yelping of a small dog. When a person 
is walking along a pathway within the foreat, or on the se«-beac)j, lie will often be 
surprised to hear on a eudden, close by him, the barking of the gv«>/-gKiV/. Ue 
may often watch in vain the thicket, whence tlie sound proceeds, in hopes of see- 
ing its author, and if he endeavour, by beating the bushes, to drive it nut. his 
rhuuce of success will be still smaller. At otlier limes, by standing quietly within 
the forest, the g^aid-gnid will fearlessly liop close to him, and will stand on the 
trunk of some dead tree, with its tail erect, and strange figure full in view. It 
leeds exclusively on the ground, in the thickest and most entangled parts of the 
forest. It rarely takes wing, and then only for short distances. It has the power 
of hopping quickly and with great vigour ; when thus awkwardly proceeding, it 
carries its short tail iu a nearly erect position. I was informed that theguid-gaid, 
builds a nest amongst rotten sticks, close to the ground. 



•2. PtEBOPTOCHOS MEOAPOtllUS. Jiilll. 

PUroptochM ni(^»ro4iia. A'lltf. 1830, Mem. ile I'Aoiri. I, Jll- 1*- « ''''’Sd. rwCliiU, p. 10. |4. Iv. 

Megftbnjx raaia. /.rw. CsDU Zool. 1831, pL 8S. 

Xl'Clrt. g Lafr. 

Leptoarx uamopue, .SvdiAv. Zoci. IU. pi* H7. 

if Orb. Sf Lnfr. Voy. ilo VAiiisp, Mor. Av. IS?. 

This bird is common in tbodry country of central and northern Cbiic, where 
it replaces the P. of the thickly wooded southern regions. Tlie P. mtga- 

ptufiBS, is called by the Chilenos, “ El Tiirco it lives on the grouud amongsl 
tlie bushes which are sparingly scattered over tlio stony hills. With its tail erect, 
every now and then it may he seen popping on its stilt-liko legs from one bush to 
another with uncommon celerity. Its appearance is very strange and almost ludi- 
crous, and the bird seems always anxious to hide itself. It does not run, but Imps, 
andcBU hardly bo compelled to take flight. The various loud cries which itntlers, 
wlicn concealed in the bushes, are ns strange as its appearance. I opened the ex- 
tremely muscular gizzards of several of these birds, uud found them filled with 
beetles, v^etablc fibres, aud pebbles. Observiug die structure of tlie gizzard, (lie 
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fleshy covering to the nostrils, and the arched, rounded wing, and great scratching 
claws, it was easy to imagine some distant kind of relationship between tliese birds 
and those of the Gulliuueeuus order. I was iufonned that theTurco makes its 
nest at the kollom of a deep burrow which it cttcavatcs in the ground. 

3. PTEBOJTDCHns ALBn;oLLia. Kiltl. 

Ptcroirtcichos olbccoUiB. A^fn/. Mrm. da I'Aowi Polprbl. 1. [il.iii. Vo^daon L'fiili; p. S. }d. id. 

Mtgalaayx mlbicoUu, ' If Orb. and L^. Msg. dc Zonl. (IdSS.) Am, p- IS, 

LoptonTX idbicaUU, Vajr. da I' Amor. Met. At. p, IdS, pL vnl. f. 2. 

This species is called by the Chilenos “ Tapacolo,” or corcr your posletinrs. 
Tlie iinuie is well applied, as the Tapacolo generally carries its short tail more 
than erect, that is, inclined backward and toward the head. It is e.xtremcly 
rorcimon in central Chile; and in the same manner as the Tnreo replaces the 
Barking-bird of the southern forest-land, so does the Tnpacolo replace a fourth 
species {P. rnbecula ), which is an iuliabitaul of tho aamo forests. The Tapacolo 
frequents bedge-rows, and the hushes which aro scattered nl a rnnsiilerable eleva- 
tion over tlio sterile liills, where scarcely another bird can exist : hence it plays 
a conspicuous part in the ornithology of Chile. In its manucr of feeding, and 
quickly hopping out of a thicket and back again, in its desire of concculmcal, un- 
wilUngucss to take flight, and nidi(icatian, it mnnifesU a close resemblance with 
the P. mf^apotiiHs; its ap|>carance is not, however, so strange, und (us if in con- 
sequeoce) it exposes itself more readily to view. The Tapacolo is very crafty ; 
wlien fiiglitened by any person, it will remain molionloas at the bottom of a bush, 
and will then, after n little while, try witli much addroas to crawl away on the 
opposite side. It is also uii active bird, and continually nuiking o noise ; tliesc 
noises are various and strangely odd; one is like the cooing of doves, another like 
the bubbling of water, and many defy all similes. The country people say it 
changes its cry five times in tiie year, which is according, 1 suppose, to some 
change of season. 1 was told tliat the Tapacolo builds its neat at the bottom 
of a deep burrow, like Oie Turco; whereas the P. Turmi, (as well as tlic P. ru- 
ht.atla, an iiiliubitant of the same districts,) makes its uest ainonast the slicks just 
above the ground. This (Utferente in the nidification, of the southern and nortlicrn 
speciea, is j>robabIy due to the nuUire of the damp forests inhabited by the former 
in which a burrow could liurdly be made diy. 1 may here obaen-e, tJiat travelling 
nortliward from Valparaiso to Coquirabo, 1 met near Illapel with a bird closely- 
allied to the Tapacolo, but which, from some alight difference in manners, I 
believed was a distinct species. The range of this supposed species, is from 
between Coquimbo and Valparaiso, to at least as fat north as the valley of 
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4, PtEHOPTOCHOS BIBECUL*. KHU. 

Ptw6(>t^cl.rje rulewU, Biol. Tog. ion Chill, p. 7. pi. ii. 

M8p0.ioyii nibscoU, irOrS. ^ Mag. ds ZooL I8S7, p.IS. 

MagaliHiyi rafogularis, DM. tS- £«/>■. Top. do I'Anior. Mw. pi, 7, f. 2. 

T.optoiipz mhocnlo, VOr\. 4' Lnfr. Toy. do I’Aoier. Her. At. p. Ihd, 

This species appeors to haye nearly tlieaame range with the 1‘. yoi'nii.' its 
sonthera limit certainly extends as far as 47“ south, but nortliwurd, where the 
forests cease, near Concepcion. I was unable to ascertain that this bird is ever 
met witli, and Kittlitz has made the same remark. In Chiloe. wliere it is com- 
uiuD. it is called by the Indian inhabiunts the “ Cheucau." It frequents the 
most gloomy and retired spots within the damp forests. Sometimes, although 
the cry of the Clieueau is heard close by. a person may watch attentively and yet 
in vain ; at other times, if he stands motionless, the red-breasted little bird will 
approach within a few feet, in the most familiar innnner. It then busily hops 
about the entangled mass of rotting cunes and branches, with its little tail cocked 
iipwanls. I opened the gizzard of several specimens ; it was very muscular, and 
contained hard seeds, buds of plants, occasionally some insects, and vegetable 
fibres mixed with small stones. The Cheueau is held in superstitious fear by tlie 
Chilotans, on account of its strange and varied cries. There are tliree very 
distinct kinds:— one is culled “chiduco," and is an omen of good; auother '‘liui- 
treu," which is extremely unfavourable; and a third, which I have forgotten, 
Tliese words are given in imitation of its cries, and the nnlives are in some things 
ahsoliitcly governed by them. I have already stated that I was informed by the 
inhubilants that the Clieucau builds its nest amongst slicks dose to the ground. 

5. Ptesovtochos pakadoxos. R. R. Gray. 

TrugMflw psredviui, Ellll. Tug. von CWi, p. 12,pl-S.— /i Mom. do 1' Acid. St.PsWt*. 1833, i. pl.S. 

HaUcuHiyuckw CliilcKiii, KM. Mum. do I’AisJ. 8t. PoMra. 193S, p. St?, 

This Slides differs in a small degree from all the others of the genus ; ite 
claws are longer, tarsi shorter, and bill flattened at the top: in these, and some 
other respects, it approaches to Scytulopus. I may add, that from a greater 
degree of rosembhmee. especially in the feet. P. Tarnii and mtgapodiu .1 may be 
ranked in one section, and I’, albicollis and rubecula in aiiollier. 

I procured specimens of the P. paradoxus both from Valdivia and Chiloe; 
like the P, Tamii nud P. ruLtr.ala it is confined to the regions of forest. Its 
habits are closely similar to those of the last species. I opened the gizzard of 
one at Valdivia, and found it full of large seeds nud the remnants of insects. In 
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Cbiloe, where ic is much less common than the Cheucau, it is called liy the inha- 
bitants Cheuqni. Kittlitz procured specimens from Concejrcion. He describes 
the cry which it utters over and over ngnin, in the same high tone, as very 
singular, oud more like that of a frog than of a bird, 

ScviALOi-tS MaGELLASICOS. G. R. Grag. 

Sri*ta LatX. Icdcv, 1i.Ii. 5SS. % L'wri. Dr. Xo. 103. { 

Bgrulcpu hmu, CWi/, in Pros. oI Zwl See. Pul it. IBSO, 30.; 

^ . ... — JnrA owl .SitA I1L Om. t^ow Sor.fl. 10, ; 

Platyacus ni;w> Two Cent, nnd n ttuniter, p. 828.; 

This bird has a wider range than the species of the foregoing and closely 
allied genus. It is commou near Port Famine in Tierra del Fuego, and on the 
west coast in tlie thickly wooded islets of the Chonoa Archipclngo. I was assured 
by an intelligent collector that this bird is met with, though rarely, in central 
Chile ; and Mr. Gould informs me, that lie has received specimens from that 
country. It has found its way over to the Falkland Islands, where, instead of in- 
hshiting tbrests, it frequents the coarse herbage and low hushes, which in most 
parts conceal the peaty surface of that island. In general appearance the Scy- 
talopus fuKua might at first be mistaken for a Troglodytes, but in habits it is 
closely allied to the several species of Pteroptochos. In a skulking manner, with 
its little tail erect, it bops about the most entangled parts of the forests of Tierra 
del Fuego; but wlieu near the outskirts, it every now and then pops out, and 
then quickly hack ngnin. It utters many loud and strange cries: toobtain a good 
view of it is not always easy, and still less so to make it fly. A specimen 1 pro- 
cured at Chiloc liad its upper mandible stronger and more arched, bnt differed 
in no otlicc respect. 



I. Troglodytes Maoellamcus. GokW. 

T. (JosW, in Pro. of Zool- Boo. Part iv. 1838, p. 88. 

This bird bos a considerable range. ! procured specimens of it near Hio de 
Janeiro, oti the banka of the Plata, throughout Patagonia, in Tierra del Fuego, 
where it is one of the commonest birds, and likewise in Central Chile ; its habits 
resemble very closely those of the common Troglodytes of England, In the open 
country near Bahia Blanca it lived amongst the thickets and coarse herbage in the 
valleys ; in Tierra del Fuego, in the outskirts of the forest. Its chirp is liarsh. 
In Chile 1 saw ono in October building its nest in a hole in a Slone wall, iii a 
situation such os would have been chosen by our Troglodytes. 
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2. TrOOLOuytes PLATENSia. Gnul. 

1 procured sptcimens of ihis bird from Baliin Dianoa, in Nortliern Patagonia, 
and likewise from the Falkland Islands, where it is not uncommoa. When first 
killed, its legs and beak appear of larger size, compared to its body, than in other 
species of Ihis genus. lu the Falkland Islands it lirea, ulniost exclusively, close 
to the ground, in the coarse grass which springs from the peaty soil. I do not 
think 1 ewer saw a bird which, when it chose to remain concealed, was so difficolt 
to disturb. 1 have frequently marked one down to within a yard ou the open 
grassy plain, and afterwards have endeavoui'edi quite in vain, by walking back- 
wards and forwards, over the suiue spot, to obtain another sight of it. 

1. Synallaxib humicoua. Kitll, 

S. tiumicoU, MM- Mtin. d* I’Acod. St. Pot®™, i. pL B.— 7d. Vng. you aiili, p. IS, pL w. 

Not uncommon in the neighbourhflod of Valparaiso. Kittlitz has well de- 
scribed its habits. He says it lives on the ground under thickets, that it is active 
in running about, and that it readily flies from iiusli to hush. It holds its tail 
upright; utters a shrill, quickly reiterated cry; feeds on insects; but KiltliU 
found in tlie swmach chiefly grains and berries, with little stones. From these 
circumstances, he conceives that this bird shews some affinity with Pteropto- 
rhos, bnt I feci no doubt that in the form of its beak, wings, tail, manner of 
carrying the latter, kind of plumage, sound of voice and habits, the relationship 
is much closer with Eremobius, which perhaps it may be considered as represent- 
itig on the Pacific side of the Cordillera. lu tongtie is furaished with bristly 
points, but apparently is less deeply bifid than in the other species of Synallaxis 
or Limnurnis. I obtained both sexes, bot there is no difference in their plumage. 

For the reason just given, 1 have pot this species at the head of its genus, 
and therefore nearest to Eremobius, although it is impossihle to represent by a 
linear arrangement, the multiplied relalious between the following genera— 
Furuurius, Uppucerlhia, Opetioibynchus, Eremobius, Anumbius, Synallaxis, 
Limnornis, Oxyurus ; and aguili, Rliynoinya, Pteroptochos, Scytalopus, and 
Troglodytes, which, with die exception of tlie last, are strictly South American 
forms. 
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S. Syhall4X1s major. Gould. 

Paatr XXII- 

S. olivaceo fvicua : iu/ra fvlctis allio dislinrU mantlatns ; plmnis titipiJis stria oA- 
scuru cealnili swlatis ; froMerufo. rmigibua fuatia, citurto-faato txterni macuhlia. 
ttrftariiA uigro fuscis apice marginequc lath cinereo-fuacis ; guM albi, ptinnanim 
JitiseaceatiKm stria fnaco mnrK/o/aruni circumdati}. 

Forehead rufous ; crown of the head, bark of the oeek and bock, olire brown, 
with a conspicuoua stripe of blackish brown down the centre of each fcatlier; 
wing-coverts and lower part of the back olive brown, with a faint trace of the 
dark patch in tho centre of each feather; priraEtries brown, margined exter- 
nally with greyish brown ; spurious wing and secondaries rufous tipped with 
brown ; tertiaries blackish brown broadly margined and tipped with greyish 
brown; two centre tail feathers dark olive brown; the remainder blackish 
brown largely tipped with white; throat white encircled with a sorics of 
feathora of a buff colour spotted widi dark brown ; breast and all the under 
Burftice tawny indistinctly blotched with white ; tarsi with a very pate bine 
tinge. 

Habitat, Maldonado, north bank of La Plata, (•/hm). 

This bird is not very common. Those which I saw lived on the ground in 
dry and open places, and did not frequent the neighbourhood of lakes abounding 
with rushes or thickets, like (be greater number of species of Synallaxis, and the 
allied genua Limnornis. The flight of this bird is peculiar, which seems chiefly 
due to the length of its elegantly acuminated tail. It sometimes alights and 
rests on the summit of a thistle or twig, a habit different from tliat of any species 
of tlie genus which I have seen. Its manner of living and feuding on the ground 
might have been suspected, from the length of the soft secandaries, like lltosc of a 
lark or of Furuarius eHmeniariiia. The claws also of the front toes are produced 
and pcrhajis they are rather straighter than in other members of the family. The 
tongue is bifid and divided info bristly poiats. The nest, of which 1 have seen 
two, is very peculiar. It is cylindrical, about two feet long, and placed vertically 
in the middle of a thick bush in an exposed situation. It is made exlerually of 
prickly brandies, and is very large compared with the size of the bird, The 
openiug is at the upper extremity, from which a passage leads to the true nest, 
which is lined with feathers and hairs, There is a slight bend in the passage 
both at its exit and where it enters tlie nest. 
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3. SVNALLAXIS Sl'POGVLARH, GoM. 

PUTB XXIII. 

S. olivacto fmcHS phanis lingnlh raamla oblonga futeo nigra ,• rcmigil’ua primariis 
secuiulariisi^Hc hasi /irrugineofaseis, npitc nigro fnxU.flavacenli albo marginalis ; 
UmA tirpcreiliari, menlo abdomiueqae medio Jiaveseenli nlbis; guli ferragiaeo fnacd; 
peclorefulcescenli Jitsco. phminingHJia alrid paRidiore cenlrali ornatis. 

Lcng. Ut eiiuie: rmt. )br,t-. «>■>&>, 3} ; tarn, I. 

Head and all the upper surface and two centre tail feathers, brown, with alar^e ob- 
long patch of brownish block down the centre of each feather ; primaries, except 
the three outer ones, bounded posteriorly with ao irregular line of black; secon- 
daries, ruBly brown at the base, and brown for die remainder of their length, 
margined all round with greyish olive ; lateral tail feathers brownish black, 
largely tipped with lawny white ; stripe from the nostrils over each eye, chin, 
and centre of the abdomen, pale buff ; sides of the face and throat grey, with 
a spot of dark brown down the centre of each feather; in the centra of the 
throat, a patch of ferruginous brown ; chest, pale brownish bnlT, with a fine 
pale stripe down each feather ; bill and feet brown. 

Habitat, Ptttugoniu. {April.) VulpnmUo. (Seplewier.) 

These birds are not uncommon on tbe dry rocky mountains near Valparaiso, 
and in the valleys of sontbern Patagonia, where a few thickets grow. 1'liey hup 
actively about the withered herbugc and low thickets, and often feed on tbe ground. 
The liind claw is weaker and stmighter than in most of the other species of this 



4. SVHALLAXIS MALl'ROIDKS. 

S. malnroHlw. D'Orb. Lafr, Vof 4e fAmai. Mw. Oil. pi. ziv, L S. Mip. Oe ZooL 1837, CL 11. pi, 23. 

My specimenswere shot near Maldonado. Irisyellow; tarsi very palecoloured. 

This species, as well as some others of Synallaxis, Anumbios, and Limnornis, 
live amongst reeds and other aquatic plants on tbe borders of lakes, and have 
the same general habits. I will, therefore, here describe them. They all have the 
flower of crawling very quickly by the aid of llieir powerful claws and feet, 
as I soon discovered when tliey were not killed at once, for then it was scareely 
possiliio to catch them. Their soft tail-feathers show signs of being used, hut 
they never apply them, as tlie Certliias do, as a means of supporting tlieir bodies. 
The tail-feathers were (at least during June) so loosely ultocbed, lliat I seldom 
procured a specimen with all of them perfect; and 1 saw many (especially of 
f. m'lluroidea), dying about with no tail. All the species, oz nearly uU, utter an 
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acute, but uol loud, rapidly reiterated cry. They are active and busily seek for 
small insects, chiefly Coleoptern, in the coarse herbajte. The iris in all is rusty 
red ; the tongue is divided and terminates in bristly points. These reed birds, 
u'hich are very namerous both in species and individuals, on tiie borders of lakes 
in tbe provinces north of the Plata, appear to supply in South Amoriru, the 
various SylvitF, which frequent similar stations in Europe. 

5. SvNALLAXIS n,AVOCil'LARI8. 

S. supra fjuceaeenli cmerflwi, infra ri«i!reo-/»uftu ; rmigibtti ohseurij'useii, boat obscuri 
ntJU; camia plurHu iU! mediis uigro-Juscia, ejrterai J /erra^new ,• genit guIAtpie 
,^«/CMreHfi4u5, p/u»u'j aiugalis apitt obicuri/tiacis. 

Long. lot. uno i rail. | i nfia, S} ; nwb, S) i (urn, J ; 

Head and all the upper surface, brown ; primaries, dark brown, with the basal 
portioBS rufous ; six central tuil-featUers, blackish brown ; the remainder fer- 
ruginous ; sides of the face and throat yellowish, with the tip of each feather 
dark brown ; the remainder of tlie under surface, greyisli brown ; bill nnd 
feet, dark brown. 

Habitat. Patagonia. 

My specimcijs were obtained at Bahia Blanca and at Santa Crus, two extreme 
parts of Fatagoaia. It freciucnis the thinly scattered thickets on the arid plains : 
the hind claw of its foot is not produced as in A’, nf/ogulana, and it lives less on 
the ground. 

G. SyNALLAXIS BBt’NXEA. Goil/d. 

S.]MiUide rairofusca; primariia aeeuaduriisque rafis apicrfascisi caiidie qua- 

Ivor mediia nigrettcali faacis, duabMs proximu ferrugineo fastis intemi nigrts- 
ceali-margituitis. duabns Arli»uj/crn»^iMco/mcij; gaaia, gui& nhilominrqne medio 
olbescentibus ; hgpochnudriis cinereis. 

I»ng. louif,-, aiio. ran.-f,; n!ir, S-f,; ««*», J; 

Head and all the upper surface pale reddisli brown ; ptiuiarics and secondaries, 
brown at tbe tip and rufous at the base ; four central tail feathers, blackish 
brown ; the next on each side rusty brown, margined internally witli black- 
ish brown ; the two lateral feathers wholly rusty brown; sides of tlie face, 
tbroni, and centre of the abdomen, whitish ; flanks cinereous: bill aud feet 
brown. 

Habitat, Port Desire. Patagonia. (Jnauaiy.) 
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This little bird frequent* the thickets in the dry valleys near Port Desire. It 
often flies from bush to bosh, and its habits ore nearly like those of the rest of the 
<renuB. From its tail feathers, however, being little used, and the tarsi beinit slightly 
elongated, I snppose it lives chiefly on the ground. 1 may observe, that this species 
comes nearest to •S', yluvogelorir, hnt that in the form of its tail, straightness of hill, 
and kind of plumage, it departs from Syoallasis, and approaches Eremobius. 

7. SyNALLAXIS iCITHALOIDES. KUtl. 

8. .^tthftloiitua. KitU- Mem. dH L'AoU. 11. pi. vii, — Tog. vonCluJi, p. IS, pL vfi. 

Tliia bird is common throughout Patagonia and Central Chile, being found 
wherever thickets grow on a rocky or dry soil. It sometimes moves about in Rmnil 
flocks. Its habits, as Kittlilz remarks, resemble in many respects, those of a 
Utmoime (Pams) j but there is one remarkable point of difference, namely, that 
this bird is able to niM very quickly on the ground. It does not always do SO, but 
often hops about with great activity ; nevertheless, 1 repent, I have distinctly seen 
it running very quickly amongst the thickets. When hopping from twig to twig, 
it does not use its long tail, any more than the long-tailed titmouse {Parua eau- 
dattaa) of Europe. It utters a harsh, shrill, quickly reiterated cry, like so many 
otlier species of this genus and the allied ones. In Chile, I several times saw a 
very large cylindrical nest, built of prickly twigs of the mimosa, and placed in the 
middle of a tborn-bearieg bush, with its mouth at the npper extremity; I was 
assured by the country people, that although so very large, it belonged to this 
little bird.* This kind of nidification. the habit of feeding on the ground, mid the 
length of acuminated tail, are points of resemblance with S. major. 

8. SvNALLAXlS BOFICAPILLA. VitiU. 

SyfuIUxo ni£cvpi]lB. Vitilf. Ovl. 4es Ou. pi. Iznv. 

Parului rufleepa. Av. Bp. Nov, ton. 1. p. S4, L IxzzvL t 1. ni. L 9. fan. 

Bplionum niflcope. hitkt. Vat. p. V2. 

My specimens were obtained at Maldonado, (June) where it was rare, and at 
Buenos Ayres, Near Santa Ft, in Entre Kios, 3° northward, it was common : 
Spix found it near the Rio San Francisco in Brazil. Iris yellowish red ; legs 
with faint tinge of blue; tongue terminated in bristly points, not deeply bilid. 
This Synallaxis approaches in character Amtmbiua ruber. Habits similar to those 
of -S. maluroidea. 



• Moliii 



, of Chilr, ottrlbvtcG tliu sen, I boliove, through u er 






ZOOLOGY OF THE VOYAGE OP THE BEAGIJL 



80 



Anvmbius rubbr. D'Orb. and Lafr. 

AumcUca rabo*. Z^OrA. Mor de Zoal, 183B, p. ]9. 

Furtittrhu niber. VUUL Eofy. Mrth. 511. 

Frequents reeds on the borders of lakes near Maldonado. Habits very 
siuiilsr to (base of Synallaxis maluroidee, and likewise of (he two species of Liio- 
nornis ; to one of wliicU Z>. nrviror<m. h is most closely allied in structure. Iris 
bright yellowish orange ; tursi, with fuiut tiuge of blue ; tongue divided on each 
side a little below the c-vlrcnie point. 



GE^L-5.— LTMNORMS. GmM. 

Rostrum capitis longitadiur sen longius, leviter a baii ad apicem UTCwUam, lalerahler 
compressiim, Aaud emaj-ginatua; naribus maguis iasalibus linearibut aperlu au( 
purtim opercnlo teclU: a\mbrtvi3!i>aamund(c,plHmis (fUttrta,<piinla HXtaqKcJh'^ 
irqualilius el longissimia; cauda rolnndala tl graduata, scapis ajiquanto nttra 
TaHwaproJactis;tan\medioeres,fortitersmlellati; hatlucc digilo medio breciore, to- 
baato, vague rohaalo ur»uito, di^ViV hUeralibas feri squalibaa, inlenueiliia uliyiauttl 

I LlSlNOKMS RBCTIROSTBIS. Gould. 

PlMe XXVI. 

h. paUideflaveacenti fuaca : ccn;ice nigreacentifvaco ; caudd ntfa ; tectricibua prima- 
riia aeeuudaniaqnej'uscia rnfo lath murginatta ; J'aacul pone oculoa, guid abdominetiue 
JtaveacaUi aJbis f igpachorulriis /nliiia. 

Long. tut. 6.^ que ; ml. atw, eawiaty 2.^^ tuwi, -fg- 

Crown of (he head browo ; (be remainder of the upper surface, pale yellowish 
brown ; (ail rufous and acutely pointed ; wing coverts, primaries aud sccou* 
daries brown, broadly margined with minus i stripe behbd the eye, throat, 
and all the under surface buft'y white ; Hanks tawny ; bill lengthened, omnge 
at the base, dark brown at tfic tip ; iris rusty red ; feet very pale coloured ; 
claws whitish. 

ilabiiat, Maldonado, La. Plata. (June.) 

This bird lives amongst the reeds on the borders of lakes. It often alights 
vertically nn stoms of plants, but in climbing does not use its tail : habits, gene- 
rally similar to those of Sgniillaxia midaraidea. 
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2, LiMsnRins cvuvibostbis. Gould. 

Flai* XXV. 

L. roftictMi-fvsca; ca%M. remiginmijHe bxxsibu) paJim coj/n«eo-/B*r«. linei avperci- 
litu'i, gfxis, g<da abdoMineqHe atbis i kypnchoHili iis etrviHO tinclis. 

Long. W.7BOC.. rva. IJ; oi., :»»■<«, 0^; lard, (f 

Head, all Ibc upper sariace. and wings reddish brown ; tail and basal portion of 
the outer margina of the primaries and secondaries icddiBli chesnut brown ; 
Blripo over the eye. throat, aud all tlie under surface while, tingod, e«i>ecially 
on the flanks, with fawn colour ; bill orange at the base, the tip brown ; legs 
pule Wnish ; claws white ; tongue bristled on the sides ; near the extremity 
it U divided into little bristly points. 

Habitat, Maldoiindo, La Plata. {.June.) 

This species frequents the same localities with the last, and I urn unable to 
point out any difference in its liubils. Of the two specimens collected, the beak 
of one is very nearly oue-tenth ofnn inch longer than that of the other; but this 
is almost wholly due to the sharji point of the upper mandible projecting beyond 
the lower mandible in the one, whereas they are nearly equal in the other. 



1. OXVDBUS TCPISIERI. GoM. 

S^oaIUsu tortsiori. S,w. XooL Is Coqu. pi. 89. f. I. 

This bird is perhaps the mast abundant of any land species inhabiting Tierra 
del Fuego. It is common along the west coast, (and numerous in CLiloe,) even as 
fur north as a degree south of Valparaiso ; but tlie dry conulryand stunted woods 
of central Chile are not favourable to its increase. In the dark foresu of Tierra 
del fuego, both high up and low down, in the moat gloomy, wet, and scarcely 
penetrable ravines, this little bird may be met with. No doubt, it appears more 
common than it really U, from its habit of following, with seemingcuriosity, every 
person who enters these silent woods; continually uttering a harsh twitter, it flutlera 
from tree to tree, v ithiu a few feet of the intruder’s face. It is far from wishing 
for the modest concealment of the creeper (CirlhiafuBiiiiarii); nor does it, like 
that bird, run up the trunks of trees, but industriously, afler the munner of a 
willow wren, bops about and searches for insects on every twig and branch. 



ZOOLOGY OF THE VOYAGE OF 
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2. OxYUsns? BOMO-MACVLATUS. Oould. 

SymUaii, doiM-iiiMulna. ffOri. Ltfr. V07, del'Amer. Mer. Ob. pi. H. f. 1. 

My specimen was procured from Maldonado, (/km), where it was not common. 
It frequents the same locniities with Sj/nallaxis malurotdeji, and the two species of 
Xi»i«(>r«i>, und has Tcry similar habits with them. Iti struclurc, and in the general 
shade of its plumage, it is closely allied to the foregoing species, altliougli differing 
from it in habits. 



Gencs.— DE>’DRODI lAMUS. Gmdd. 

iZojG'BMi enjaiis longitudine, out /ongim, culmine recto, gonide wtcemimle, per owucs 
paries lateralilcr compressKot, durum et apice inemarginatmii, narlbus Imsaltbus lou- 
; alte medioeres el »ubacuninatie, plumia lerlia, ^«orfs e< tjuiuta 
te<piahbus loRgissimimpu-, amda mediocris, seapia ultra raiUoa in jrpisaj acutaapro- 
ihclia; tarai aub-brevea, digitis longia, kia muUum enmalia, digilo 

exleruo eaiido et ferb digUi medii fon^itu/jiie, digitis laleruUbiu iuiaiHalibus, 
iuteniis brecioribua. 

Denurourauos ledcostekkvs. Gould. 

Plate XXVII. 

ly. eapite, dorai parte au]>erion dlisipie nigreaetati fuscia, Tubru-liuctis ; prfsiarii* 
seeundariiaque auttferrugineo fuaco irregulariter mar^jnutu, urajiggio caiuMque 
nitidi J'rrrugiutia, guld peclorcque albis, abdoadue wtedio rufeaemUi J'ruco, siuguKa 
plumia ail apietiu macuhi wugaS ovali atbi; hgpochoudriis satvratb ntfia ; nati-o 
boat corMso, rijiice pedihiisque uigni J'uxia. 
lamg. tot 6ft nuc.; rmtri, Ift; «tr, a.- «uAr, Sft ; w«i. ft. 

Head, upper part of the back and wings blackish brown, tinged with red ; pri- 
maries and secoudarics irregularly marKined with dull rusty brawn ; rump 
and tail rich ferruginous ; tlirout and chest white ; feathers of the centre of 
Iho abdomen retldish brown, with a large oval spot of white near the tip of 
each feather ; flanks deep rufous ; bill horny at the base, the remainder and 
the feet blackish brown. 

Habitat, Cliiloe and Soutlirrn Chile. 

This bird is common in the forests of Chiloe, where, differently from the Oxg- 
urua tupiNieri, it may constantly be seen running up the trunks of the luAy forest 
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Irees. Its maonera appecurcd to me lo resemble those of Cerlhia fatniKarU. 1 
found Coleopterous insects in its stomacb. Its range does uot appear to be 
CXtCDSire ; CbiJoc to the sonlh, and some woods near Rancagua (a d«^rce south 
of Valparaiso) were the extreine points where T met with it. The Dendrodraiuus 
is not. found in Tierra del Fuego, where the O. tupiiiiiri is so numerous. Mr. G. 
R. Gray remarks that this genus is very nearly allied to Bendroplex of Mr. 
SwainsoD, 



Family.— SVLVIADJ;. 

8ub.Fam.— M0TACILL1N.B. 

1. Mdscisaxicola msntalib. V ' Orh . if Lafr . 

U. mvntatN, J/Ork 4* Mag. daAluii, ISST. p. OC. 

1 prof^red specimens of this bird from Bahia Blanca, in Norllieru Patagonia, 
irein Tierra del Fuego, from Chiloe, and from Centrul and Northern Chile. It is 
evtaywlicrc cotumon. It frequents oj>cn places; so that in tho wooded countries 
it lives entirely on the sea-benches, or near the aunomits of mountains, where trees 
do not grow. In tlie excessively sterile upper valleys of the Cordillera of Northern 
Chile I met with this bird, even nt a height of little less than ten thousand feet, 
where the last traces of vegetation occur, aud where no other bird lives. It geue- 
rally moves about in very small flocks, and fleqaeota rocky streams and marshy 
ground ; it hops and flics from stone to stone, very much after the manner of our 
whincliat {^falacilla ntbetra), but when nlightirig it frequently expands its tail 
like a fan. The sexes are exactly similar in size and plumage. 

Mr. O, R.. Gray observes, that the genus Muscisaxicola is probably synony- 
mous with Lessonia of Mr. Swainson ; but the latter name cannot be used, as it 
has already been twice employed in other branches of Natural History. 

2. Mi'scisaxicola haclovuna. G. It. Gray. 

ftrbin moclonuiz, Gan*. Toy. do )o Co^iL ZuuL p. SCS. 

1 brought home only one specimen of this bird; it came from Bast Falkland 
Island, whence also those described by Messrs. Lesson and Garnot were proenred. 
Mr. Gould considered it a distinct species, but having carefully compared it with 
M. tKenlalis, 1 can see not the smallust diflereuce in any point, excepting that it 
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is somewhat larger io all its dimensions. Tlie length of the whole body is .8 of 
an inch greater, of wing when folded .49, of tarsus .S, greater than in the forego- 
ing species, I can scarcely liesitate in thinking it a large-sized local variety, 
from some favourable couditioa in the Falklend Islands to its growth. 

3, Muschasicols brvnseia. Govld. 

M. griseo-fuaea ; ffnllwe oidowiiJie^Ke a/6u JJnveacenli linelia, jierlure nbscuro ; ulU 
eawlSqve uiwirre J'usria, aingulia plumia Tat/vacenli /toco margiualia ; rexlricum tx- 
lerttarntn radiia laJeralibua flaeeaemliliHa. 

Head, and all the upper surface greyish brown j wings and tail dark brown, each 
feallier margined with reddish brown; tiic outer webs of the external tail 
feathers bufiy white ; throat and all the under surface white, slightly tinged 
with bulf; bill and feet blockiah brown. 

Habitat, Pott St. Julian. Patagonia. {Janvarg). 

Tlic only specimen I procured was immature. 

4. MvsciSAXicoLi siCBA. G. R. Orog. 

folvD, fjoik, Indcs. 

Tuiignuu, Gwv. ,1' Mjig. dr Zoci I8S0, p. td. 

LosmU nrytbtoiiiiliu, fS/mina, CUas. of Dicdi, 

This bird has a wide geographical range. It is found in La Plata, Pata- 
■ronia, Tierra del Fuego, and on the west coast at least as far north as the valley 
of Copiapd, in Northern Chile. It is every where common : it is a quiet, tame, 
inoffensive little bird : it lives on the ground, and irequents sand-dunes, beaches, 
and rocky coasts, which it seldom leaves ; the broad shingly beds of the rivers io 
Chile have, however, terajiled it inland, together with tile Opctiorliynclius. I was 
told that it builds in low bushes. 



DUIDS. 



COHBENUERA. VicHl. 






This titlark is found in La Plata, Chile, and the Falkland Islands. 1 wns 



intbtmed by an intelligent sealer, that it is the only Innd-bird on Georgia and 
South Orkney ^Int. 01“ S.): it has, therefore, probably a further range southward 
than nny other land-bird in the aootheru hemisphere. It does not live in flocks, 
ia very common, and resembles a true Alnuda in most ol' its habits. This species 
(as well as the following) is so closely allied to our meadow pipit, AhIIivs praUmis. 
that I-atham considered it only os avnriety ; thelatter has a high northern range, as 
the former has a southern one. There can be little doubt that the bird alluded to 
by Mr. Yarrell (British Birds, p. .192, Tol. i.) as having been caught in the Southern 
Atlantic Ocean, nine hundred miles from Georgia, was this species, which was 
mistaken, owing to its close similarity, for the Ime AttlAui praleitais. 



My specimens were procured on the northern bnnk of the Plain. It is more 
common there than the foregoing species, to which it is most closely allied : its chief 
distinguishing character appears to be the greater shortness of its toes and of the 
bind claw. 1 have seen thU species alight on Iwip. In the breeding season it 
flies upward, and then falls to the ground, with raised wings, in the peculiar 
manner common to the Aathus aiioreus of England. It builds on the ground ; 
nest simple; egg 4^ of an inch in length, and.^ in width; colour dirty while, with 
small specks and blotches of dull red and obscurer ones of purple. ThU species, 
hntli ill habits and structure, appears to bo an analogue of A. oriorrrw of the 
northern hemisphere, as A. correHtieni is of A.pratensU. Mr. Yarrell informs 
me that the egg of Anthus furcalva is very different from that of A. arhorcHa, 
although the parent birds are so similar. 



2. Anthus 



FURCATos. VOrb. 4- Lafr. 



atal, XfOrl-. 4 Lafr. da Zool. Id3d, p. 37. 



Vcy. dcrAmar. Mur. Av. p. SS7. 




3. Anthus Chii. Licbt. 




Le Chii, Urora. No. I4S. 

My specimen was procured at Hio de Janeiro, in Brazil, 
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SyLVICOLA Al-gEOLA. 






pL*t» xxvni, 

S. supra favescfinti olivacea ; /rente cervieeque nitide flanis, idagulis plnmis ad apicon 
rufescenti enstaneis; occipite griseo ; alis caudique nigrcsrenlibut, lali Jiavo-margi- 
natis ; genis gnttweijue nilidi/acis ,• pectore cencolori sed singulis plumis in medio 
pallidi caslaiteo notatis abdomine allKsenti. 

Lmis.tol.i mic.; Mr», 

Tlic nape of the neck, back and tail-coTcra yellowish olive ; the wings and taU 
blackUli, broadly margined with yellow ; the front and crown yoHow. with 
the tips of the feathers reddish castaneous ; the hind head grer mixed with 
yellow, the checks and the throat bright yellow; the breast’of the same 
colour, but each feather is marked down the middle with pale reddish casta- 
neous. the sides and middle of the abdomen whitish. 

Habitat, Galapagos Archipelago. {September). 

This bird is not nncominou on these islands. It has the habits of our Sylviir. 

It frequents the thickets hi the lower, dry and rocky parts of the island, and 

especially a peculiar bush, with thick foliage, which grows only near the sea- 



R.^aa rancoW, TidU. Gil. pi. US. 

Rc^os hyroaoDsu, Gray, Griff. Aji. King, pi 

Torireria toimicobr. DOrt. Lt/r. 

Tscbnrisnl, Atara, No. ]«l. 

My specimens were obtained at Maldonado in June, and therefore probably 
it is not a bird of passage. It frc<|uented reeds on the borders of a lake, but 
was exceedingly rare, I likewise saw one in Northern Patagonia, and iu « 
collection of birds at Santiago, in Chile, made there by an iuhabilont of the 
place. The soles of the feet of this exquisitely beautiful tittle bird are bright 
orange. 
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Tricius vslata. G. R. Gray. 

Sftvia Tslata, VitUL Oia. ^ I'Anar, Sept. 3. pi 7*. 

^ Meg. deZool. ISM, p.20. 

Tenegre nftni<!epifla, Smamt. 111. Om. pL 171. 

Tricbu cankepilK Suaim. 

My specimen was procured at Maldonado in June. 



Family.— FRINGILLID^:. 

9tjs.Fam.— ALAUDIN. fi. 

Melakocorypha cisctera. GbvM. 

M. Fam.fusccscenti ni/a; guld <U>d(miatque meiUo pallidioribiis ; remi^ifriu ad 
mgrenrenti fmeia ; reclricibHa nR^K/i> macvli alM ovald nigreacenli JuatA ml a^iecm 

Lung. (oU uiic, ; uha, cawht. S^; KnLjj roiL 

Tlici whole of the plumage, bill, and feet, sandy rufous brown, which is lightest on 
the throat and centre of the abdomen ; primaries near their extremities pass- 
ing into blackish-brown; and each of the tail feathers with a large oval 
spot of blackish-brown near the tip. 

Habitat, St. Jago, Cape Verde Islands. (Septembo'.') 

This bird inhabits the most arid plains of laya; it runs, and in its habits resem- 
bles, in many respects, u lark. 

Pyrriulal'da nigriceps. GouUl. 

P. supra /taecarpHti alba, plumia nedio obscunmibua ! Jronte, genis liuedque paetoris 
utrinque albia; corpora ia/ra liiu-dque i basi roifri riipra ocsfcj ad occiput IrauaieHte 
iugn'i; caudea plumia mediu uigreacealibua albo ruarginalta, plumiK 

exlcmia atria. 

Long. tot. <1 nnr.. «A», * J ; euaia, IJ; far»i, .fti 

Upper aurfuce brownish-white, with the middle of the feathers darker; the front, 
cheeks, and n line on each side of the breast white ; beneath the body, and 
a line from the bill passing over the eyes to the hind head, black ; the tail 
with the middle feathers blackish, margined with brownish-white, the outer 
feathers deep black ; the hill and feet pale. 
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IlaliiLil, St. Jago, Cape Verde Islands. {Septaabfr and Janvary.) 

Like tiic last species, tliis birdiahabitg sterile lava ploius; it ruus like n lark, 
and generally goes in small flocks. 



Si'n-FiK.— PYRRHULINiE. 

SfEBUUPUlLA MOaOOllLARlS. Oould. 

a. eripile corpomgue iupra, alia enmUque fuaco rimreii ; loris guliqve nigria ; lineia h 
I'ostn' aaigttUa per ndhan vlriniuc OearrndtHtihaa, paton abdomituijw wediia, tegmi- 
nifc»a</we cauiiiilibiia inferioribua cinereo aibis. 

/'em. auprn oUvaeto Jutca, aubtua pallirlior. 

Long. t«t. 3 one. ; atfr, t \ ; S ; tarti, | ; mfri, -ff. 

^Jale. — Ilead, all tlie upper surface, wings and tail, brownish-grey ; lores and 
throat black ; lines from l.be angle of the hill down each side of the neck, 
centre of the rliest and abdomen, and the under tail coverts greyisb-wbite; 
bill light horn colour ; feet dark-brown. 

Female? — The whole of the plumage olitc-browii above, and lighter beneath ; bill 
and feet browit. 

Habitat, Mouta Video. (AoremArr.) 

1, CbITBAQRA? BRAIilLICNBIE. 

Friogitla Dfnitirniirt. ^tr. At. Sp. Xor. ii. I. bi. £. 1 . m. S. fflin. p. ST. 

My specimens were obtained from the northern bank of the Plata, in flic 

uiontlis of June and rfovember. 

9. CbITKAGBA? URETIBOSTBIS. frOltirf, 

C. im lirc doiioqae pcJlidi o/iiKirf o plumU singulis stri& angusli medii nigro- 

fused, ptHnis icapstori'Auj ah> caudiiqae nigm/MCU einereo oUvacto lali vutTgtnalis ; 
nroppgio p«>i;icenfi./fui'0 ; ioria.gnhi.peclore humero infra, aldomine,legmiiiihns(iue 
caadte iHfenoribta lali Jlacii. 

J«ig. tDl. S uno-i rwKri, ^5; alx, S| 1 cat<dr, aril, j. 

Crown of the head and hack, light olive-brown. with a narrow stripe of blackisli- 
hrown in the centre of each feather; scapularies, wings and tail, blackish- 
brown, broadly tnufgiued with greyish olive ; rump greenish-yellow ; lores. 
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throat, chest, under auriaco of Ibe slioddera, abdomen, and under taii-coverls 
brifflit yellow : bill and feet brown. 

Habitat, Maldonado {May), and Valparaiso {Scptcmbtr). 

Near Maldonado, I saw very large flocks of this species feeding on the open 
graaay ploins. When the whole flock rises, these birds utter a low but shrill chirii- 
In Chile I obfaiucd only one specimen. 



Srs-FAM.-EMBEIUZINrE. 

1. llMBERlSA OUBORNATBIX. TciHM. 

crutAUUa,’ t’wttf. Old. <1« Ok. pi. 67. 

Yelloi^ aiialrd groibefilc, ZalA. Hist. 

My specimen was procured on the banks of the Parana, near Santa Fe, in 
latitude 31° S. 



2. Embsbiza Li'TEOvEsiRis. G. R. Gray. 

FrintpllA loWoTmtris, .Vr>m. Not. Act. ISSO, pi. 17. f. 3. 

This bird was procured at Santa Cruz, in Southern Patagonia; it was rare 



CllBYItOMRTRI:! CAMPESTRIS. Goulll. 

Fnin'ilh auiii«l>lris. ATiqro N«. Sp. it. p. 47, pi. 59. f. 8. J 

C. Mas; ofit’occtM,- darsi plamis /aw) uropy^i prasa tan; cerliet. 

guli, nils cotidd^Ke niffris, alls cauildgae /rftut wimsve JJavo-margiTuiUs; capilis 
lateriboi corporajue infra lalijiavts. 

Long. tot. 4uo. nliwi TMI. Jlin.i tj : »ioAr,Sl: Mi-n, 7 lilt. 

Male ; olivaceous, with each feather of the back margined with yellow, especially 
on the rump ; the top of (be head, tbroal, wiogs and tail, black, the two latter 
margined more or lees with yellow ; tlte sides of the bead and bcucatli the 
body bright yellow. 

Habitat, forests of Tierra del Fuego {February), Valparaiso {Sejilember). 
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Si-1-Fak.— FH mUlLLlS.E, 

1. Ammodfamct lonoicaudatcb. Gottid. 

Plats XXiy. 

A. tierlitx A«Mnrm/ne riaerto/uicis, dursu pallesceHti fusco, uroppgio ru/esctHli Jiisro 
tIHClo, plianis siugvlis strigd mediu Jiuai ; tectricibus aha^m majorilms, renugibuti 
primariU HevndariisqHf. et caadi nigrtscaUihua, rinereo alho exlcntetmirgiHiUisj 
J’ronU, atrigi sHpercUiari corpoi-eque infra ftavacentibia. 

Crown oi' the bead and shoulder, greyish brown ; back, light brown, tinget! witli 
reddish hrovrn ou the romp, and with a stripe of dark brown down the centre 
of cuctl feather; greater wing*covcrts. primaries, scconduries, and tail blackish, 
margined cxtemiilly with greyish white; forehead, stripe over the eye, and 
nil the under scrface, buff; hill black ; feet brown. Young, or a bird nfter 
gaining its new plumage, differs in having the whole of the upper surface rich 
brown, witli a tinge of olive and with n stripe of dark brown down each feather, 
and in having the wing coverts margined with reddish instead of greyish brotvn. 
Habitat, Monte Video ^November), Maldonado {June). 

At Muldunado this bird freipiented, in small Rocks, reeds and other aquatic 
plains bordering lakes. In general habits, as well as in place of resort, it resem- 
bles those species of Syuallaxis and Limuornis, with which it is often associated. 
It appears to live entirely on insects, and 1 found in the stomach of one which 1 
opened various minute Coleopteru. Mr. Gould remarks, that the stnicture of this 
Aiamodruutus is very remarkable, for that it has a great general resemblance both 
in form and colouricig to Synallaxis, although the thickness of its bill shows its 
relation to the Fringillinte, In its habits it certainly is more allied to the former 
genus, than to its Own family. 

2. Auuodrami's Mamvibe, (i. K. Gray. 

Plaib XXX. 

AranodnciQi mntkAmuA. m Pbur, uid inGtnld'A M8. 

Fiingflk MiiilmU. Z.trAr., CU. Xu. SS3. 

Gmt>eTiu Maluuil<i, l/Ori. 4* Sjn, p, 77. 

was obtnined from Maldonado. 



My specimen 
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I. ZONflTBICHU MATUTISA. O. R. Cm!/. 

Frii^illA Bintiitiiu, . Cit. 3J. 

Killl. Kuiifertnrolndra Tojsl, pi S3-f. 9- 

TiDign roFcuQji. ^Ir, Ar. Sp. Kov. n. t. IHi. f. 9. p. 39. 
aiiogoln, No. 1 3J Cbingiib Bnn^rg, io/*. i?“'- 

I procured specimen* of this species from the bunks of the Plata. Bahia 
Blanca in Northern Patagonia, and from Vaipnruiao in Chile ; in these countries it 
is perhaps the commonest bird. In the Cordillera, I hare seen it at an elevation oi 
at least 0000 feet. It generally prefers inhabited places, but it bns not attained 
the air of domestication of the English sparrow, which bird iu habits and general 
appearance it represents. It does not go in flocks, although several may be fre- 
quently -seen feeding together. At Monte Video I found on the ground the nest 
of tills species. It contained three eggs ; these were .75 of an inch in length ; 
fnrm, rather rounded ; colour, dirty white, with auiueroiis small spots of chesuut 
and blackish brown, almost confluent towards the broadest end. It was in this 
nest that 1 found the parasitic egg, supposed to belong to a species of Molothriis, 
described in ray jouniu!.* 



a. ZoNOTIlICHIA CANICAPILLA. CmiM. 

Z. I'w/ifc ciMreo ; laris reg-wiieque parotid obscure^/aieis: dorse eolUqae laleribus rnfis, 
dorso mpei mri cl uropt/gio fuscis : (torso medio nigresmti /tuco. ji/iuois singvlis piil- 
Udofusrn mnrguiatis ; teelrkibus alamo oigrcsceolifoscis, rufesceHte/Hsco marviu- 
ntis, apicc albis, diiasjiuciiu obUi/usu lran.s ahsromJ'ormuMlibM. 

lAng. tot Sl uix;.,- sla, 2i ; n«Ar, !ii nsiri, 

Clown of the Lead grey ; lores and ear-coverts dark brown ; back und sides of 
the neck tufoos; upper part of the back and ruenp brown ; centre of ilia back 
blackish brown, each feather margined with Ughl brown ; wing-coverts 
blackish brown, margined with reddish brown, and tipped with white, forming 
two oblique bands across the wing ; primaries, secondaries, and tail, dark 
brown, margined with greyish brown ; throat and all the under surface 
browaisli grey ; and feet brown. 

Habitat, Port Desire in Patagonia, and Tierra del Fuego. 

TbU species is not uncommon in Tierra del Fuego, wherever there is any open 

* Jourut of RMsarcliK diuiag the Voj'ags of llu Dcogtf, p. itO. 
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space. Of Ihe few birds inhabiting the desert plains of Patagonia, this is the most 
abnndaiil. At Port Desire I loHiid its nest : egg, about .03 io length ; form some- 
wlint more elongated than in that of the last species; colour, pate green, almost 
obscured by minute freckles and clouds of pale dull rod. 

3. ZoNUTBICBlA STniOlCEPS. GoM, 

Z. capiit castamio, liwii uicttid obsciirr diviso, plumis singulis slrid inedtd mgrq/uuiS, 
humeri /ie.turii ra/o; corpnro supra Jusccscenle.pluuiis siugHlis slrid laid medii 
nisriire/vsed ; primariis caudAi/ue nigro-fuscis patlidi /nsto tHarginiilis ; 

tfr^i! s»perciliari,faciiicoUique lalerilms, guld jmeture aJr/o»niie</ur«i«fio cineras ; 
hypockundriu Icgminibusipte caudtn inferioHtus flaitscmtikiu, 

Tumg. tot. S{ nac . ; ruin, } ; o/ia, ti ; lani, |. 

Head chestnut, dmded down tlie middle by a line of deep grey, each feather with 
ft stripe of blackish brown down the centre ; point of the shoulder rufous ; the 
remuiuder of the upper surface light brown, with abroad stripe of dark brown 
dowu the centre of each feather; primaries and tail brown; secondaries 
blackish brown, margined all round with pale brown ; stripe over each eye, 
sides of the face and neck, throat, breast, and centre of the abdomen, grey ; 
flanks and under tail-corerts bulT; upper mandible block ; under mandible 
light horn colour; feet brown. 

Habitat, Santa Fe. Lnt. 3I°S. (October.) 

This species appears to replace in ibis latitude the Z. imtulimi, which is so 
ubimdant on the banks of Ibe Plata and in Chile, as that species does the Z. cam- 
riipil/a of PftUigoiiia and Tierra del Puego. 

Passebina jacarina. Vieill. 

EmWiiM jsariiii, DOri. f, L^r., S,ti. 

U .Sauteor, Ajoro, No. 188. 

Eupboae jaaintiA, ZieAC Cat. p. SO. 

FriogttU tplratlcRB, yi/Ul. Ency. p. P81 1 

I procured a specimen of this bird at Rio de Janeiro. 



flliuis. 



1. Fbingilia Diuca. Mol. 

Finsilh IKuu, KlliL do Sl.Pototsb. (. i.pl. 11. 

(la Zoo]. 1857, pi. 80. 

Fluiboriu Dia<ait tfOrf>. U Lafr. Sjn. Mag. of Zool. 1808. f. 77. 

This bird is very common od Ihe coast of Ciiilc, from the bumid forests of 
Cliiloe to the desert mountains of Copiapd, luCbiloc it is perhaps tbe most 
nbmidant of the land birds ; south of Cbilue I never saw it, ulllioiigh tlie nnture of 
the coontry does not change tiiem. Oo the eaatoni side of the continent, 1 met 
with this bird only at the Rio Negro, in northern Patagonia. 1 do not believe 
it inhabits the shores of tlic Plata, altliough so common in the open country, 
uoder corresponding latitudes west of Ibu Cordillera. The Diuea, as this 
Friiigilla is called in Chile, genenilly moves in smtdl docks, and frequents. n1- 
thnugh not exclusively, cnitivaterl gronnd in the neighbourhood of honses : liabks 
very similar to those of the ZortotrirAia mntutina. During incabation, the innle 
litters two or three pleasing notes, which Jlolina has in an exaggerated de- 
scription called a tine sung. In October, at Valparaiso. 1 found tbe nest of this 
bird in the trellis-work of a v'uieyard, close by a much frequented path. The 
nest is shallow, and about six inches across ; the outer part is very coarse, aud 
composed of the thin stalks of twining plants, strengthened by the lusky calices 
of a composite Bower ; this outside part is lined by many pieces of rag, thread, 
string, tow, and a few fealliers. Eggs rather pointed, oval, -84 of an inch in 
length ; colour, pale dirty green, thickly blotched by rather pale dull-brown, which 
small blotches and spots become coufluent, and entirely colour the broad end. 

2. FniNGiLL* Gavi. Eyil. 4- Oftt. 

FiinslUK <i«vi. .£^. (^ fPorv. Mag. da Zool. isa«. pi. U. 

Euibcriza Osyi. viir. UOri. ^ tipn. p. 7S. 

Tills Friiigilla, which was Brst brought from Chile, is abundant in the southern 
parts of Patagonia. 

3. Frinoilla roRHOSA. Gmdd. 

F. froHle toriniue twfice, geois, gvld. alarum cantleo griiein, Irg- 

minihut primariis, MChniinriis rectrieilnrsque griseo-Higris, ccErHlescenti-griseo mar- 
giuatis, donoJiasactHti coitaneo; tegmimbus eaadalilms i«/erioribus pallidi gi Ueir; 
uropi/gio pectore abdomine i^pocAntidriisgoe »af«ro/^ Jlavis. 

Icng. tot. Jj nno.; atr, 3i ; Muitr, 8| ; Urti.fi roitn.i- 

Forehead and lores black ; crovrn of the head, sides of the fare, throat, wing 
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cuverU, aud ilie marginB of the primnnes, secondaries, and (ail feathers, blue 
grey ; the remainder of tlic primaries, secondaries, and tail feathers, greyish- 
black; buck ycUovUh-chcstnat ; under tail coreru light-grey ; riiuip, breast, 
ubdoiuen aud flanks, deep wnx-yellow; bill bluish horn-colour; feet light 

Habitat, Tierra del Fuego {Dteemler and FrhrHarn';. 

This finch is common on the oiilskirls of the forests in Tierru del Fuego, 
I\lr, Uonld remarks, that it is nearly allied to F. Gai/i, but it is much smaller, 
and is richer in its colouring. 

4. FbISGIILA FHlllCETl, Kiltl. 

Fringilh Cnitmti, Eiul. Kupf- ArTogcl, pLSS. t 1. 

Emberiai lucCnon, Egd. M Oeffi- Mng. de Zoot. lSSt.C].U. pl.Tt. 

— ■ ■ ■ B'Wr*. gt 8511, p. 80 . 

1 obtained specimens of this bird from Northern Chile, and Southern Pata- 
gonia, I saw it also in the Cordillera of Central Chile, at an eleralion of at least 
eight thousand feet, near the upper limit of regelation. In Patagonia it U not 
common, it frequents bushy Talleys in small flocks, from six to ten in nuuiber. 
TUese birds sometimes move from thicket to thicket witli a peculiar snaring flight: 
they occasionally utter yery singular and pleasing uotes. 

8. Fbisoilla cabbonabia. G. R.Graj/. 

Embsiim ciiboDiiri«. DOri. M Lap. Spnop. p. 7 ». 

I never saw this bird but once, and then it was in small flocks, on the most 
desert parts of the plains between the rivers Negro and Colorado, in Northern 
Patagonia. 



fl. Fbisoilla alaudina. KUll. 

FtlogiUa BlmutiAft, Kapf der Vu£fll, pi. S3, f. S. 

Embens gnttAUL, Ngyim. >'qt. Act. Cu. xvii. pi. IS. 

trOri.^La/r.fffa. p.18: Adult. 

PiMwum gutUli. iy. 4 G»m. Mug.ituZliol. IS84. pL TO- p- !*. 

My specimens were obtained from the neighbourhood of Valparaiso- 
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1. Pauer Jacoemsis. GohUI. 

Plate XSSI. 

P. tummo eapite, el mievlii part:ii gulari inUmi nigresceali-fuscisi slrigA supereiliai i, 
collo, kumcrh darsoque inleiui caslaaeu, iujus plumis ilrigi fused ceutrali notalis ; 
ulis cawhiipte In-nntreis, ler.lricibus alnrum minriribiu albis, qui cotar fastiam Irms- 
versam effcil : Used tutgusld albd d luire ad oeuivtn : genie corporeque suitis albis, 
hoe cotore in cintreiun ad latera tninseunle : rostra, pcdihtsquefusas. 

Long. tot. 5 line.; Mvdte, 2^/ ntr, 2^/ non. Jy Mrn, 

Crown of the head and a small mark on the throat intense biaekisli brown, with ii 
stripe on the eyebrows, the neck, slionlders nnd back bright chealniit, the 
feaUiers of tiie latter marked witli a central dusky streak ; wings and tail 
brown, with the smnllEr wing coverts white, forming a transverse bar ; a nar- 
row white line from the nostrils to the eye; ebooks and under side of body 
white, this colour passing into grey on the sides ; bunk and feet dusky. 
Habitat, St. Jago, Cape Verde Islands {Juttmity). 

This is tlie commonest bird in the island ; it frequents, generally in small flocks, 
bolli tile neiglibourlinod of houses and wild uninhabited spots. It was building 
its nest towards tlie end of August. 

3. Passer Hibpaniolekbis. (!. 11. Gray. 

In the montli of January I obtained a specimen of this bird from St. Jago, 
one of the Cape Verde Islands, where it was not common. 

I. Chi-obospiza! melanodeba. G.R.Gray. 

Plats XXXll. 

Embems mclAQadeTE, ^icoy 4' Goxm. Voy. do L'Ceonio, Zool. i. p. lOB. 
a. Jlnvesetali olivacca; durao superiori cinervo rnfotpie wixlo; oertice, aurilnts, colli 
lateribuspectorrque einereis ni/bmixlis; lined a ttaribus paiieocalos Ir'iTuieHle genisiiae 
atbis ; plnmis inter roslrum etoaalos guldqae atris ; rtmigibos primariis et secundm as 
mgresevniihus Jlavo margiaalis: candd rectrsciiiu wiediir oiii'aceo^krcij, tribas ex- 
terms ferk lolo pallidi Jlavis: abdumine medio Jlaceseenti alio, laleribus o6sf»rion4iu. 

Adult. Yellowish oirre, mixed with grey and rufous on the upper part of Ifioback; 
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lop of iLo linmj, pal’s, si Jes of llie neck and breast, grey mixed with tufous ; 
llic lines from the nostrils reaching behind the eyes and cheeks, white ; the 
space between the hill and eye, and Ihe throat, deep black; the primaries 
and secondaries blackish, matginod with yellow ; the tail, with the middle 
I'eatliera, olivareous black, with the three external nearly wholly pnlc yellow; 
the middle of the abdomen yellowish white, with the Hanks darker. 

Young: Upper surface brownish white, with the middle of each feather black ; 
the throat lighter; the wing corerts and secandaries margined witli white 
and brown ; the primarie.s with yellow; the tuil blackish, with their outer 
margins yellow, and the external feather wholly pale yellow while; beneath the 
body pale yellowish white, streaked on the breast and flanks with n darker tint. 

Habitat, East Falkland Island (ilfarc/>), and Santu Cruz, Patagonia {April). 
This bird is extremely abundant in large scattered flocks in the Falkland 
Islands. 



2. CuLOKOSPIZA? AANTliOORAMMA. O.R. (4rai. 

PU.TS xxxm, 

C. einerasetnti olivoeea, info paalo linela; linei d pmie ocalns framcHli: 

ijemsqtiejiavia; pUiais ialer rnslram el amlm ^iiiaqut alris; remigibm lemndariit 
iiigreiiteulibHii, viuvreael oWcureo hUh nmrgcmilu; primuriu m^eieentibui, Jiaeo 
UHgusl^ margiHalia ! mmU ciHtrascenli nigrb, pbaais extemii albia ; eorpai'e infra 
flaxescaili alho, hgpvrhondriis obamrioribas. 

Lcnf. lot-Tf uno.j al^, ag ; aunbr. t; ami, 1 ; nulri, 7 Us. 

Adult ; Greyish olive, very slightly mixed with rofous, a line from the nostrils 
reaching behind the eyes and cheeks, yellow ; the space between tbe bill and 
eye, and the entire throat, deep black ; the secondaries blackish, broadly 
margined with grey and olive; the primaries blackish, slightly margined 
with yellow ; the tail greyish black, with the outer feathers white ; bciicnth 
the body yellowish white, darker on the flanks. 

I-'eiiiule: Upper Surface browaisb white, with cadi feather blackish brown in the 
middle, the headand throat paler ; the wing-coverts and secondaries blackish, 
margined witlt brownish white; the priniurios blackish, slightly margineil 
with yellow ; the tail blackish white-margined, with the outer feathers nearly 
whclly white; beueath the body yellowish while, streaked with brown on 
the breast and flanks; and the apace fi'om the nostrils reaching to behind the 
eyes and cheeks, yellowish. 

Habitat, East Falklaud Island (.UnreA), and Tierra del Fuego {Fehruajy). 
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Tliis Biiecies U Mmmon at the Falkland Islands, and il often occurs minRled 
in tbe same dock with the last one. I suspect, Loweyer. it more oommonly 
frequents higher parts of the hills. These species have a ycry close general 
rescmblauce ; hut the marks about the head, which are white in the C. 7neIaHodera, 
are yellow in the C. jraHlItofframma, while the juirls of the tail-feathers which are 
while in the latter, are yellow in tlie C. Tjutlanodera ; this difference of colours 
does not hold in the females, but they may be at once distinguished by the 
greater length of wing, when folded, of the C. xaiUAognunma, 

CaavaoBtiTXIs Mao£LLANICA. Bonap. 

FringiTla MogEUioictt, F.iicy, Blulh. SB3; Oii. Chant, da laZooa TonUc, pi. 30 j 
AuJubaa, Binli at Am. pi. 394, (. Z. 

OafhEHJD.Afara.It'o. 134. 

Fringilla ictrrico, L^u. Cat. p. 98. 

This bird was very abundant in large flocks during May, at Maldonado; 
I found it also at the Rio Negro. 



Sna.FAaui.f.-TANAGRINJE. 

PiTYLCS SUPEKCILISRIS. 

Taaagra aujiawUia^ Spix. Av, 3p, Not. 9. CItU, 6g. 1. p, 44. 

My specimen was procured from Santa F6, in Isit. 31° S. 

I. Aglaia striata. D'Oi- 6. ^ Lafr. 

PtATg XXXIV. 

L'Oo^ B-if. It. p. ISB, 

1 saw the only specimen, whicli I procured, feeding on the fruit of an opuntia 
at Maldonado. 

Mr. Q. R. Gray is induced to consider the species figured under the name 
of T. DarttiHti, as the T. ttriala, Gm. und the T. Danpiaii of the Zoological 
Society’s Proceedings, as the female of the same species, while the young birds 
may be described as following: 

Brown, with the margins of the dorsal feathers greenish-brown, those of the 
wings and tail margined btowuish-while ; head and neck greyish-green ; 



ZOOLOGY OT THE VOTAOE OF THE EEAGLE. 
bGnealh the body pale dusky green, somewhat darker oii tlie breast and 
sides ; uropygium yollowUli-grecn. 

Three specimeus of this species are contained in the Britisli Museum, ex- 
hibiting male, female, and young. 

2, Aclau Vittata. 

Maldonado ; not cominou, 

PiPILtO PESSOSATA. Swaim. 

Maldonado ; not common. The stomach of one, which 1 shot, contained 

l^MsaaizoiDSB roLiocEPUALi'ii. G. R. Gray. 

E.olanctvt, dursi pltmis medio nigro strialii ; capiU tfuUgne cinereii, prion plnmii 
medio nigroslriatu i eorpure infra mfeoccnti al/io; Ag/wc/iondriii Icclrieihui 
cauda inferiorihus obucnrioTihu ; alanmi ntargint talk flam, Temigibus primuriis 
servndariisqtte nigrii ; prioribas pallidi olivaeeo, pnsterioribas ntivaacaUs flam lali 
marginatis. 

Umg.tut. 7f HM.; ala. Si ; Uni, I}; rutri, B IK 

Olivaceous, with the feathers of tlie back uiarked dowo tbe middle with black ; the 
bead and throat cinereous, with each feather of the fotmer streaked down the 
middle with black ; beneath the body rufous white, darker on tbe flanks 
and under tail coverts ; the border of the wiogs bright yellow : the secou- 
durles uiid primaries black, tbe former brondly margined with pnlc olive, the 
latter with bright olivareoos yellow ; base of bill dusky orange. 

Habitat, northern shore of the Plata. (_9fay and August.) 

This bird is common both near Monte Video and Moldoiindo, in swamps. 
Stoumch full of seeds : it makes a shrill loud cry ! its flight is clumsy, as if its 
tail were disjointed. 



Fah.— COCCnTIIRAUSTINdi. 

Gksi'b, Geospiza, Gould. 

Rostrum magHuvi, robustum, valiilum, nUiludine hmgiivdiium prastaate ; nt/nnW 
unualo el eapilis verticem superante, apiee siue dtulieulo, iateribus lumidis. 
yaribus e.t semitertis plnmis froHlatibus. 






■ *r 







Darwin Online: Bv oermlBSIon of rhe Trustees of the Natural HIstorv Museum fLondanJ 



AM 




Tlie Univercity of Chicago Librariee 



lipUo jftrsonMAi 



Oarwin Online' Bv Dermlsslon of the Trustees of the Natural HIston,' Museum (Londoh) 



nmus. 



MandibM superiori lomis maltHiK vtrms siaum txhibatHbas, arf w<tHrfi6nte in/vioru 
proceasum rKiyifMliun. AfamiUiMla ii^erior ail basin lata, hoc iafra ueaios lemla»U. 
Altf matiocrea remise iirinopauio breviore secando. hoc longiasimo. 

Cuudti hnuiasiimi ft aqualis, 

7'ani nagni el mliiU, digilo jioslicu, cumnngue robuato el digilo inlermedio breviore; 
digitu extenUs inter se icqtialibus at digito poslieo brecioribvs- Color in ouribKi 
niger, in finn. fuscua. 

This singular genus* appears to be confined to tbe islands of tUa Galapagos 
Arcbii>efngo. It is very noraerous, botU in individuals and in species, so llmt 
it foi'ins tlic most striking feature in Ibeir omitbology. The cbaraclcrs of tlie 
species of Geospiza, as well as of the following ulliod subgcnera, run closely into 
each other in aioost remarkable manner. 

In my Journal of Researches, p. 475, 1 have given my reasons for believing that 
in some cases tbe separate islands possess their own representatives of the different 
species, nod this ulmusi necessarily would cause a fine gradutioti in tbeir cbaraclcrs. 
Unfortniialcly T did not suspect this fact until it was too late la distinguisli tlio spe- 
oioiens from the different islands of the group ; but from the collectioti made for 
Captain I'itzRoy, I have been able in some small measure to rectify tills omission. 

In each species of these genera a perfect gradation in colouring might, 
I ibiiik, be formed from ono jet black to another pole brown. My observations 
showed that the former were invariably the males; but Mr. Dynoe, the surgeon of 
the Beagle, wito opened many specimens, assured me that he found two qnite 
hlaek specimens of one of the smaller species of Geospiza, which certainly were 
females : this, however, undoubtedly is un exception to tbo geucml fact ; and is 
analogous to those cases, which Mr. Blyth* has recorded of female linnela and 
some otlier birds, ia a state of high conslitutioiinl vigour, assamieg the brighter 
pluniogc of tbe male. The jet black birds, in cases where there could be no doubt 
in regard to the species, were in singularly few proportional numbers to the 
brown ones ; I can ouly account for lliis by tbe supposition timt tbe intense black 
colour is attained only by tbrec-yonr-old birds, I moy here mention, that the 
lime of year (beginning of October) in which my coUectiou was unade, probably 
correS|amds, os far us the purposes of incubation are concerned, with our autumn. 
The several species of Goospiza are nndistinguishable from each other in iiabits ; 
tliey often form, together willi tbo species of the following subgenera, and likewise 
with doves, largo irregular flocks. Tliey frequent the rocky and extremely arid 
parts of the land sparingly covered with almost naked boabes. near tbe coasts ; 

• Tliisgeiiui, udslis BJtowinaral.piien, wsruumedby M/. QouM M « mecliig oCtIwZwJ. Hm, J»n. 10 
1837, V. 8. vf Pioctvdoigft. 

+ tUmcLrki m tke Haiup rf PinU, Cbartewortb'd M»g. of Kst. ltku«y, veil. i. p. 4S0. 
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for here they find, by scratchinij in the tindery soil with their powerfol heaka and 
claws, the seeds of grasses and other plants, which rapidly spring up during the 
short rainy season, and as rapidly disappear. Tliey often eat small portions of 
the succulent leaves of the Opunlia {ralapageia, probably for the sake of the 
moisture contained in them ; in this dry climate the birds suffer much from the 
want of water, and these finches, as well as olhors, daily crowd round the small 
and scanty wells, which are found on some of the islacidB. I seldom, however, 
saw these birds in tlie upper and damp region, which supports a thriving vego- 
lation ; excepting on the cleared and cultivated fields near the houses in Charles 
Island, where, as I was informed by the colonists, they do much injury by digging 
up roots and seeds from a depth of even six inches. 

1, GeOSFIZA MSONIKOSTRIS. Gould. 

PixTs XXXVI. 

G. /uliginosa, erisso cinerascenti-<dbo ; rotlro Higj'o-hrimm'sreiilf laeato ; ptdibia 
t» otwto 11 • 1 r« t * rit riw 1 

Ftem. vel Mas jnn.; curpore inlms^ /vten singulis plnmis olivaceo cinetis; aidomine 
paltidiorti crino ci«mi»CfaI*-olfio ; pedibus tl roitro, «t fa mare adulln. 

Sooty black ; with the vent cinereons white, iJte bill black, washed with brownish, 
and the feet black. 

Female, or young male : Deep fuscous, with each feather margined with olive, the 
abdomen much paler, with the under tail-coverU cinereous white, the feet 
and bill like tboae of the male. 

Habitat, Galapugoa Arcliipelago. (Charles and Chatlinm Islouds.) 

I have strong reasons for believing this species is not found in James's 
Island. Mr. Gould considers the G. vuigniruslris as the type of the genus. 

2. GcOfiPIZA STBENUA. GolUd. 

Blsiz XXXVII. 

G. fnliginosa. rrissii alba, rnstro/usco el nigra iincto ; pedibiu nigris. 

Loog. tot. 5l uao-j aht, 5 j cvisAv, : torsi, J i rotlri, 1 ; tlL ro«. i> 

Fmm. A'miniso corporefasai singidu pitonis alarum caudm/ue phimis exrtptis, pallidi 
cifteiasceHli-olivacco ciuclis ; g«U et peclort fuscis ; abdomiue lateribus el erisso 
pallid^ rosfro bntuHeaeenlc. 

Sooty black, with the under tail coverts white ; the hill brown, tinged with black, 
and the feet black. 

Female ; Upper part of the body fnscous, with the margins of each feather, 
except those of the wings and tail, pale cinereous-olive ; llie tbtoat and breast 
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fuscous : tbe uMomen, sides, and under taii-c.oTerts pate cincrcous-fusdous ; 
the bill btovuish, 

Habitat, Galapagos Archipelago (James and Chatham Islands.) 

Geospiz.v sostis. GokM. 

Pljt* XXVIII. 

<?. erisso tilbo; rosiro rufeacenti-hvnneo, lineto nigyo ; pedibus 

Higru. 

Fcem. (vel Mas jun.) Corpore supri peclore el guHare iateiui fuscii, plumis 

citumsmili-olivaea) 7itarginatis ; abtlomine cnssmjtie pallidi eiHtraxenli-bnaiHeis ; 
rosiro m/esdsati-^jfo ad apican flacesceale ; pedib'U ut in mart. 

I/oog. lot. *} one.! air, 8; araJa, IJ; lorji, JJi mrtri, 

Deep sooty black ; with the under tail-coverls and the bill reddish brown tinged 
with black; the feet black. 

Female (or young male) : The body above, breast and throat, deep fuscous, with 
euoli feather margined with cinereous-olive; the nbdonien, and under tail- 
coverls pale cinereous-brown ; the bill reddish fuscous, with the apex yellowish, 
and tiiG feet like those in the male. 

Habitat, Gulapugus Arcbipelago, (Charles and Chatham Islands.) 

4. GeOSPIZA NEBULOSA. (lould. 

G. summo copiu it carport «igTe»cen<*V«rw ; riugitlis plumis eimraseeiiti-oiivaceo 
margiHaliii corpore sk/iIm pallidioie, abdomiae imo crissogue cinerasi-eiUibus ; 
Tostro et pedibnjs inlauii /niseis, 

Long. tvt. i line, ; ahr. Sj ; Mmfei, Ij; Mnt, J ; nairi, J; nit. r*i(. J. 

Mali;.— Upper part of the head and body blackisli fuscous, with each feather 
mun’itied with cinereous olive; the body beneath paler, with the lowest part 
of the abdomen avid uuder tail-coverls osliy ; the bill and feet deep fuscous. 
Habitat, Galupugos Archipelago, (Charles Island.) 

5. Qeospiza Fin.iGii»08A. Gould. 

G. inlinsi /uligiiuwa, erisan o/bu, roalni fusea ; pedihas nigreseeiUi-faKis, 

Long. In*. *J UK.i nin, SJ; aiaJa, Ij ; ««rl, Ij i ah. mrtri, |. 

Fveiu, Sitmmo corpore, alis, cavdiqae iutsiui fuscis; singalis plmms ciRCcaaceati- 
/errugitteo ; corpore it/ra cinereo, singniis plumis medium ves-sus obstu- 

rioribnsl rosiro brunuea ^ pesUbusiugrescmsti-brumusis. 

Deep sooty black, with the under tail covens wliite; the bill fuscons, aud the feet 
bluckish fuscous. 
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Female; Upper part of tbe txiily ; the wings and tail deep fusenus, with eaeli 
feather margined with nshy ferriigiDeoug ; beneath the body cinereous, with 
each feather towards tbe middle darker ; the bill brown, and tbe feet blackish 
brown. 

Habitat, Galapagos Archipelago. (Cbatliaiu imd James' Isiand.) 

(I. GeOSI’IZA UENT1RU8TK19. CiOHld. 

G.(Fo3in. vclMas ]an.) nuinditmlce superiorii morfl’ine m Hintem produclo, vo'tice cur- 
poreqM sapra/uscii; singvlu piumis medium versus obscia-ioribus ; $tcu»<laria to:- 
tricibHsqac alarum ad margiiuiui «</vinu«cii ; f(itUare ci peelon paliuU 

afbit ; rostra rufo-fasco ; pedibia obicuri phuabfU. 

lAing. tot if ano. i oAn, SK; emuttr, ) iwtri, | ; alW rwt. {, 

The margin of the npjier mandible produced into a tooth ; tbe vertex and above 
the body fuscona, with each feather towards the middle darker ; the margias 
of the secondaries and wing coverts straw colour ; tbe throat and breast pale 
brown, darker towards tbe middle of each feather ; Iho sides and under tail- 
coverts cinereaus white ; the bill rufous fuscous, and the feet obscure lead 
colour. 

Habitat, Galapagos Archipelago. 

Mr. Gould cousidered this specimen n female, from the appciirance of its 

plumage; but from dissection, I tbougUl it was a mule, 

7. Geospiza PABvi'LA. Ooutd. 

PiATi XXXCS, 

G. (Mas) eapUe, ^utture, el dorso /uliffinsuis; uroppgio cuurfd 

el alia nigresre»li bmaneia ; aingulia jriumis cavdee el alamm.nnerru-margiHalis i 
lairribtcs ofiaoceri.yKACo gvllalisi nlnloutitte el rj-isso albis, rnttro el jiedibus Miffrea- 

lung. toA i uao.: aUr, 3^ ; aataiia, 1 } ; iarti^ } ; rauri, J-, tlL rgrf. 

Fcem.Hammo capile ct (torso cineraMenli-bruHHeia, gntture.peelore, nbdomiue eriasoqite. 
pallUH cinereis, altamineo liuclis. 

The head, throat, nuil back, sooty black ; tbe lower part of the back cinereous 
olive ; the tail and wings blackish brown, margined with cinereous i the sides 
olive with fuscous spots ; the abdomen and under tail-coverts white ; the bill 
and feet biuckisb brown. 

PciDule : The upper surface cinereous brown ; the throat, breast, abdomen, aud 
tlie under tnil coverta, pale cinereous tinged with struw colour. 

Hubitat, Galnjiagos Archipelago, (James' Island.) 
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8. Geqspiza ddbia. (lould. 

f?.(r<Etn. Masignot.) fummo capiic el mrpore mpri /ituia, liHgHlis plamis cinei'O- 
sceHti-olivaeeo margiiialis ; sirigd snpmiliari, geaia. g^«nre, cnrpore infrd cviera’ 
aeenli-ohvaeeis, singvlis plnmu noli irmiroK fused ; alia cmidiijae brunneis singuUa 
phatiis olnacea-cinereo marginatit ; rosin sordM alho. pedibus obsctcrifums. 

Long, tut 8|uac.; •I'r, tii aroi'i Hi “rd, {; mtri, i, : ult. fwtri, j. 

Upper surface fuscous, with each feather margined with cinereous olive ; the 
streak above the eye, cheeks, throat, and beneaUi the body, cioareons olive, 
with the middle of each feothur fuscous ; the wings and tail brown, with each 
feather margined witli ciuereous ash ; the bill wlute, aod the feet obscure 
fuscous. 

Habitat, Galapagos Archipelago, (Chatham Island.) 

Sv»-Ct»OB-— CAMARHYNCHUS. Gnali. 

Cakaruyschos differt a genere Geospiasa, rostra dtbiliore, margin mayulibuhe imjie- 
rioru ainua indentato ; euJmiM minis elevate »» fronton et plus areuato ; biloibus 
lumidioribus ; marulibitli infaiiore minus in genas UMdente. 

Camarhpnchus psitlacidns is the typical species. 

1. Camamynchi's psittacclos. Gould. 

Pla» XL. 

C. (Fmm.) stimmo eapite foiyjore^ac tuperiote fnseis; alis caurUque oisrurioi'iiKs; 
gulture eorporeque i^Piore, eineniseenti-alhis, strasnineo iinctis; rostra patlidi 
flavesceHtifaseo; pedibiu fuscis. 

Long. Ml. »f»', 2? = '*«*•- H: il ronril: «H. rertri, 

The upper part of the head and body fuscous ; the wing and tail darker; the 
throat, and beneath the body cinereous white, tinged with straw-colour ; 
the bill pale yellowish fuscous, and the feet fuscous, 
liabitat, Galapngos Archipolngo, (James’ Island.) 

The species of Camarhynchns do not difl'er in habits from those of Geospiza ; 
aud the C. pAiriacufiu might often be seen mingled in considerable numbers in the 
same Hock with the luUer. Mr. Bynoc procured a hlackiab specimen, which, 
donbtlcss, was an old male ; I saw several somewhat dusky, especially about 
the head. 



S. CaMABEYNCHUS CBASSIBOSTBIB. Gould. 



C. (Mas juii.et F<em.) airport sxperiore iniensi Sninneo, singulis p/umis ciueraseenli- 
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olivaxo mar/pnatis; gullvre pettoregue cinerascnti-oliiiaceu, singulis iu tuedio 
phimis nbscuriimbus i abdominf. laleiibus crissogue einerds siraminea liaelis. 

Long. tot. uiie. ; ob. ■. roixb, S ; tarsi, I*; roilpi, J; >lt. iwtpi,!. 

Upper pan of the body deep brown, with eacli feather margined witli cinereous 
oHre ; llio tliroat nnd brenat cinereous olive, with the middle of enrh festber 
darker ; the abdomen, aides, and under tail cnvcrtE cinereous tioged with 
straw colour. 

Habitat, Golupugoa Archipelago, (Charles Island?) 

I am nearly cenaiti that this species is not found in domes Islund, I believe 
it came from diaries Island, nnd probably there replaces the C. jtsiUaculas of 
James Island. I obtained three specimens, one mule, nod two females ; from the 
analogy of so many species in this group. 1 do not doubt the old male would 
be block. 



ScB^arcB.— CACTORSIS. GoM 

Cactorkis rfi^rrt a guerre Geospisa rojtro etougalo, acitio, emnpresso, hitgiludinr. 
alliludiHUHi excelleute; majidibula ruperiortV mnr^tne pir indeulalo; naribus 
baialibus el vix teclis ; tarsis brtvioribus, unguibus snajoribas el plus curratiV. 
CaelorHU scandetui is the typical species. 



1. Cactornis scanoeks. Gould. 

C. iuteusb Juliginosa, crisso albot rostra el petlibuj nigreseeuli-bruusieis. 

Long. cot. 5 tuK. ; rastri, 2; alw, eaada:, ; torn, |. 

Ftein. Corpore suprriore, guUurc jieclorerpte iulemi brunneis, singulis ptaais palU- 
diori TNorginirtu ; aMominu crissoqae canereiV, slramiiteo tirtetisi riutro jiallidi 
J'uteo 1 pedibus nigreseeuti-fuseis. 

Deep sooty black, with the under tail-coverta while ; the bill and feet blackish- 

Femolc : Upper surface of the body, throat and breast intensely brown, with the 
margins of each feather paler ; the abdomen and the under tail coverts 
cinereous, tinged with straw-colour t the bill pale fuscous, and the feet blackisli 
fuscous. 

Habitat, Galapagos Archipelago, (James' Island.) 

The species of this sub-genus alone can be distinguished in habits from the 

several foregoing ones bcluuging to Geospiza and Camarhynchus. Their most 
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frequent resort is tlie Opnntin Gala/ugeia, about the fleshy leares of which they 
hop and climb, ereti » ith their back downwards, whilst feeding with their sharp 
beaks, both on the fmit and flowers. Often, however, they alight on the ground, 
and mingled with the flock of the above mentioned species, they search for seeds 
in the parched volcanic soil. The extreme scnrreiicss of the jet-black specimms, 
which I mentioned under the liead of tlie genus Oeospiza. is well exemplified in 
the case of tile C. scandeas, for although I daily saw many brown-coloured ones, 
(and two collectors were looking out for them), only one, besides that which is 
figured, was procured, and I did not see a second. 

3. CaCTORNIS ASSIUILI3. GouUl. 

Pl.TE XUII. 

TiHBsm om <tla8t. niulai,^ llevM ZMlagIqiu, IB40, p. 991. 

C. Mas (jonl) einpore impri /Hliginom, {gullure ahdumitietfue esuptu.) ciKcrro 
marginalia; rostra paliidi ru/fscenli-bramia) ; petlibnji Higieacenli-bruHaeis. 

Long, lot 5} Tine. 1 rwtpi, | ; uto.SJi l|i l.irri, j. 

Upper surface of the body sooty black, margiaeil with cinereous, ns well as tlie 
tiiroBt and abdomen ; the iiili pale rufous brown ; the feel blackish, brown. 
Habitat, Galapagos Archipelago. 

1 do not know ftom which island of the group this species was procured ; 
almost certainly not froiii James Tsiund. Analogy would in tliis case, as in that 
of Camarhpnchus erassiroslris, lend to the belief that tlie old male would be jet 
black. By a mistake this bird lias been figured standing on the 0/>UR(ia2>>zric’iHi>, 
a plant from Patagonia, instead of (be O. Gaiapageia. I may here mention tlmt a 
thinl und well characterized species of Cactornis has lately been sent by Captain 
Belcher, R.N. to the Zoological Society ; as Capt. Belcher visited Cocos Island, 
which is the nearest land to the OalajMigoB Archipel.ago, being less than 400 miles 
distant, it is very probable that the species came thence. 

lius-Gtivs.— CKRTHIDP j\. Gould. 

Cebthidea dijferl rt^cjnre Geoifiza rostra graciiiore et oeHliore; naribia basatibus 
el non (ee(«>; mandibultp superivris morg-iiierscio; tarais longioribass et graeiliaTibva. 

Of the foregoing sub-genera, Ge«»pira, Camarhynebus and Cactornis belong to 
one type, but with regard to Certliidea, altlioiigli hfr. Gould confidently believes it 
should also he referred to the same diviaioo, yet as io its slighter form and weaker 
bill, it has so much the appearance of a member of the SgMadee, he would by no 
means insist upon the above view being adopted, until tbc matter shall have been 
more fully investigated. 
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CeBTHIDEA 0L1V4CBA. froald. 

PLATE XLIV, 

C. tummu npilt, eor/mre sHpfriore, alis oiivaceo-bnaineis ; ^B«Kr« ct eorporc 

infra einereu; rosiru pffdibHiujue paltidb brnnwii^. 
long- tot. 4 buc.; roKpi, J; sla, S : ««*», IJi mrti, }. 

Upper part of the heail, body, wings and tail, oliraceous brown ; the lliroot. and 

beneath ibe body, cinereous ; the bill and feet pale brown. 

Hnbitut, Galapagos ArchTpelogo. (Cimtham and Jainos Island). 

I believe my Bpocimeas.whieli include both sexes, were procured ifoni Chat* 
ham and Janies Islands ; it is certainly found at the latter. 

Phvtotoma raba. Mol. 

P. Blowni, CAi/Jrm^ Jiwi. ootl Solbj'a HI. 

P. rtiUli, rMl. Mog.doZool.lSa:, Il.pl. S. 

P. alono, fjRt. Moio. del'Acad. tin 8ci. do St. Petorab. 

Tliis is not a very uncoromoQ bird in Central Chile : the farmers complain 
that it is very destructive to the buds of fruit trees. It is quiet and solitary, and 
haunts hedge-rows or bushes ; its uianiiore are similar to those of our bullfinch, 
(_Z.oxia Pyrrin/a'). Iris bright scarlet. ]ilr. Eyton lias given au unatomicul 
description of this binl in the Appendix. 

Doliceonyx oarzivORUE, Sieaiaa. 

HoUohoDTX orysTorua, Sminr. Fmv. Hor. Am. 8. 878. 

This one specimen only was seen at James Island, in the Galapagos Ar- 
chipelago, duritig the begiiiiiiug of October. It U remarkable that u bird 
migrating, according to Richardson, as far as 54° N, in Tforth America, and 
generally inhabiting mnrsby grounds, should be found on these dry rocky islands 
under the equator. Mr. Gray and myself carefully compared this specimen 
with one from North America, and we could not perceive the slightest dilTerence. 

I. XanthorNCS chbysoptehij.s, G'. Jt. Gray. 

rBOfijooliHS oluyiapwma, 8jst.Av. p. 

This bird generally frequents marshy grounds. I procured specimens from 
La Plata and ftom Chile ; in the Inner conuiry it extends at least as far north 
as the valley of Copinpo, in 27' 26' ; on the eastern plains it does not range, 
according to Aznra, north of 20°, It builds in reeds. Molina says it is called 
by the Indians Tbili, or Ciiile — hence be derives the name of the country. 
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2. Xakthobsds platvb. G. R. Gray, 
riixa XLT, 

PaoiMDliiis %Tuq«, Syit. Aviam. 

TimipuJs h t6ta j»ui>, Aiam, 'So, CO. 

This species is common ot Maldonado in largo flocks. 

Leistus anticvs. G, R, Gray, 

A^rlAiua liTeMos, FvW. Viotj. M«h. IM. 

PamcoHiij octiccif 

U Dngoc, Ajort, So, 93. 

This bird is exceedingly abundant iu large flocks on the grassy plains cf La 
Plata. It U noisy, and in its habits lesombles our starling. 

1- Aoelaius FKiNoiLLARii'a. Q. li. Grog. 
leU9n]a&uipllAiiiis.5)>M, Av. 8p. Ko. 1. 1. lx«. fig. 1 & 7. p. 6S, 

This species is rare at Maldonado, but appears more common on the banks 
of Parana in Lat. 31°. S. Spix Buys (vol. i. p. 88, Birds of Brazil), it is found 
in Minas Geraes. 

2. Aoelaics CHOl'i. FVei'K. 

Turdsi carsiis, Gnti. 

Le Cbopi, Axrrnc, So. 01. 

loUiruu KlciroBtrk, At. Br. pL 9A. fi 8. 

This species is common in flocks on the pasture grouuds of Chile, and along 
the whole westero shore of the aoutliern part of the continent. In Chile it is 
nailed, according to Molina, “cureu." It is a noisy, chattering bird, and runs 
in the manner of oar starlings. It cau be taught to spoak, and is sometimes 
kept in cages. It builds in buslies. 

Momdthm'S nicer. Goalii. 

Icicnu ifigPT, 

lotwu niiixilUri;,' D'M. ^ Lafr. 

Icterus Beoaous, 

rwiKnlliie earioeue, W(^l, 

This Molothrus is common in large flocks on the grassy plains of La Pluto, 
and is often miugled with the Leistes onfinu, and other birds. In the same flock 
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witli the usual black kind, there were generally a few dull brown coloured ones, 
{IcUmt mriceus of ii'ciH.) whicli I presume are llie young. Azara states ibnl 
the brawn-cnlourcd birds arc smaller than tlio black glossy ones, and that they 
sometimes form onc-tcntli of the whole ninnber in a flock. In the single specimen 
which I brought home, the size, with the esception of the length of the wing, is 
only a very little les.s, Sonnini, in his notes to Azara, considers the brown birds 
as Iho females ; I con, however, scarcely bcliovc that so obvious a solution of the 
difliculty could have escaped so accurate an observer as Azara. These birds 
in La Plata often may be seen standing on the bock of a cow or horse. While 
perched on a hedge, and pluming themselves in the sun, they sometimes attempt 
to sing or rather to hiss : the noise is very peculiar ; it resembles that of bubbles 
of air passing rapidly from a small orifice under water, so as to produce an acute 
sound. Azara states that this bird, like tlie cuckoo, deposits its eggs in other 
birds’ nests. 1 was several times told by tlie country people, that there was sotiie 
bird which hnd this habit ; and my assistant in collecting, who is a very uccurate 
person, found in the nest of the Zonotrichiu rv/icotlis (a bird which occupies in 
the ornithology of S. America tho place of tho common sparrow of Europe), 
one egg larger than the others, and of a difl'erent colour and shape. This 
egg is rather less than that of the missel-tbrnsh, being '93 of an inch in 
length, and '78 in breadth ; it is of a bulky form, thick in the middle. The 
ground colour is a pale pinkish-white, willi irregolar spots and blotches of a 
bright reddish-brown, and others less distinct of a greyish hue. This species is 
evidently a very closo analogue of the M. pttorU of North America, from which, 
however it may at once be distinguished by the absence of the glossy brown on 
the head, neck, and upper breast, — by the metallic bhieneas of Us plumage in 
the place of a green tinge, and by its somewhat greater size in all its proportions. 
The young or brown-coloured specimens of these Mololliri resemble each other 
more closely : tliat of the .V. peeorii is of a lighter brown, especially under tlie 
tliroat, and the small feathers on its breast and abdomen have eacli an obscure 
dark rxatrul streak. The eggs of the Molothrl, allbougb having the same 
geuenil character, differ considerably; that of the M. ptcoris being smaller 
and less swollen in the middle ; it is '85 of an inch in leoglh, and -78 in brendth. 
Il.s colour cannot he better described than in the words of Dr. Richardson* — it is 
'' of a greenish white, witli rather small crowded and confluent irregular spots of 
pale liver-brown, intermixed with otliers of subdued purplish grey.” From this 

• Fivoa BoTMlia, BirJi, p, 27B. Ih. UWiEnltwi sMw lUst tho egg ia ooly Mveo Una uid a haU is Iwgth. 

iBochndelwlW»lnWiiAi«i>fMf, YtireDfot lending mo aii egg of lie bnniog part of a 

collKtioii of North Amariein egg. iu bm poMaion. 
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description it is oltvioiis that the egg of M. nigtr is larger and of a mach redder 
tint ; the more prominent spots also arc larger, the subdued grey being quite 
simitar in both. 

If we were to judge from habite alone, tlio specific difference between those 
two species of Molotlmis might well be doubted ; they seem closely to resomble 
each other in general habits,— in manner of feeding. — in associating in the same 
flock with other birds, and even in suchpecnliurilies as often alighting on the backs 
of cattle. The M. jteeoris, like tlie M. niger. utters strange noises, which Wilson* 
describes " as a low splatlering note as if proceeding from the belly." It appears 
to me very interesting thus to find so close an agreement in structure, and in 
habits, belweeu allied species coming from opposite parts of a great continent- 
Mr. Swainsont bas remarked that with the exception of the Mohlhrus, the 
cuckoos are the only birds which can be called truly parasitical : namely, such 
as “ fasten themselves, as it were, on another living animal, whose animal heal 
brings their young into life, whose food they alone live upon, and whose death 
would cause theirs during the period of infancy.” It is very remarkable, that 
the cuckoos and the molothri, although opposed to each other in almost every 
habit, should agree in this strange one of tlieir parasitical propagation : the 
habit moreover is uot universal in tlie species of either tribe. The Molothrus, 
like our starling, is eminently sociable, and lives on the open plains without art 
or disguise:^ the cnckoo, as every one knows, is a singularly shy bird; it 
frequents the most retired thickets, and feeds on fruit and caterpillars.^ 

Aublvbahpuus ruseu. G. R. Gray. 

Oriolaa nilKtt, 

Lobtoe crylKrocopbiUB, Close. Birde. 

This bird frequented marshy places in the neighbourhood of Maldonado, but 
it was not common there. It is more solitary than the following allied species ; 1 
have, however, sceu it iu a flock. Seated on a twig, with its beak widely open, it 
often makes a shrill, but plaintivo uud agrccablo cry. which is sometimes single 

i Mogacno of Zotdogy ond Botany, vol. i. p. 217. { Soa Ao&ro. toL 01. p. 170. 

tbo oat oftho young cudtoo.ao ia well known, tbo young Inrd itielf tbrowo out ito fMCer.bruUieti. Mr. O. Fox. 
howcTcr, (SUIiiniiii'o Amorkan Journal, vul. xxix. p, 282), lelaM an inmue of tbtw young apatrowo bating 
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nnd BometimeB reiterated. Its flight is heavy. The young have their heads and 

thighs merely mottled tritii searlet. 

Stuksell* miutabis. Viciil. 

I Diet with spcciinens of this bird on the east coast of the continent from the 
Falklanti Islnmls to 31° S., and on the western coast from the Strait of Magellnii 
to Lima, a apace of forty degrees of latitude. 



Family.— T nOCUlLID.di;. 

1. TaOCillLUS PLAVIFRONS- 
Monte Video. — November. Not abundant. 

2. TrOCBILVS FOBFICATtlS- Lath. 

Edieitr^' Glmiingt. 

Yi>Kt. Oii. dons. 1. 1. 

OmUtnya Kingii, Lm. Trodiilidtef, pi. 38. 

This species is found over a space of 2.500 miles on the west coast, from the 
hot dry country of Lima to the forests of Terra del Fuego. where it has bcoii 
described by Captaiu King as flitting about in a snow-storm. In the wooded 
island of Chiloe, which has an extremely damp climate, this little bird, skipping 
from aide to side amidst the humid foliage, and uttering its acute cliirp, is 
perhaps more abundant tiian any other kind. It there very commonly 
frequents open marshy ground, where a kind of bromelia grows ; hoveriug nenr 
the edge of the thick beds, it every now mid theo dashes in close to the ground ; 
but T could not see whether it ever nctually alighted. At that time of the year 
there were very few flowers, and none ■whatever uear the beds of bromelia. 
Hence, I was quite sure that they did not live on liouoy ; and on opening the 
stomach and upper iiitestiae, by tlic aid of a lens, I could plainly distinguish in a 
yellow fluid, morsels of the wings of diptera,- probably Tipulidte. It is evident 
that these birds search for minute insecto in their winter quarters under the thick 
foliage. I opened the stomachs of several specimens which were shot in different 
parts of the continent, and in all remains of iusects wore uumeroiis, forming a 
black comminuted mass. In one killed at Valparaiso, I found portions of an ant. 
Amongst the Chonos Islands, nl u season when there were flowers in open places, 
yet the damp recesses of tlic forests appeared their favourite haunt, lu central 






Chile these birds arc migratory; they make their appearaace there in autumn ; 
the first arrival which I observeti was on the 14th of April (corrcspondiag to our 
October) but by the 20th they were numerous. They stay lliroiigliout the winter, 
aud begin to disappear in September : on October 1 2lh, in the course of a loug 
walk, I saw only one individual. During the jicriod of thoir summer migration, 
nests were very common in Cliiloe and the Cbonos Island, countries south of 
Chile. When this species of Trockitas migrates southward, it is replaced in Chile 
by a larger kind, which will be presently described. The migration of the 
humming birds on both the east* and west roasts of North America, exactly 
correspoads to that which takes placo in tho southern half of the continent, in 
both tliey move towards the tropic during the colder parts of the year, and retreat 
poleward before the retnming heat. Some, however, remain during the whole 
year in Tierra del Fuego ; and hi nortiieru Culifomin, — which in iho northern 
heraiaphere, has this same relative position which Tierra del Fuego has in the 
Bonthcru. — some, according to Becchey, likewise remain. Near the south end of 
Cliiloe, I found on the 8th of December, a nest with eggs nearly hatched. It was 
of the ordinary form of nests; rather more than an inch in internal diameter, and 
not deep, composed esternally of coarse and fine moss, neatly woven together, 
and lined with dried confervEe, now forming a very One reddish fibrous mass. 
1 feel DO doubt regarding the nature of this latter subslBOce, as the transverse 
septa aro yet riuile distinct: hence this humming bird builds its nest entirely 
of cryptogamic plants. Egg perfectly white, elongated, or rather almost 
cyliudrical, with rounded ends ; length 'SS7 of uu inch, and transverse diameter 
•362 of an inch. In .lanunry, at tho Clionos Islands, when there were young in 
the nest, a considerable iiumlier of old birds were shot ; of these, however, few or 
scarcely any had the shining crest of tlie male. In the only specimen, which I 
carefully examined, the metallic tips of the young feuthers of the crest, were just 
beginning to protrude. Several of these males without their crest, hud u yellowish 
gorge ; and 1 saw some with a few light brnwa feathers on tlicir backs. I 
presume these appearances are connected witli their state of moult. 

3. TaociiiLDs Gioas, VieUl. 

This species is coiuoioii in central Cliilc. It is a large bird for the delicate 
family to which it belongs. At Valparaiso, in tbe year 18.34, I saw several of 
these birds iu the middle of August, and I was informed they bad only lately 
arrived from tbe parched deserts of the north. Towards the middle of September 

* UQinbstdt, Fen. Nan. fsl, V, port t, p. aits, Oosk'a Third Toyage, vol, il. acd BMcbey'a Yoj^c, 



1 1 2 200L0GT OF THE VOYAGE OF THE BEAGI^ 

(the Teroal equinox) their numbers were greatly increased. They breed in central 
Chile, and replace, as 1 have before said, the foregoing species, which migrates 
southward for the same purpose. The nest is deep in proportion to its width ; 
externally ihroe inelies aud a half deep ; internal depth a little under one inch 
and three quarters ; width within one inch aud two-tenlhs ; mouth slightly con- 
tracted. Externally it is formed of fine fibrous grass woven together, and attached 
by one side and bottom to some thin upright twigs; internally it is thickly lined 
with a felt, formed of the pappus of some composite flower. When on the wing, 
the appearanco of this bird is singular. Like others of the genns, it moves from 
place to place, with a rapidity which may he compared to that of Myrphns 
amongst diptera, and Sphinx among moths; hut whilst hovering over a flower, 
it flaps its wings with a very slow and powerful movement, totally different from 
tliat vibratory one cummuii to most of the species, which prodnees the humming 
noise. I never saw any other bird, where the force of its wings appeared (ns in a 
butterfly) so powerful in pro^iorlion to the weight of its body. When hovering by 
a flower, its tail is constantly expanded and shut like a fun, the body being kept 
iu a nearly vertical position. This action appears to steady and support the bird, 
between the slow movements of its wings. Although flying from flower to 
flower in search of food, its stomncli generally contained abundant remains of 
insects, which, I suspect, are much more the object of its search than honey is. 
The note of this species, like thnt of nearly the whole family, is extremely shrill. 

In the Appendix an anatomical description of this bird by Mr. Eyton is 



Order— SCANSORES. 



I. CONDRDE HVRIKUS, Kuhl. 



1'his parrot feeds in large flocks on the grassy plains of Bandn Oriental, where 
not a tree can be seen. They are very destructive to the cara-fields. I was 
assured that in one year, near Colooia del Saemmiento, on the north bank of the 
Plata, 2,-^>00 were killed, a reward being given fur each dozen beads. Many ot 
these birds build their nests dose together in trees, the whole composing a vast 
mass of sticks. I saw several of their compound nests on the islands iu the river 
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2, CoNUnUS P4TACH0NICUS. 

Piiuacna Patnlp^nQ&, ViaUt. Edc;. p. 

rritUou* r«ti([omai, i«w. Toy. do b C^uiOo Zool. [d- 35 bb. 

Polttacan Poudiouiuo, La«r’t ID. Poilt. 

Le PaUguO) jlaara. No. T77. 

PottAgooiu iDACcnw, ZolA. llkt. 1 1| 105. 

I obtained specimens of this bird at Buhio Blaorn in Northern Patagonia, 
where there is not a single tree, am) the country is dry and Tery sterile. I did 
□ot meet with this species in the southern ports of Patagonia, but it is common 
near Concepcion in Chile, in nearly the sume latitude. They build their nests in 
holes in cliffs of earth or graral, together with the HirHuifo cyaiMkuca. In 
September, at Bahia Blanca, they were laying: tlieir eggs are quite white, and 
small in proportion to the bird. Several uauully rush forth from their holes at 
the same iastaiil, and utter a noisy screain. 

Picoa KlNOU. G. R.Gray. 

PioM mdaiiMtpiolus, Proc. ZooL 8oo. 1830, p. 14. 

I procured specimens at Valparaiso, and at the Peninsula of Tres Montes 
(Lat. 46° 8.1 At the latter place, I killed in January a pair, male and female. 
Caplaiu King’s specimens were obtained from Chiloc. The male lias its whole 
hfod scariet with only tlie nape black, so tlial Captain King's specific name 
is unfortunately not applicable for die species ; tlierefore Mr. O. R. Gray thiuks 
it should be named after the first describer. The heail of the female is black, 
with some short reddish-brown feathers over nostrils. There appears to be no 
other diffctcuce in die plumage of the sexes. 



Chbysopiilus CAMPEsTiiis. Swaiiu . 

Picul omipiMiriii, licit Oil. p. Sfu, At. Br.pl. IIS. 

La eliupcDtiflr ilofl chsnipc, Axoru, No. 953. 

My specimens were obtained from Danda Oriental and Buenos Ayres; I saw 
it no further soudiward. Spix says (Birds of Brazil, vol. i. p. 51.) it iohabits 
Minas Gemes. They frequent open plains nnd especially rocky ground. They 
are rather wild, and generally live three or four together. The tail of these ground 
woodpeckers seems but little useil ; their beaks, however, were generally muddy 
to the base : in the stomach of one 1 foood only ants. Their flight is nndulatory 
like that of the English woodpecker, nnd their loud cry is likewise similar, hut 
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eacL note more separate. Tlicy aligUt on the branch of a tree, horizontaUy, in 
tile matmcr of ordinary birds ; but occasiotmUy 1 have seen one clinging in an 
upnght position to a post. They appear to feed exelosively on the ground. 

CoLAPTBS CHtLENJtS. VigOTl. 

Piou Cbibsna, (lamal, Toy. <1o la Coqnille. ZooL p). dS. 

This bird frequents the dry stony hills of central Chile, on which only a few 
bushes and trees grow. It is closely related in habits and structure to the fore- 
going species, and appears 1 o be its representative on the western side of the 
Cordillera ; hence I cauoot but thick the iiislitutiou of the above two genera 
onfotluiiate. It is the '‘7*£i>u” of Molina, which name, I imagine, it derives from 
its peculiar cry. Molina states, that it builds its nest in holes in banks. 

J. DiPLOPTERtlS N*VIU8. BoU. 

Ouculua iwniu, LM. IihL 82(1, 

Rio do Janeiro, April. 

3. Diploi>TBBds GCiB.t. G. R.Gray. 

CrotopbagA Pisirigiia, Ytdl. Gal. 4 m Oil, pi, 41. 

PcDohpUu cjiaUUiis, AtcflCn/. 

Buenos Ayres. In small flocks; a noisy, chattering bird. 

CaoTOPUAGA ANt. Linn. 

PacH Bont-da-Padui, [4. aal. 102, t, 2. 

Rio dc Janeiro. May, The stomach of several specimens contained remains 
of DumcrooB Orthopterous, and some Culcopterons insects. 



OaDEa GYRATONES. Bonap. 

I, CoLUMBA Fitzeoyu. King. 

Calamlxi Fttwoyc, Alflj., in Proc. of Zwd. Boo. part 1, 1390, p. 14. 

Ct4azubik anfcucma, Lm. Voy, dt Coqo. pi. 40. f 

Peninsula of Tres Muntes. Lat. 4(P S. January, Captain King’s speci- 
mens were obtained at Chlloe, three degrees northward. I procured other speci- 
mens near Valparaiso. This bird therefore frequents dry rocky land, and damp 
impervious forests. 
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2. CottMSA LOBicAT*. itcAi- Vog- Vors. B. 67. 

CL^mla gTiancjUithalmtu, Ttmm^ Pig. i. IB. 

■ IcQcopWn, Pr. Has. Rcun, S. p. m. 

pioonuo, 7miin. Pig. p. 111. 

Fre<|uenls in laige flocks (be fields of Indian corn in the uciglibourliood of 
Maldonado, Legs dull "cannine red." This, probably, is tbe toprcsmlalivo on 
(be custom side of the Andes of (be foregoing or Chilian species. 

1. Zenaiua aubita. G. R. Gray. 

Clolimibii AuiU, rmH. Pig. p. eo. 1Ti^.8(>.70. 

I procured spccimeim of ibis bird at Maldonado (wbere it was very abundant' 
in La i’lata, and at Valparaiso in Chile. 

2. Zexaida Galapagoexsis. Goald. 

PlATS XLVI. 

Z. vtrtice, cervict, dorso caadtrujas tegminibaj dlscvrh fmeis dorto 

Higra-giittaUi ; alarum legmiaiiiu J'uscis, plumd aingulii pallidi ri»aceo-.^«eo ter- 
miitali, pogonii utriasrpie mai'gine, maculd oblongi magwl nigrd, lined alM 
separata ; ranigibus primariis ei semndariia KigrescetUi-Juscis, ci'urrascenlimliii 
angasti mmginatis ; caudd Jvicescenli riwerco ad tipteem faieid laid irreg’diiri 
nigra; /oris b'wfcl^Be aagusld supra et infra oculari aigris paUidi faseo mixtis ; 
gold peeloregue eiKocoV, coUi laUriha arato tinetis ; crissa, caudaque iegminibas 
utfrrinrilna eiuerascmiilnis, rostra iiigro, pedibus ruftscenti awauliaeis. 

Lmtg. tot. fij nAC. ; aim, 5^ ; 3f ; Azrrt, rostri. I. 

Crown of tbe bead and buck of tbe neck, dark chocolate brown, with a vinous 
tinge ; back aud tail-coverts (be snine. tlic former spotted with black ; wing- 
covortB brown, each fealber having a large oblong spot of binck on the 
margin of either web, separated by a line of white, and tipped with light 
vinous brown, the white predominating on the larger coverts, primaries aud 
secondaries blockish-brown, finely edged with greyisb-white; tail brownish- 
grey, crossed near the extremity with a broad irregular bond of black; lores 
and a narrow line above nod beneath the eye black, interrupted with liglit 
brown : throat and chest rich vinous, glossed on the sides of the neck with 
metallic bronze, and fading into greyish on tlie vent nnd under tail-coverts ; 
bill block; feet reddish-orange. 
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Habitat, Galapagos Archipelago. (Sept, and Oct.) 

This species may at once be distinguished from the Z. aardn, by U>e redder 
tint of its breast, — the greater number of black murks on the wing coverts and 
back — the outer half of some of the feathers on the wing coverts being white — 
the marks on the under side of the tail being grey (instead of white as in llie 
Z. aurila) and by ibc larger size of its beak. 

Tills dove is one of the most abundant birds in the Archipelago. It freeiiients 
the dry rocky soil of the low country, and often feeds in the same flock with the 
several species of Oeoipiza. It is exceedingly lame, and may be killed in 
nombers. Formerly it appears to have, been much lamer than at present. 
Cowley,* in 1604. says thot the “ Turtle doves were so tame that they would often 
alight upon our hats nnd arras, so as that we could take them alive ; they ant 
fearing man. until such time as some of our company did fire at them, whereby 
they were rendered more shy." Dampiert (in the same year) also says that a 
man in a rooming’s walk might kill six or seven dozen of llicsc birds. At the 
present time, although certainly very lame, they do not alight on people's arms; nor 
do they suffer themselves to he killed in such numbers. It is surprising that the 
change has not been greater ; — for these islands daring the last hundred and fifty 
years, have been fre<iuented by buccaneers and whalers ; and the sailors, 
wandering through the woods in search of tortoises, take delight in knocking 
down the little birds. 

S. Zknaida Bolivians. G. R. Gray. 

ColoiDbi, OoUviaDO, D'Orl. Si Lafr. Mag. da Zool. IBOlt. Oia. p. S3, pi. 75. 

My specimen nos obtained (end of August) at Valparaiso. 

1. COLUUBINA 9TBSPITANS. Sj)tS. 

{AT.pL7J.f. 1.) 

I proenred specimens at Maldonado (where it was not common), on the banks 
of the Plata, and at Bio Negro, in Northern Patagonia. 

2. COLUMBINA TALPACOTl. G. S. Gray. 

Culumba Talpsc^iti, TVtAW. Pig. p. ZX t. 12. 

ColmtitiloA ('labuculo, Av. p). 7Au. f. 1. 

Lt Figtoa coo|,t9trv. N«. 923. 

My specimens were obtained nt Rio de Janeiro. 
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1. Attaqis Falri,andic4. G. R. Gray. 

Trtrart FjdkUn<liflu% SyaL 1 . 

Li Ciillo ii* Wm MalnuiiKB, B’lff. pi. till. 22S. 

CotuTuiz FaftliJidl**, JiWK.Emiy. UstL. Oni. 220. 

Ortyx Kalklaadica, Slii'f’i Zool. xi. 386. 

Tlis bird is not oncoinmon oq the moimtains in the extreme soutliorn parts 
of Tierra del Fucgo. It freiiuents, either in puira or Buiull envoys, the zone of 
alpine plants above the region of forest. It is not very wild, and lies very close 
on the bare ground. 

2. AlTAGia OAYII. £«3i- 
Attagii Qayii. Lm. Cent. Zool. pi 47, p. 163. 

A speciroeo was given me, which was shot on the lofty Cordillera of Coquimbo, 
only a little below the snow-line. At a similar heiglit, on the Andes, behind 
Copiapo, which appear so entirely destitute of vegetation, that any one would have 
thought that no living creature could have found subsistence there, I saw a covey, 
rivo birds rose together, and uttered noisy cries ; they flew like grouse, and were 
very wild. I was told that this species never descends to tho lower Cordillera. 
Tliese two species, in their respective countries, occupy the place of the ptarmigan 
of the northern hemisphere. 

Tmociionus BPMicironus. Eschech. 

Tlimoconi. mraicininis *■*•«•<*• Zool- All. pi. 3. 

This very singular bird, which in its habits and appearance partakes of the 
character both of a wader and one of the gallinaceous order, is found wherever 
there are sterile plains, or open dry pastore land, in southern South America. 
We saw it as far south as the inland plains of Patagonia at Santa Crus, in lot, SO°. 
On the western side of the Cordillera, nenr Concepcion, where the forest land 
cliunges into an open country, I saw this bird, but did not procure a specimen of 
it: from that point throiighoni Chile, as far as Copiapo, it frequents the most 
desolate places, where scarcely another living creature can exist ; it thus ranges 
over at least twenty-tlirce degrees of latitude. It is found either in puirs or in 
small flocks of flve or six; but near the Sierra Ventanal saw as many as thirty and 
forty together. Upon being approached they lie close, and then are very difficult 
to be distinguished from llic ground ; so that they often rise quite unexpectedly. 
When feeding they walk rather slowly, witli ihoir legs wide apart- They dost 
themselves in roads and sandy places. Tliey frequent particular spots, and nay 
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be found there day after day. WIten a pair are together, if one is shot, the otlier 
seldom rises; for these birds, like partridges, only take wiug in a flock. In all 
tlicso respects, iu the muscular gizzard adapted for vegetable fo*l, in the arched 
beak and fleshy nostrils, short legs, and form of foot, the Tbochorus has n close 
affinity willi quails. But directly the bird is seen flying, one’s opinion U changed; 
the long pointed wings, so different from those in the gaHinnceous order, the high 
irrogulnr flight, and plaintive cry uttered at the moment of rising, recall the idea 
of a snipe. Occasionally they soar like partridges when on the wing in a flock- 
The sportsmen of the Beagle unanimously called it the short-billed snipe. To 
this genus, or rather to that of the sandpiper, it approaches, as Mr. Gould informs 
me, in the shnije of its wing, the length of thescapulars, the form of the tail, which 
closely resembles that of Trmg-a ligpoteucoi, and in the general colour of the 
plumage. The male bird, however, lias a black mark on its breast, in the form of 
uyokc. which may be compared to the red horseshoe on the breast of the English 
partridge. Its nest is said to be placed on the borders oflakes. although the bird 
itself is on inhabitant of the parched desert. I was told that the female lays five 
or six white e^, spottml with red. 1 opened the stomachs of many specimens 
at Maldonado, and found only vegetable matter, which consisted of chopped pieces 
of a thick rushy grass, and leaves of some plant, mixed with grains of quartz, 
The contents of the intestine and the dung were of a very bright green colour. 
At auotlier season of the year, and further south, I found the craw of one full of 
small seeds and a single ant. Those which I shot were exceediugly fat, and had 
a strong offensive game odour ; but tlioy are said to he very good eating, when 
cooked. Pointers will stand to them, In Ihc Appendix Mr. Byton has "iven an 
anatomical description of this bird, which partly confiruis that affinity both to the 
Grallatores and Kazores, which is so remarkable in its habits uud externul 
appearance. 



Chionis albs, Font. 

I opened the stomach of a specimen killed at the Fulkland Islands, and found 
in it smull shells, chiefly Pnlellte. pieces of sea-weed, nud several pebbles. The 
contents of the stoinacli and body smell most offensively. Forster remarked this 
circuiustunce; hut since his time, other observers, namely, Anderson, Quoy, 
Geimnrd, anil Lesson (Manuel d'Oniilhologie, tom ii, p. 342) have found that this 
is not always the case, and they slate that they have actually eaten the Chionis. 
1 was not aware of these observatiues, but iiidependeutly was much surprised at 
the extraordinary odour exhaled. We, like other voyagers in the Antarctic seas, 
were struck at the great distance from land, at which this bird is found in the 
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open ocean. Its feet are not webbed, its flight is not like that of other pelagic 
birds, and the contents of its stomach, mid strnctare of legs, show that it is a coast- 
feeder. Does it fret|uent the floating icehen^ of the .Antarctic ocean, on which 
sea-weed and otiicr refuse is sometimes cast 1 

1. Notroba MAJOR, n'agl. 

Ni.cLan iB^jur, Av. p. »p. 4. 

ItDimta nojor, Spit. Ai. pi. aO. 

These birds are pery common on the northern shores of the Piatn. Tlicy do 
not rise in coveys, but generally by pairs. Tliey do not conceal themselves nearly 
so closely as the English partridge, aod hence greet numbers may be seen in 
riding across the open grassy plains. Note, a shrill whistle. It appears a very 
silly bird ; a man on horseback, by riding round and round in a circle, or rather 
in a spire, so as to approach closer each time, may knock, on the bend almost as 
many os be pleases. The more common method is to catch them with a niuniug 
noose, or little lazo, made of the stem of an ostrich's feather, fastened to the end 
of a bug stick.* A boy on a quiet old borse will frequently thus catch thirty 

or forty in a day. The flesh of this bird, wben cooked, is most delicately white, 
but rather tasteless. 

The egg of this species, I believe, closely resembles that of the two following. 



2, Nothura minor, ff ' agl , 

NoHincamioot, tTej,/. Sysl. A». f. «p. *. 
linamofl nlaoi, ‘Spix, Av. Bf. pi. S2. 

I procured a specimen of this bird at Bahiii Blanca, in northern Patagonia, 
where it freijueuted the saod-dunes and the surrounding Sterile plains. Its habits 
appear similar to llioso of the N. major, but it lies closer and does not so readily 
take to the wing. It is tho smallest of the species mentionedin this work, and its 
plumage is less distinctly spotted. The egg of this bird is described below. 
Spix's specimens were obtained at Tijuco in Brazil. Tire figure in his work on the 
Birds of Brazil, differs siightly fnxn mine, in being less marked on the breast. 



Nothura PERinrAMA G-R-Oray. 

Cryptans pcrlicariai, StOjftt, Vdgr] van CbOL 

This species closely resembles, in its genera] appearance and habits, the 




RiiA), Tbif uiij,n« L>f 



cIb ia North AmcruA, (p. asS), it b itAtod that tbe Northern iadinne shoot the varying 
mt to be approoctioU in n straight this, in on onologone mounor, bp walhing ronnd it m n 
the dap ia ths best tuns, wlion the shadow of tbe hunter ia oot rerp bog. 
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N. mnjor, of which probably it is the analogue on the western side of the Cor- 
dillera. It is larger and has a considerably longer beak than tlio N. major ; its 
breast is not spotted, imd its abdomen has a less fulvous tiuge, The N. }ierdica- 
riHi runs on the open ground, generally a pair together, lii the same unconcealed 
manner, os its aitalogue, and does not readily lie close, Flight similar, but on 
rising it utters n sliriller whistle, of a different tone. It does not appear to be 
so easily caught as the Plata species. It is tolerobly nhundant in all parts of Chile, 
as far north as the valley of Guasco ; hut I was ossured, that it has never been 
seeu in the valley of Copiupo, although only seventy miles north of Guasco, and 
of a similor character. Tlie egg is very glossy and of a peculiar colour, which, 
accurdiDg to Werner’s nomenclature, is a palish chocolate red : length in longer 
axis 2-07 of an inch; shorter axis 1-405 of an inch. The egg of the A', minor is 
of a similar colour, but a shade paler, nud rather smaller; its length being 
1-Q15, and its transverse diameter 1-5 of an inch. 

Hhynchoics ai'FeSCEhS. ff’agl. 
lOijiiiiholus ruJMeaa, Wagl. At. S^n. 

RliTDoliotue bAciAUai. At. Bt. pi. VG- 

Cryplutm rufeseran. iicA», Vog. VsB. i. «7. 

My specimens a-ece procured at Maldouado, where it is a much rarer bird 
than the Nolhura tnajor; I met with it also ia the sterile country near Bahia 
Blanca. At Maldonado it frequented swampy thickets on the borders of lakes. 
It lies very close, and is unwilling to rise, but oflen utters, whilst on the ground, 
u very shrill whistle. When on the wing, it flies to a considerabln distuiice. Seve- 
ral are generally found together, but they do not rise at the some instant, like a 
covey of partridges. Flesh, when cooked, perfectly white. Spix's specimens 
were procured in the country between St. Pnul's and Minas Geraes; so that this 
bird, as well as the Kothura mtHor, has a considerable range. 



Obder — CURSOBES. Temvi. 

1. Kkba Auebicaka. Ijalh. 

This bird is well known to abound on the plains of La Plata. To the north it 
is found, accordinit to Aiara, in Pamguay, where, however, it is not common ; to the 
south its limit appears to be from 42" to 43°. It bas not crossed the Cordillera; but 
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1 have seen it wilhin the first range of moontnins or the Uapallata plain, elevated 
between six and Beven thousand feet. The ordinary habits of the ostrich are weil 
known. They feed on vegetable natter, such as roots and grass; but at Bahia 
Blanca, I have repeatedly seen three or four come down at low water to the 
extensive mud-bauks which are then dry, for the sake, as the Gauehos say, of 
catebiog small fish. Allliough tho ostrich in its habits is so shy, wary, and 
solitary, and alihougb so licet in iw pace, it falls a prey, witiiout much diificulty. 
to the Indian or Gnuclio armed with the bolus. Wlien several horsemen appear 
in a semicircle, it becomes confounded, and does not know which way to escape. 
Tlicy generally prefer rennilig ugainst the wind; yet at tlie first start they expand 
their winga, and like a vesae! make all sail. On one floe hot day I saw several 
ostriches enter a bed of Uill ruslies, where they squatted concealed, till quite 
closely approached. It is not generally known tlint ostricLcs readily take to the 
water. Mr. King informs me that in Patagonia, at the Bay of San Bias and at 
Port Valdes, he saw these birds swimming several times from island to island. 
They ran into the water, both when driven down to a point, and likewise of their 
own accord, when not friglilened : the distance crossed was about 200 yards. 
When swimming, very little of their bodies appear above water, and llteir necks 
are extended a little forward : their progres-s is slow. On two occasions, I saw 
some ostriches swimming across the Santa Crus river, where it was about four 
hundred yards wide, and the stream rapid. Captain Sturt,* wlien descending the 
Murrumbidgec, in Australia, saw two emus In the act of swimming. 

Tho inhabitants who live in the country readily distinguish, even at a distance, 
tho male bird from the female. The former is larger and darker coloured,! and 
has a larger head. The ostrich, I believe the cock, emits a singular, deep-toiied. 
hissing note. When first I beard it, standing in the midst of some santl-hillocks, 
I thought it was mude by some wild beast, for it is a sound that ooe cunnot tell 
wlieiico it comes, or from how fat distant. When wo were at Bahia Blanca in the 
months of September and October, tho eggs were found, in extraordinary num- 
bers, all over the coontty. They either lie scattered single, in wliich case they 
are never hutched, and are called by the Spaniards, hucebos, or they are collected 
together into a shallow excavation, which forms tlie nest. Out of the four nests 
which I saw, three contained twenty-two eggs enc.li, and the fourth twenty-seven. 
In one day's liuutiiig on boi’scback sixty-four eggs were found ; forty-four of these 
were in two nosts, and the remaining twenty scattered huachos. Tl)e Gauehos 
unanimously affirm, and there U no reason to doubt their statemeut, that the mule 

• Sturt'B Tttvuk, vuL u. p. 7i. 
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bird alone batches the egi^, and for some time aflerwards acrouponica the young. 
Tlie cock when on the nest lies very close 5 I have myself almost ridden over 
one. It is asserted that nt such times they are occasionally fierce, and even 
dangerous, and that they have been known to attack a man on horseback, trying 
to kick and leap on him. My informer pointed out to me an old man. whom be 
had seen much terrified by one chasing him. I observe, in Burdiell's Travels in 
Soiilli Africa, that he remarks, “ having killed a male ostrich, and the featheia 
being dirty, it was said by the Hotteiitois to be a neat bird.” I understand that 
the male emu, in the Zoological Gardens, takes care of the nest: Ibis habit there- 
fore is common to tlie family.* 

The Gauchos unanimously affirm that several females lay in one nest. 1 have 
been jMsitivcIy told, that four or five hen birds have been actually watched and 
seen to go, in the middle of the day, one after the other, to the same nest. I may 
add, also, that it is believed in Africa, that two or more females lay in one nest.f 
Althoogh this liabit at first appears very strange, 1 think the cause may be 
explained in 11 simple manner. The number of eggs in the nest varies from 
twenty to forty, and even to fifty ; and according to Aaara to seventy or eighty. 
Now althoogh it is most probable, from the number of eggs found in oua diatrict 
being so extraordinarily great, in proportion to that of the parent birds, and like- 
wise from the state of tlic ovarium of the hen, that she may in the course of the 
season lay a large number, yet the time lo^tiired must be very long, Azara 
states, j' that a female in a state of domestication laid seventeen eggs, each at the 
interval of three days one from anolber. If the ben were obliged to hatch her 
own ^ga, before the lust was laid, ibe first probably would be addled; but if 
each laid a few eggs at successive periods, in difiercul nests, and several 
hens, 05 is atolcd to be tho cose, combined togethor, then the eggs In one 
collection would he nearly of the same age. If the mimber of eggs in one of 
these nests is, as 1 believe, not greater on an average than the nomber laid by one 
female in the season, llien there must be as many nests as females, and each cock 
bird will have its fair share of the labour of incubation ; and this during n period 
when the femnics probably could not sit, on account of not having finished 
laying,^ I have before meulioned tlie great numbers of huachos, or scalterod 
* It ippoars, st«, hum Mr, Gonli'e lata iDoat iniartaUng fiaaovariaa rr^ardbiy Uw lioUlta oT tba Tul^ffoita 
AalAuni, (on Auatroliaa bird, oaa at tba Rasorea,) Cbat laveral famolaH U7 ia ooB imt, and that tlia egga ara 
liataLod by the boat on;;eudotad by a maw of decaying vegetable matter. It appeare tbat Cbe raalca UBat the 
Fstnalaa ia aenlching together tba kavea and earth, of wltich tbo great coakaJ monad ar amt la compoeod, 

are laid, and that tlieyaftarworda caaliane laying. He aArma that hy day the Itesa take turai ia dtUng, but 
that the aaek mta all aight. 
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eggs ; BO that in one day's hunting ilic third part found were in this slate, 
It appears odd that so many should he wasted. Docs it not arise from some 
diffieully in Bereval females associating together, and in finding a male ready to 
undertake the office of incubation ? It is evident that there must at first be some 
degree of aasocialion, between at least two females ; otlicrwise llic eggs would 
remain scattered at distances far too great to iillow of the male collecting them 
into one neat. Some authors believe that tlic scattered eggs are depositetl for the 
young birds to feed ou. This nan hardly be tlie case in America, because the 
boaclios. although often found addled and putrid, are genorally whole. 

3. Ruea Darwikii. GohUI. 

PuTi XLTII, 

lo Pmotedings ot Zuolt^cal Son. 1897, p. 3i, 

R.paTUde fusea, pittmd lingtiU distintta semiluuari nuU eandidi terminata; capile 
cello, fmaribrntiue pallidioribn$ : roUH a«g^ti, culapkem laliort, froota 

plvmis parsis setoais amici diVectij et aupia Hares exlmsis ; torsi laleribus in 
dimidiam partem jilumis pants noililius tectis ; torso 4 amice jxiaticeque tote, 
syaaitiis reficalafu teefo. 

The whole of the plumage light brown, each feather with a decided crescent- 
shaped mark of pure white at tlie extremity; head, neck, and thighs lighter; 
base of the neck bUickiBh; culmen of the bill narrow, becoming a little 
brooder towards apex ; front with small bristly featlicrs, pointing forwards 
and reaching over the nostrils. Tarsus with small downy feathers on sides, 
extending half way downwards; upper two-thirds of front of tarsus, and 
whole hinder side, with reticulated scales. 

Habitat, Eastern Patagonia (Imt. 40® S. to 54° S.) 

This species, which Mr. Gould, in briefly cbaructerizing it at a meeting of 
the Zoological Society, has done me the honour of calliug after my name, dilTers 
in many respects from tho Rltca Americano. It is smaller, and the general tinge 
ofthoplumagD IS alight brown in pliice of grey ; each feather being coospicuonsly 
tipped with white. The bill is considerably smaller, and especially less broad at 
its base ; the enlmeti is leas thnn hulf as wide, and becomes slightly broader 
towards the apex, whereas in the R. Americoma it becomes slightly narrower; the 
extremity, liowever, of both tlie upper and tlie lower mandible, is mure tumid in 
tlie latter, than in the R. Darwinii. 
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Lcn^bU ofbcsk, hon otniviukruie at l)sn M3 t3ie ftpex . . . S 3| 

LeuglL^ Irotn anterinr iTiai^ of ^ tn apes . . . . . . 3:^ 5^ 

The Bkin round and in front of the eyes is less bare in R. Durwiniii and 
small bristly fcatlicrs. directed fora ards. reach over the noslrils. The feet and 
tarsi are nearly of the same size in the two sfiecies. In the li. iloricinii, short 
plumose feathors extend dowiiwnrds in a point on the sides of the tarsus, for about 
half its length. The upper two-thirds of Uic tarsus, in front, is covered with 
reticulated scales in place of the broad transverse band-like scales of the R.ylmeri- 
rana s and the scales of tlie lower third are not so large as in the latter. In the 
li. 2>«!rK'in«' the entire length of the hack of the tarsus is covered with reticulated 
scales, which iiicreasB in size from the heel upwards ; in the common Rkai, the 
scales on the hinder side of the tarsus are reticulated only on the heel, and about 
an inch above it; all the upper part consisting of transverse bands, similar to 
those in front. 

The first notice I received of this species was at the Rio Negro, in Northern 
Fatagoiiia. where I repeatedly heard the Gauchos talking of a very rare bird, 
called AealrHi Vetke. They described it as being less than the common ostrich 
(which is there abundant), but willi a very close general resemblance. They 
said its colour was dark and mottled, and that its legs were shorter, and fenlhered 
lower down than those of the common ostrich. It is more easily caught by the 
bolus than the other species, The few inhabitants who had seen both kinds, 
affirnioil that they could distinguish them upurt, from a long distance. The eggs, 
however, of the small species appeared more generally known, uud it was 
leiiiarked with surprise, tliat they were very little less than those of tlio common 
Jikea, but of n slightly difTerent form, and with a tinge of pale blue. Some tgga 
which I picked up on the plains of Patagonia, agree pretty well with this descrip- 
tion ; mid I do not doubt are those of the Polise. This species occurs most rarely 
ill the neighbourhood of the Rio Negro; but about a degree and a half further 
soutli they are tolerably abundant. One Gauclio, however, told me he distinctly 
rccoUecte.1 having seen one, many years before, near the mouth of the Rio 
Colorado, which is north of the Rio Negro. They are said to prefer the plains 
near thu sea. Wlien at Port Desire in Patagonia (Lat. 48'’). Mr. Martens shot an 
ostrich ; 1 looked at it. and from roost unfortunately forgetting at the moment, 
the whole subject of the Petises, thougbl it was a two-third grown one of the 
common sort. The binl was skinned and cooked before iny memory returned. 
But the head, neck, legs, wings, many of the larger feathers, and a large part of 
the skin, had been preserved- From these a very nearly iierfect specimen has 
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been put togetliet, and is now exhibited in the museum of the Zoological 
Society. M. A. D’Orbigny, a distinguished French naturalist, when at the Rio 
Negro, made great exertions to |>tocure lids bird, but had not the good fortune to 
guccecd. He mentions it in bis Travels (vol. ii. p. 7il.) and proposes (m case, I 
presume, of his obtaining a specimen at some future time, and thus being able to 
c^haracterize it,) to call it Rhea pesKaUi. A notice of this species was given long 
since (A.D. IT49) by Uobrizliofler. in bis account of the Abiponcs (vol. i. Eng. 
Trans p. 3U\ He says. *' You must know, moreover, that Emus dift'er in size 
and liabits in different tmeU of land; for those that inhabit the plains of Bueuos 
Ayres and Tucuman are larger, and have black, white, and grey fcotliers ; those 
near to the Strait of Magellan are smaller, and mote beautiful, for their while 
feathers nro tipped willi black at the extremity, and their black ones m like 
manner terminate in while." 

Among the Patagonian Indians in the Strait of Magellan, we found a half- 
bred Indian, wlio had lived some years with thU tribe, but had been born in tile 
northern provinces. I asked him if be had ever heard of the Ave.struz Pelise ? He 
answered by saying, "'Why there are noue otlrars in these southern countries." 
He informed me that the number of eggs in the nest of the Petise is considerably 
less than with the other kind, namely, not more than fifteen on an avert^c ; but 
he asserted tliat taore than one female deposited them. At Santa Cruz we saw 
several of tliese birds. They were excessively wary ; I think they could see a 
person approaching, when he was so for off as not to distinguish the ostrich. In 
ascending the river few were aeon ; but in our quiet and rapid descent, many, in 
pairs and by fours or fives, were observed. It was remarked by some of the 
officers, and I think with truth, that this bird did not expand its wings, when first 
Blarling at full speed, after the manner of the northern kind. The fact of theso 
ostriches swimming across the river has been mentioned. In conclusiou, I may 
repeat that the It. AauricaMt iiihalrils the eastern pluitis of S. America as far as 
a little south of the Rio Negro, iu lal. 41”, and tliut the R. Diirwinii takes its 
place in Soutliern Patagonia ; the part about the Bio Negro being neutral territory. 
Wallis saw ostricLes at Bachelor's river (lat 53’ 54'). in the Strait of Magellan, 
which must he the extreme southern possible range of lUc Potiso. 

OnDZB — GRALLATORES, 

OrEOPHILUS TOTAMKOSTB18. Jard.^' Mb. 

Onopbiluj totimirnstrb, -rant. 4 iWb. niuait. of Onl. ifi. pi. 151, 

My specimens were obtained nt Maldonado and at Valparaiso. At the 
former, it was coraiiion, feeding on the open grassy plains in small flocks, 
mingled with tlie icteri and the thrash-like Xolmis mriegala. When these birds 
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rise ou the wing, they utter a pluintivo cry, Legs " crimson red toea leadcu 
coloiir, with their under surface remarkably soft and fleshy. Iris dark brown. 

CHJEADRttlS VIIIGININUS. Surkh. 

Clwndriill rirgiMnm, Durkk. Aot. AsxL €»!. I«ip, Cir. N»t- Cur. lS3*.ivi, pU IS. 
Ch&radrnit insuruntus. 

This representative of the golden plover of Europe and North America, is 
common on tho banks of tlie Plata in large and small flocks. It is found also, 
according to Meyer, in Chile. 

1. SaOATAROLA CIFCTA. Jard. ^ StV^. 

oinclQB, Xwr, Toy, U Coqu, Eail, p, 7SS, pL slilj. 

SquAUroU eiuEta, JarJ. ^ &4by'i HlasU Oni. pi. 110. 

CkarodriuB rnbecolA, Fiy, Joiun. ir. p. 9S. 

I obtained specimens of this bird in Tiorra del Fiiego, where it inhabited 
both the sea shore and the bare stony summits of the inountoins j at the Fulkland 
Islands, where it frequented the upland marshes ; and at Chiloe, whore I met 
with large flocks in tlie fields, not near the coast, 

2. SaVATAEOLA Fl'SCA. Gould. 

S. vcrtice corportgue tupra /uscu, dorei paraplericpia plumis jmllidwre viargmotisi 
ron^-jitu jfriumnis nigresecnli fuscis, pogoniU ixltntis albo angviti murgimlii 
rhachihus albU ; vropggiu raiidaipte obscui-i /uscu, remi^ibiu exlernis albo lati mar- 
ginati$ et /ei-miualis ; fronle, geuis, guU, ahlomine poslico, caudttque teginiiiilms 
««/irton'iitt /acesceuli albis, colli pactarisque laUrilnu /nscis, colli plumis fusco 
pallido terminalis ; pedibus nigris. 

Long. tot. I urn. oto, Sji MwA.. 3; tojvi, 1* jrwOv. J. 

Crown of the head, all the upper surface brown, the feathers of the buck und the 
scnpulurics, margined with paler; primaries blackish brown, finely edged on 
tbeir inner uinrgitis with wliite, and with white shul'ts ; rump and tail dark 
brown, the outer feathers largely margined and tipped with white ; forehead 
and sides of the face sandy while; throat, lower pun of the abdomen, nod 
under tail coverts, huffy white ; sides of the neck and chest l>ruwn ; the 
feathers of the latter tipped with still lighter brown ; bill and feet black. 
Habitat, Maldonado ; inland glossy plnins. 

This species is most closely allied W the foregoing. I obtained only one 
specimen, wiiicli, on compurison with several of the S. cisteta, appears a little larger 
in nil ita dimensions, especially iu the length of the tarsi. Its back and scapn- 
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laricB nre of a more uniform brown, the feathers being less edged with pale brown. 
Its feet nre black, whereas those oi' S. ciitr.fa are brown. 

PuiLOMAtiii's Cayasus. G. Jt. Grog. 

CLiamdriuB Caysnus, Lodi. led. Om. 11. 71S. 

I met with this bini from latitude 30” to 45' S. on both sides of S. America. 
In La Plata it is called “ Teru-lero,” in imitation of its cry ; and in Chile, according 
to Molina, “Theghel.” These birds, which in many respects resemble inlinbitaour 
peewits ('KaKc//u.< crMtatur), frequent, gensmlly in pairs, open grassy land, and 
especially the neighbourhood of lakes. As the peewit takes its name from the 
sound of its voice, so does the teru-tero. Wiiile riding over the grassy plains, 
one is constantly pursued by these birds, which appear to bate mankind, niid I 
um sure, deserve to be hated, for their nercr-ccaslng, unvaried, harsh screams, 
The stillness of the night is often disturbed by them. To llic sportsman they ore 
most annoying, by announcing to every other bird and animal his approach : to 
the traveller in the country, they may possibly, as Molina says, do good, by 
warning him of tlie miduiglit robber. During the breeding season, they attempt, 
like our peewits, by feigning to be wounded, to draw away from their nests dogs 
and other enemies. Tbclr eggs are of a pointed oval form ; of a brownish olive 
colour, tllickly spotted with dark bruwu. Their eggs, like those of llie peewit, 
are esteemed particularly good eating. 

1, Hiaticula Azass, G. 11 . Grat). 

CbAmdriuA .tesm, Tfmm. pi. col. ISA. 

coUtuis, Unit. 

My specimens were obtained on tbe bonks of the Plata and at Valparaiso. 
The specimen from the latter country differs from those procured at the former, 
iti the absence of the black collar on the breast, of tlu: black streak ruuiiiiig from 
the eye to the coruer of the mouth; in the plumage of ilia back and back of head 
having a lesser tinge of red ; aud especially in the feet being black, aud tarsi 
blackish, instead of both beiug oronge. as is the case with those killed on Che 
shores of the Plata. I have not, however, thought it desirablo to moke two 
species of these birds, not having a larger series of specimens for comparison. 

2. Hiaticula trifabciatub. G. R. Grag. 

trifiMkllu, WogL aysU Av, »p. 31, 

I procured two specimens of this bird at Bahia Blanca, in Northern 
Patagonia. 
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3. HuTICULA SEMtPALMATA. (?. R, Gnff. 

ChArulrtiu KixiiiialmatuB, liii. Ifi25, p. 1375, t. 11. Wagl. Bpsi. At. sp.23. 

Bon^p, Am, Om. ir. pL Sfi, t 4. 

Galapagos Archipelago. 

Ha;matopi8 palliatus. Temm . 

Rio Plata. 

Eohetta leocb. Bonap. 

Ardoi EpietM, HT/i. Am. Ore. pt. 61, f. 4. 

My specimen was procured at Maldonado. I saw it also in Patagonia. 

AbDEA tlEBODlAS. Limt. 

Galapagos Archipelago. Frequents (be sea-coast and salt-logoons, There 
are no fresh water pools in any of these islands. 

1. NyCTICOBAX VIOLACEUS. BoHap. 

, Ax^M ciJluceplialA, Wtjpt, Spat. Av. 

Mr. G. R. Gray has thouglit it advisable to give the following description of 
this specimen, from the Gallapagos Archipelago. It appears to be a young bird, 
and is small in all its dimensions. 

Upper part blackish-grey ; each feather marked down tbe middle with a broad 
stripe of black, and tinged on tbe matins with shining bronze-brown ; 
beneath the body blueish-grey, with tbe front of the neck, top of tbe head, 
and margins of the feathers on the thighs rufous ; (he sides of the head and 
thrnut deep black, the former divided in the middle on each side with a patch 
of white ; the bill black, and feel of a pale reddish colonr. 

2. Nycticobax americanus, Sonop, 

AtOM nycticorei, Wii*. (ponug Urd.) 

Valparaiso, Chile. 

TnEBisTicrs melavops. Wagl. 

Ibis molumrv, LfuK. HliA ix. id. ISO. 

This bird frequents tbe desert gravelly plains of Patagonia, as far south as 
lat. 48° : in the British Museum there are specimens which Captain Clapperlon 
brought from central Africa ; so that this bird has an extraordinarily wide range. 
It generally lives in pairs, but during part of the year in small flacks. Its cry 
is very singular and loud : when it is heard at a distance it closely resembles tbe 
neighing of the guanaco. 1 opened tbe stomach of two specimens, and found in 
them remains of lizards, cicada, and scorpions. It builds in rooky cliffs on the 
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8ea-8tiore ; egg dirty white, freckled with pale reddish-brown ; ite circnmference 
over longer axis is seven inches. The legs are carmine and scarlet-red : iris 
scarlet-red. 



Ibis (falcinellvs) Osoi. Bumip. 

Tuituliu HnuMiin, <M. Jittini. A(!ad. Phil. 

Tuitolus cluJcoptrnia ? Trmw- 
Ibii FsIctiicUqs, a«mii,. Aui. Un. ui. 

My specimen was obtained at the Rio Negro : it is very numerous in large 
flocks on the vast swampy pialos between Bahia Blanca and Buenos Ayres. Its 
flight when soaring is singularly graceful; the whole flock moving in precise 



I. XuMENius niDSONiCcs. Lath. 

This curlew is very abundant on the tidal mod-banks of Chiloe. Wlien tlie 
flock rises, each bird utters a shrill note. 

3. NvMENIL'S BBEVIROSTBIS. BicAl. 

Buenos Ayres, 

Limosa HcnsoNlCA. Sutiiiis. 

Bcolfijux HG^Bonjct, Xdfat. Ind. Orr. ii. 7S0. 

My specimens were obtained from the Fnlklanil Islands and from Chiloe, 
wlicru it fiequented tlie tidal mnd-tinnks in flecks. 



1. Totanos fi.avipeb. Vieill. 




Monte Video, Rio Plata. 



3 . ToTAM-S MACBOrTEHUS. 
Tiinss nweraptrn, Xfa. Ar. r. sj 
Moiitc Video, Hio Ilata. 



G. R. Grog. 

pL 98. 
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i. Totasus melanolevcos. Lickl. et yieill. 



SculrpAX irujlanDlnok, 

Sooliipu vodfanu, WHa. An. Om. pi. 9H,f. 6. 




Wlute>nuo])«] iiuifw, LutA. 



Malilunado, Rio Plata. 



4. ToTANUS FVL1GIN08VB. Gould. 



T. corjtoTt aupra caudiqitt J'utigiHoso-griseis \ alis fuseU; guttare alho; fieclore 
Iq/pitclioKdriiiqHe plumbeo-griHia ; ubdomint medio, cauda inferioribtus 

tUbia, Util obscufe, hie ptaM griiescatti Jhsco fuacialii; roalri mbescenti fincoi 
jtettii/Ki obicio'i oliva£eo ^iucu. 

L»g. Urt. ODC. ri^. a| i Muds, 3 ; tern, 1 1 ; rMri, 

Tlic wliolc of the upper surface aud toil sooty-grey ; wiags dull brown ; tlirost 
white ; chest aud flanks leaden grey ; centre of the nlidniucn and under 
tail coverts while, the former indistinctly, anti (he latter distinctly, barred 
with greyish brown; bill, reddish-brown; feet, dark olive-brown. 

Uukilat, Galapagos Archipelago {Ocluher). 

This species u[>pcur quite distiuct from auy doscribetl one. 



My epecimens were obtained from the provinces bordering (he Plats. Ou 
the great swampy plains and fens which lie between Buenos Ayres and Bnliiii 
Blanca, it is very uutucruus in small, utid uceasiooally, iu large flocks. This 
plover, which appears os if mounted on stilts, has been wrongfully accused of 
ineleguuce; wlieu wadiug about in shallow water, which is its favourite resort, its 
gait is far from awkward. In a flock it utters a noise, which singularly resem- 
bles the cry of a pack of small dogs in full chase : when 1 travelled across the 
above mentioned plaios, I was mote tlmo once startled, when lying awake at 
night, at the distant sound, and thought the wild Indians were coming- 



Himastopcs sigbicih-lis. Vieitt. 








Tiu-noa 



RUFESCENS. YiciU. 



Tring* rofrweui, n«K., N- l>i«. il'HW. Nnt. 3«. ] 



OvuU ; BiHft of Ihiropr, pi. 



iMonte Video, Rio Plata. 
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I. Pelidsa Schinzii. Bomi/}. 

Flocks of Ibis species were common on tlic shores of the inland bays in the 
southern parts of Tierra del Fuego. 

2. PcLIDKA MINKTILLA. Guuld. 

Trings QiiDutilk, Enc^. Mecb. 10S9, 

Gaiapagos Archipelago. Both the speciinccs which I procured here are 
smaller than the ordinary sUe of this bird, but do not differ in other respects, 
Vieillot says it ranges from the Antilles to Canada. 

Rhyuchia SE.\ncoLi.ARis. O. R. (Jrny. 

Tebiii! scmicnlliris. n«71., EBn.Mctli. p. IHH>. 

Rliyiulian HilAirtA, /.m. [□. dc Zuul. pi. 18 . 

Monte Video, Rio Plata. Frequents swamps ; habits like the Scolopax 
Gallinago. 

1. ScoLOPAx (Telmatias) Pabaguai.u. ViciU. 

Scr.InpAx rAngni, VfvQ. Encf. Vatli. p, lUfO. 

hiMlRnirij AVrnat. bor. Am. Blrh, p, 400. 
lit Eqiun, Aaara. 

Valparaiso and Maldonado, Rio Plata. 

2. ScoLopAx (Telmetias) Maoellanicus. King. 

SculojAS MAgeDuiiuuji, ZuqI. Joum. 

My specimens were obtained from Maldonado and East Falkland Island. 
Flight a very little less irregular and rapid than the English snipe. 1 several 
times in May observed this, as well as tlie foregoing species, flying in lofty circles, 
and suddenly stooping downwards, at tile same lime that it uttered a peculiar 
drumming noise, similar to that made by the Engiisli snipe in summer, when 
breeiling. Tliis siwcies is most closely allied to the foregoing, but I have no 
doubt it is distinct ; because at the lime wlion I procured specimens of both at 
Maldonado. I perceived a difference between lliem. This species is there more 
abundant than the S. Paruguaia. Its beak is nearly thrcc-tentlis of an inch 
shorter, and tile culmen rutiicr broader. The plumage of its back is of a decidedly 
lets dark tint; each separate fcatlier having roueli less black in it. 
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I obtained speeiiueiia £rom Iquiqxie, o 
Galapngos Arcbipelago. 



t of Peru, and from Ibc 



Cbcx I.ATEBAL1S. XirAf. 

Cm latcr^liB,/,rrAr., GaL p. 

— On/- An. Bug. Avm. 

Maldonado, Dio Plata. On being disturbed readily takes wing. Base of 

the bill, especially of the lower mandible, bright green. 

I. Zapornia motata, Gould. 

Pr,»ri! XLVrn. 

Z. rorpore toto tupra nigmmuti-fu$co, phnnA ninguU medio alhu-gullata et rdivucai- 
J'u$co laU margiHatd ; rtmigibus fascia, mentn alho, eorpore infra fnsceseeiUi-Migro, 
gatlnre pcciorajue albo-alrtalis ; abdomne legminilmsque cauda inferioribus atbo 
iiregalarili’r Iranaversi sirigalo; rosiro obseure comeo; pedibus o/ioarra-i'c>>V/i6iu. 

lAJUg, Id. Si HDD, i urai, J; rarfri. J. 

The whole of the upper surface blackish browu, each feather spotted with white 
down tlie centre, and largely margined witli olive brown ; quills plain brown 4 
cbin white; iJie remainder of the under eiirface brownish black, striateil with 
white on the throat and chest, and crossed by irregular bars of the same on 
the abilomen and under tail coverts ; bill dark bom colour ; feet olive green. 

Habitat, Rio Plata. (Shot on board the Beagle.) 

2. Zapobjiia spilosota. Gould. 

PtATB XLIX. 

Z. eapile coTporeque infra, mgreactHti-griseia ; corpora aupra obae%m riirafuaco, 
arajH/gio obacu-ri griaeaentti-nipo ; alia hypochandriit postice. Icgminibnaijae cauda 
i4«j ajbo pareiter aparsis; roairo nigroftuoo; paUbua raieacenliias; iridibas 

I.oni. tot. ij nsc. ; sto, SJ ; x¥<tr, 1 ; lorn, J ! rfulW, J. 

Head and all the under surface blackish grey; all the upper surface dnrk reddish 
brown, fading off on the rump into deep greyish black ; tlie wings, hinder 
part of Ibc finnks, niid under tail coverts slightly sprinkled with while ; bill, 
bluckisb brown ; fet-i, riMldisb ; iris, bright scarlet. 

Habitot, Gulapagos Axcliipelugo. 
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This biTd freqiicula in large numbers the high and damp siunauls of the 
islands. It liTes in the thick beds of carex and other plants, which, from the 
condensed vnpoiir of the clouds, nre constantly kept ratlier humid. It is tame, 
but liTes concealed ; it often uttors a loild and peculiar cry. The female is snid to 
lay from eight to twelre eggs. It is, I believe, tlio only bird in this archipelago 
wliicli is exclnsiTely coiifloed to the upper parts of the islands. With respect to 
the specific description. I must observe, Uiat in one of the speriraens. the few and 
small white spots on the wings and ahdomcii are wanting. This is not u sexual 
distinction, biit possibly may bo owing to imninturity. 

1. Rallus PhiLUPiiNsis. Linn. 

Common on the low coral Ulets, forming the Keeling or Cocos Atoll in the 
Indian ocean. With the exception of a snipe, this was the only bird without web- 
feet which inhabited this group. 

2. KaLLUS Vl'ECABA. ViiUl. 

Buenos Ayres. 



3 . RaLLUS SANOUINOLENTI'S. SlCtun$. 



Valparaiso. 

GALUauLA CIUSSmOSTRIS. J.E.Gto^. 

(IiIliAuk oMinistm. ,r.£. Gray, is Gris'. All, Kiigd, 

I obtained specimens oo the banka of the Plata and at Valparaiso. 



Ft'LiCA OAUiATA. G. R. Gray. 
Ornic galoitA. LieAt, CaK. SO. sp. StQ. 



PonPHTRio SIMPLEX, Gosld. 

P. verticc, remigHmt primoriii obsenri oiivaceo-viridibns, harum apicibus jiaveaecnti 
allm ojigusie marginatisi corpore mpra obxtat oliraeto-viridi, plumd tinguld 
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vbKHri/iJvo lata mnTgiuatdi gmit ffuttHie, corporaiHe infra jlavtsecntiUts ; rmtn, 
rulro; ficdibva tiridgseenli-fiacU. 
r-ong. luv S DJIC, latonHi <«**, 8*; Ij ; «Kr*. J, 

Habi«at, Ascensioo Islsud, Atlnotic Ocean, 

This specimen wtis killed with a stick near tlie summit of thclBlaml. It 
wiis oTidently a Mms?gler, wliich had not long arrived. There is no aboriginal 
land bird at Ascension. 



Obdeb— PALMIPEDES. 

Ansek hei.anoptebl’8. Eytoa . 

Anser raeloauptorQi, Kfttan, Honng. Atwtfclai, p. S3. 

Captain FitzRoy purcbased a skin of this fine goose at Valparaiso, which he 
has presented to iht Rrilisli Museum. There is anotlier specimen at the Zoologi- 
cal Society, wliich Mr. Pentland procured from the lake of Titicaca, in Bolivia. 

Chloephaoa Maoellakica. Eyton. 

CliUvpIags Msgellauica, .£ytm,UoDug. Anatklm, p. R8, 

IWmiaU 1sTicopt«Ta, X«m, Tout dYtmitb. CS7. 

This gooBo is found in Tierra del Fuogo, ami at the Falkland Islands ; at the 
latter it is common. They live in pairs and in small flocks throughout the interior 
of the island, l>eing rarely or never found on the scn-const, and seldom even near 
fresh-water lakes. 1 believe this bird does not migrate from the Falklaud Islands ; 
it builds on ibe small outlying islets. This latter circumstance is sujiposed to be 
owing to the fear of tlie foxes ; and it is perhaps from Ibe same cause, that 
idlhoogh very tame by day, they are much the contrary in the dusk of the 
evening. Tliese geese live entirely on vegetable matter ; they are called by the 
seamen, the “upland geese." Mr. Eytoo, in his excellent Monograph on the 
Anatidap. has described the trachea of this bird, which 1 brought home in spirits. 

Debmcla aktabctica. Supk. 







This goose is common in Tierra del Fupgo, the Falkland Islands, and on the 
western const, ns fur nordi as Chiloc. It is culled by the sailors the “ rock goose,'' 
IIS it lives exclusively on the rocky parts of the sea-coast. In the deep and retired 
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channels of Ticrra del Fuego, the snow-white male, invariably accompanied by 
his darker consort, and standing close by each other on aoinc diaUiiit rocky point, 
is a common feature in the landscape. Mr. Eyton has described the treachea of 
this species, which 1 brought home. 

P.CCILOMITA BaHAMENIIIS, EglOH. 

PsdJnQitUk BAh«niFii^ Hunog. p. 110. 

A specimen was procured from a small salt-water lagoon iu the Galapagos 
Archipelago ffJetoier.) 

It was a male ; bill, lead colour ; hose of superior mandible puqilu, with a black 
mark in the upper part. 



B.vfila urophasunus, Egton. 

Baliia Blanca, Northern Patagonia. 

Rhvnchaspis uacdlatos. Oo%id. 

Rliytioliupi^ rnumktn^ G<mU. in Jsni. & Sdliy DIun. Oni. ^ UT. |>1. U7. 

Mr, Gould observes that, '■ A good figure of this beautiful shoveller may be 
found in the 3rd vol. of Messrs. Jardine and Selby's Illustiatious of Ornithology. 
Their figure was token from ao example w hich 1 forwarded to those gentlemen 
with the name oSmuevlala attached: my specituen was received from tlie Rio Plain, 
and tliis is also the locality whence (in October) Mr. Darwin's specimen was 
pniciircd. The uumcraus and conspicuous spots distributed over the liody, 
tenders this species readily distinguishable from all the other members of the 

1. QuERQUEmiLA SBTTHROnHTSCHA. Eyinu. 
tjncrqnedulii rrjthrorhyticliA, Uimng. AnstidA, p. 1S7< 

Auoe uryiUrurkyucUiL, Av.Sirv.8p.pl. 

My specimens were obtained from Buenos Ayres {October) and the Straits 
of Magellan (/•VAmiry,) 

‘i. QUEROU&DVI.A CRECCO'lDEi. Eglon. 

QsarquvdiiU creovriHln, Ejflm, >Tnnog, Amddc.p, 12s, 

Mr. Gonld observes that, “This species was first described by Mr. Vigors, 
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from a specimen in tlie collection lironglit from tlic Straits of Magellan, by Capt, 
P- P. King. It is a true teal, and in size niid form closely aasimilales to tlie 
common teal of Europe, and to the species inhabiting North America 
Cnrtilinensia, Bonap.) to both of which it is oTidciitly iiu analogue, and doubt- 
less represents lliosc liirds in the socithern lialf of the American continent." 
My specimens were procured from the Rio Plata, and from the Straits of 
Magellan. 



Micnoi'icnus BRAcaYPTEnis. Ei/lon. 

Micraptaidfl braclirptenu, Sy/on, Amt. p. Iti. 

These great logger-headeil docks, which someliines weigh as much as twenty- 
two pounds, were called by the old navigators, from their uxtraordinaiy manner 
of puddling and splashing over the water, race-horses, but now much more 
properly steamers. Their wings are too small aud weak to ullow of flight, hut by 
their aid, partly swimming and partly flapping the surface of the water, they move 
very i|iiickly. The iiianner is something like that by which the common house 
dark escapes, when jiursued by a dog ; but I nni nearly sure that the steamer 
moves its wings alternately, instead of, as in otlicr birds, botli togetber. These 
clumsy biida make such a noise and splashing, that the effect is most curious. 
Tim steamer is able to dive but every short distance. It feeds entirely on shell- 
fish TmiTi the flouting kelp and tidal rocks ; hence the beak and head are sur- 
prisingly heavy and strong, for the purpose of breaking tlicm. So strong is the 
head, that 1 have sometimes scarcely been able tu fracture it with my geological 
hanitnor; and all our sportsmen soon discovered how tenacious lliese hinis were 
of Ute. Wlien plumiug themselves in the evening in a Sock they make an odd 
mixture of sounds, somewhat like bull-frogs within the tropics. 

I. PoDICEPS KALIPAREUS. Qiuii/ ^ Gaim. 

My specimens were cbtaiiicd from Babia Blanca (September), Korlliern 
Putngcinin, and the Falkland Islands. In tlic former place it lived in siimll Hocks 
in the sull-wnler cliaimels, extending between the great umrelies ot tlio bead of 
the harbour. At the Falkland Islands I saw (March) very few individuals ; nud 
these only in one small fresli-water lake. Tarsi of the same colour as tlie plumage 
of the back; iris of a beautiful tint, between ''scarlet and carmine red:" pupil 
black. Mr. Gould rvmnrks limt, •' This hcantifiil species of Pvdirepi is equal in 
size. Mild Ims niuliy of llie cburuclers of the P.aiu ilns, hut is at once distinguished 
from tbut .species by the silvery colouring of the plumes that adorn the sides <if 
ihu head ; which in P.aurUttt are deep chestnut.'' 
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2. Pcnjirr.w bollundii. Oxny el fruiui, 

P<«Jic«pi n JUH ^Hty»f7nin.rcy. Oo ITranit. pi. Sfl. p. 13S. 

1 oblaine*! BpccitnensfromlliiiFnlkland Isl.inds (Mareli), wbere it was common 
at the bend of tie tortnoiis bays wliich intersect tliose islands ; from a fresh water 
lake near the Strait of Magellan (February); audfrom tlio eastern coast of'Chiloe. 
Tho male and female have the same plumage. Iris of a fine red colour. Mr. 
Gould adds that, *' this species uppears to b« as nearly related to the Pot/iccjis 
coiButui, as the preceding species is to /’. oartfar, but ia readily distiiigiiishahte 
from it, by the white spot in the centre of the tuft of feathers that spring from the 
aides of tlie face. " 



3. PoDicaps Ckilensis. franNOt. 

I.C iTiifM Boreu, .Sj«rn,}Io, W5. 

This speelcnen was procured in a frcsli-wnter lake near Buenos Ayres. 
Cupt. P. King brought home specimens from the salt-water channels in Tierra 
del Fuego, where it is exces-sively numerous. It often makes a very melancholy 
cry, which soits the gloomy climate of those desolate shores. 

SpRENISCL'S ili'uani.DTTt. iViyeH. 

BpM!icMHim<l»ildtii,iV<7m. Xov. Act .tout. Cm. I«op. Car. NM. Our. ISSi, 110. [>1. ZI. 

My Specimen was obtained near Valparaiso. Meyen, who first described 
this bird, procured it from the coast of Peru. 

Pl'FflNUS CINEtlEUS. SltpA. 

PnHimi9 cfBeiv<M, Cwc. Zool.iffl.p. SZt. 

This bird frequents the seas on the whole coast of South America. 1 
ubtuiued specimens from Tierra del Fuego. Cbiloe, the mouth of the Plata, aud Cal- 
lao Bay on the coast of Peru. It is likewise known to be common in the Northern 
Heinisplu rc; this species, therefore, has a most extensive range, It generally 
frequents the retired inland sounds in very large flocks ; although, occasionally, 
two or three may he seen emt at sea. I do not think I ever saw so many birds of 
niiy other sort together, as I once saw of tliese petrels, behind the Island of 
rbiloe. Hundreds of thousands (lew in an irregular line, for several hours in one 
direction. Wlien port of the flock settled on the water, the surface was blackened; 
Bod a cackling noise proceeded from them, as of human beings talking in the 
distutice, At this lime, the water was in putts coloured by clouds of small 
Crustacea. The iiilmbitants of Chiloe told me tlint this petrel was very irregular 



ZOOLOGY OF THE VOY-AOE OF THE BEAGLE, 
ill its rnoveiDcnts ; — sometimes they appenird in vast numbers, and on the next 
day not one was to be seen. At Port Famine, every morning and evening, a long 
band of these birds eontiiiued to fly with extreniB rapidity, up and down the 
central parts of the channel, close to the surface of the water. Their flight was 
direct and vigorous, and they seldom glided with extended wings in gruceful 
curves, like most other members of this fumily. Occasionally, they settled for n 
short lime on the water ; and they thus remniiied at rest during nearly the whole 
of the middle of the day. When flying backwards and forwards, at a 
distance from the shore, they evidently were fishing ; but it was rare to see them 
sebe any prey. They are very wary, aud seldom approach within gun-shot of a 
bout or of a sbip; — a diepasition strikingly diOerunt from that of most of the otlier 
species. The stomach of one, killed near Port Famine, was distended with seven 
pruwu-Iike crutis, and a small flsh. In another, killed oIT the Plata, there was 
the beak of a small cuttle-fish. I observed that these birds, when only slightly 
wingexl, were quite incapable of diving. There is uo difl'erence in the plumage of 
the seses. The web between tlie inner toes, with the exception of the margin, is 
•' reddisli-lilac-purple the rest being hlackisL. Legs and half of the lower man- 
dible blackish purple. From accounts which I have received, the individuals of 
this species, which live in the Northern Hemisphere, appear to have exactly 
the suiuE habits as those above described. 



I. PELKCANOinSi DERARni. (i.li.Grog. 






This bird is common in the deep and quiet creeks and inland seas of Tierra 
del Fuego, iind ou the west coast of Patagonia, as far north as the Chonos 
Archipelago. 1 never saw but one in the open sea, and that was between Tierra 
del Fuego aud the Falkland Islands, This bird is a complete anlc in its habits, 
although from its structure it must be classed with the Petrels. To thelatcer Mr. 
Gould informs me, its aflinity is clearly shewn by the ttarm of its beak aud 
nostrils, length of foot, and even by the general coiooriog of its plumage. To the 
auks it is related in the general form of its body, its short wings, shape of tail, 
and absence of hind-toe to the foot. When seen from a distance ond undisturbed, 
it woidd utmost certainly be mistaken, from its manner of swimming and frequent 
diving, for a grebe. When approached in a bout, it generally dives to a distance, 
and on coming to the surface, with tlic sume movement takes flight : having flown 
some way, it drops like a stone on the water, as if struck dead, and instan- 
taneously dives again. No one seeing this bird for the first time, thus diving 
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like a grebe and flying in a straight line hy the rapid moTemciit of its short wings 
like an auk. wonld be willing to believe that it was a member of the family 
of petrels ; — the greater number of which are eminently pehigic in their hahits, 
do nut dive, and whose flight is usually most graceful and continuous. I 
obserrwl at I’oit Famine, that these birds, in the evening, sometimes flew in 
straight lines from one part of the sound to another; but daring the day. 
they scarcely ever. I believe, take wing, if undisturbed. They are not very wild : 
if they had been so, fiom their habit of diving and flying, it would have been 
extremely dilficult to have procured a specimen. The legs of this bird nro of a 
“ flax-flower blue." 



2. Pelecanoidks Gabnotii. O. R. Gray. 

FuffiuariA GuuotH, Irjtt. Voy. da rOoqn. pU dC. 

FNiMlIiria nmalrix. (im. f 

My specimen was obtained at Iquique (lat. 20" 12'). on the coast of Peru. 
M. Lesson, who first described this species, says (Manuel d'Oniitliologie, vol. ii. 
p. 304.), “ Le pu,ffiuarf de Oanot liabite par grandes troupes le long des critea dn 
Perou. 11 vole m4diocremcut bicn, d'uno mnniJre pr^cipito© et en rasant la 
mer ; muis il prf'lbre se tenir eu ropus sur la surface dea eatix, et plunge Ires 
frequemment Ala monu'rodss grbbes, sans doute pour saisir les petits poissoiis 
qui forment sa piture." Ao anatomical description of tliis bird is there given. 

I. Frocellaria uiuantea. Otnel. 

This bird, which is called by the English, “ Nelly," and by the Spauiards, 
•■Qiiebranta-huesos.” (properly an osprey,) is common in the southern latitudes of 
South America. Il frequents both the iuland sounds, and tlio open ocean far 
from tire coast. It oAcn settles and reals on the water. The Nelly, in its flight 
Slid general appearance on the wing, has many points of resemblance with the 
Albatross ; but, ns in the cose of that bird, it is in vain to attempt observing on 
wlial it feeds ; both seem to hunt the waters for days togetlrer, in sweeping 
circles, with no success. In tlie alomacti, liowevcr, of one whicli I opened, there 
was the beok of a large cuttle-fish. The Nelly, moreover, is a bird of prey : it was 
observed at Port St. Antonio, fay some of the officers of the Beagle, to kill a diver. 
Tire latter tried to escape, both by diving and flying, hut was continually struck 
down, uod at last was killed by a blow ou its head. At Port St. Julian, also, 
tlicse great petrels wore seen killing nnd devouring young gulls, The Nelly breeds 
no eeveral of the small islands off tho coast of Patagonia ; for instance. Sea- Lion 
Island, in the mouth of the Santa Cruz, Most other species of the family retire 
fertile purpose of breeding to tbc Antarctic Islauds. 
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I liave oftun observed in tlic soutbeni seas, a bird similar in every respect to tbe 
Nelly, excepting iu ha plumage, bcuig of a much more intense black, and its bill 
rullicr whiter. I procured a Bpetimen thus coloured, at Port Puinilic, and had 
concluded tllat it was a distinct species, until Mr. Low, (an excellent practical 
observer, long acquainted during his sealing voyages with the productions of 
these seas,) assured me that lie positively knew, that tliese black varieties were 
the one-year-old birds of the coumion greyish black Nelly. 

S. PaocELLAitiA OLACiALoinss. A, Umit/i. 

ProcctlanA EtbriAloidflA, A, lUnat. erf ZooLota. AfricK, Avee, pL dl. 

I saw this petrel on both sides of the Continent south of lat, 30°; but seldom 
more than two or three together, I am informed that it arrives in Georgia in 
September for the purpose of breeding, and tliat it lays its eggs in holes in the 
precipices overhanging the sea. On the approach of winter it is said to retire 
from that island. My specimen was caught m the Bay of St. Mathias (lat. 4.'5®S.) 
by a line and bent pin, bailed with a small piece of pork; the same ineuns by 
wliich the Pintado (Dnpl. Capeusis)ia so easily caught. It is a tame, sociable, and 
silent bird; and often settles on tlie water:wheu thus resting it might from a dis- 
tance be mistaken, owing to the geoeral colour of its plumac-e, for a gull. One or 
two often approached close to the stern of the Beagle, and mingled with the 
Pintados, the consUiDt attcnilantscn vessels traversing these southern seas. 

Caption Capensis. Siep/i. 

PruceltoriA ('Apeneo, Lin*. i. 21 S. 

This petrel is extremely numerous over the whole southern ocean, south of the 
Tropic of Capricorn. Un the coast, however, of Peru, 1 saw them in lat, from IS° to 17° 
S., which is considerably fartlier north than they are found on the shores of Brazil. 
Cook, iu sailing south in the meridian of New Zealand, firnt met this bird 
iu lai. 43° Stf. The Pintados slightly differ in some of their habits from 
llie lest of their cougeners, but, perliaps, approacli in this respect nearest to 
P. glueialoUies. They are very tame aud sociable, aud follow vessels nuvigatiDg 
these seas for many days together : when the ship is hecalmed, or is moving slowly, 
they often alight on the surface uf the water, aud in doing this lltey expand their 
tails like a &n. 1 think they always take their food, when thus swimming. 
When offal U thrown overboard, they frequently dive to the depth of a foot or two. 
They are very apt to quarrel over their food, and they then utter many harsh but 
not loud cries. Their flight is uol rapid, bat extremely elegant ; and as these 
prettily uioLllcd birds skioi the surface of the water iu graceful curves, constantly 
following the vessel as she drives onward iu her course, they uftbrd a spectacle 
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w'liich is Ijclic-iil by every onewilli iolerest. .Allliongli often spending the trhole 
day on the wing, yet on a fine moonlight night, I liave repeatedly seen tliese birds 
following the wnke of the vessel, with their usual graceful evolutions. I nm 
informed that the Pintado arrives In Georgia for the purpose of breeding, ami 
leaves it, at the same time with the P. ghicialoide!. The sculcrs do not know 
any other island in the Antortlic ocean excepting Georgia, wbere these two birds 
(as well as the Thalanidromu occamca) resort to breed. 

ThalassiuboMA OCBSMCA. Bouap. 

Thitiajdronii uwmom, EmKop. Juuru. Aiai. N»i. aoien, l‘liilii4»lpUi», vol. iu. p. Sao. 

Prontkriu OMuicA, Ariltr. 

T obtained this binl at Maldonado, near the iiioulh of the Plata, where it was 
blown on shore by a gale of wind. These birds, ul though seemiag to prefer on most 
occasions the open ocean, and to be most active, walking with their wings 
expanded on the crest of the waves, when the gale is heaviest, yet sometimes visit 
quiet harbours, in considcmble numbers. At Bahia Blauca I saw many, when 
there was nothing in the weather to explain their appearuiicc. I was informed 
by a sealer, that they build in holes on the sea cliffs of Georgia, where they arrive 
very regularly in itie month of September. No other place is known to be 
frequented, by them for the purpose of breeding. 

PiiiON viTTATfS. Cmc. 

PrACeUanA ViUAtA, Otfutm. SyaL i, SSO. 

I did not procure a specimen of this bird, ullhougb 1 saw niimliers on both 
sides of the Continent from about Int. 3S° 8. to Cape Horn. It is a wild solitary 
bird, appears always to be on tlic wing : flight extremely rapid. Mr. Stokes 
(Assistant surveyor of the Beogle) informs me that they build in great numbers nu 
Landfall Island, on the west coast of Tierra del Fuego. Their burrows are about 
a yard deep: they are excavated on the hill-sides, at a distance even of 
half a mile from the sea shore. If a person stamps on the ground over their 
neats, many fly out of the same hole. Mr. Stokes says the eggs arc white, 
elongated, and of the size of those of n pigeon. 

I. Larl-8 SCLICINQSVS. Gould. 

L. Mas. eorpvre loto obscuri pliaibeo-griseo. legiuimlms caudet sj^rim-ibus iiiferiori- 
frwijM pnllidioribas ; roitro bast l ubro, apicc nigro ; jiedibtis nigrit. 
lA»g. t«. ISlnnc.j nte.iaj: raw*., (I : Wrri, SJ ; fwiri 8f- 
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TLc! whole of the plumage deep Injiden-grcy ; the upper and under tail forerts 
being lightest ; bill red at the base, black ut tlie lip ; feet black. 

Habitat, (Salapagos ArrUipelago {Octobtr). 

This species of gull has many chnractera in common with the Zni-us hremato- 
rhj/Hchtii of King, from the conduent of S. Ametico; hot may at once be dislin- 
guisLec] from it by the general extreme ilnskinesa of its plumage, feet, tarsi, and 
bill ; and by tlie more elongated form of the latter. My specimen was killed at 
James Island. I observed nothing particnlor iii its liabits. It is the only species 
of gull fretjuenling this Archipelago. 



2. I.ARUS inMATOBHtncHtis. King. 

^ ^ SM. ItL o™. p. IK. 

This bird was killed ut Port St. Julian on Uic coast of Patagouiu. Beak 
(when fresh killed) of a pale “ arterial blood rod," legs Termilion red.’’ 

3. I.Anns DOMiNicAxus. IakIiI. 

T^nu ^omhiicuQe, Licht. Ost, SS, sp, BVl. 

Grrailfl Mnoflttf., Arsru, Ko. 

Tills gull abounds in flocks on the Pampas, sometimes even as much as fifty 
and sixty miles inland. Near Buenos Ayres, and at Bahia Blanca, it ntteuds 
the slangfilering-houses. and feeds, together with the Polybori and Calhartes, on 
the garbage and offal. The noise which it utters ia very like that of the common 
Hnglish gull {Lnrun enum, Linn.) 

Xkha iCuBOlCOCEPHALVS) ClgBOOBPHALlM. G. R. Grv^. 

MoHottc Aarni, (To. SIS. 

This species so closely resembles the A'emo Tulihiaulmn, Boi^, that Mr- Gould 
observes, he should have hardly rentureil to have characterized it as distinct; 
bill as M. Vicillot and Meyeu have deemed this necessary', be adopts their view, 
I have compared n suite of specimens, which I procured from the Rio Plata, the 
coast of Patagonia, and the Straits of Magellan, with several speciraciiB of llie 
Xtma riiUlmiuium ; the only difference uhicli appears to me constant, is that the 
primaries of the A’, drrocrjihalaiu, in llie adult winter plumage, both of male and 
female, are tipped with a white spot (a character common to some other species), 
whereas in the A'. the points are black. Tlie beak of the latter species, 
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rspecially the lower nioiidible, is also a littio less strong, or high in proportion to 
ils length, lu the iuminturo stage, I could pcrceire no dilference whatever in the 
plamage of these birds. Tlie proportional quantity of black and white in the 
primaries, given by Me yeu as the essential chararler, varies in the different states 
ofplumage. The spcriuiens described by this aulhoi were procured from Cliile.* 
The soks of the feel of my specimens were coloured, deep “ reddish orange, " 
and tlic bill dull " arterial blood-red " of Werner's aomctjcloture. 

I]i iho plains south of Buenos Ayres I saw some of these birds far inland, 
and 1 was told that they bred iu the marshes. It is well known that the black- 
headed gull ridi6un(iiim), which we have seen comes so near the X. eirruce- 

phalxm, frequents the inland marshes to breed. It appears to me a very inter- 
esting circumstance thus to find birds of two clnsoly allied species preserving the 
same peculiarities of habits iu Europe and in the wide plains of S. America. 
Kear Buenos Ayres lliU gull as well as the L. domiHicanus sometimes attends 
the slaughter-houses to pick up bits of meat. 

RHYSCHons jjioa*. Limt. 

I saw this bin! Imth on tlie East and West const of South America, between 
latitudes 30“ and 45°. It frequents cither freslx or sidt water. Near Maldoimdo 
(in Muy), on the borders of a lake, whicb bad been nearly drained, aud wliich 
in consequence swarmed with smnll fry, 1 watched many of tlieso birds flying 
backwards and forwards for boure together, close to its surface. They kept their 
bills wide open, and with the lower mandible half buried in the water. Thus 
skimming the surface, generally in small flocks, they ploughed it in their course ; 
the water was qnite smooth, and it formed a most curious spectacle, to behold a 
flock, each bird leaving its narrow wake on the mirror-like surface. In ibeir 
flight they often twisted about with extreme rapidity, and so dexterously managed, 
that they ploughed up smiill fish with tlieir projecting lower inaudihles, and 
secured tf.cm with the upper half of thoir scissor-like bills. This fact I repeatedly 
witnessed, us, like swallows, they conlinuetl to fly backwards aud forwards, close 
before me. Occasionally, when leaving the surfocc of the water, tlicir flight was 
wild, irregular, and rapid ; they then also uttered loud harsli cries. When these 
birds were seen fishing. It was obvious that the length of the primary feathers 
was quite necessary in order to keop their wings dry. Wlicn tlius employed, their 
forms resemlilcd the symbol, by which many artists represent marine birds. The 
tail is uiucli used in steering their irregular course. 

These birds are common far inland, along the course of the Rio Parana ; and 

• nio Mlucaliiitv in Lvxk”'' 'vyiW P- “ '“"“'I"' B">li tiny ohuiiwJ »l Cun- 
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it is said tliey remain there during the whole year, and that they breed in die 
maTslies. During the day they rest in docks on the grassy plains, at some 
distance, from the water. Being at anclior in a sibqU vessel, in one of the deep 
creeks between tho islands in the [’arann, ns the evening drew to o close, one of 
these seiasor-henks suddenly appeared. The water was quite still, nnd many 
little fish were rising. The bird continued for a long time to skim the surface ; 
riving in its wild and irregular raatitier up and down the narrow canal, now dark 
with the growing uight and the shadows of the overhanging trees- At Monte 
Video. T observed limt large fiocks remained during the day oti the mud banks, 
at the head of tlie harbour: in the .same manner ns those which i observed on the 
grassy plains near the Parana. Every evening tliey look (light in a straight line 
seaward. From these facts, 1 snspect, that the nhyndi0|)8 frequently fishes by 
night, at which time, many of the lower animals come more abunduntly to the 
surface than during the day. I was led by these facts to speculate on the 
possibility of the hill of the Rliynchops. whicli is so pliuble, being a delicate organ 
of touch. Hut Mr. Owen, who was kind enough to examine the heud oJ' one. 
which I brought home in spirits, writes to me, (Augtist 7. 1B.17,) that — 

" The result of the dissection of the head of the HAgRcAopt, comparatively with 
that of the head of the dock, is not what you anticipated. The facial, or sensitive 
branchcf, of the fifth pair of nerves, nre very smnll ; the ihirddivisiou in particular, 
is filamentary, and 1 have not been able to trace it beyond the soft iutogument at 
the angles of the mouth. After removing with care, the thin horny covering of 
the beak, 1 cauiiot perceive any trace of those nervous expansions which are so 
remarkable iu tlie Inmelli-rostrnl aquatic birds ; and which in them supply the 
tooth-like process, and soft marginal covering of the mandibles. Nevertheless, 
when we remember how sensitive a hnir is, through the nerve situated at its 
base, though without any in its substance, it would not be safe to deny 
attogelber, a sensitive faculty in the beak of the Rhyuchups.” 

M. Lesson (Manuel d'Omithologie, vol. ii, p. has stated, Clint he lias 

seen these birds opening the shells of the Mneirm, buried io the sandbanks nn the 
coast »r Chile. From their weak bills, wilb the lower mandible so much 
produced, iboir short legs and long wings, it seems very improbable that this can 
be a geiieriil habit, altliough it may sometimes be resorted to. Wilson, who was 
well aeqiiaiiiled with this bird, does not believe “ the report of its frequenting 
oyster beds, and feediug on these fish." The existence, however, of this same 
riqMjrt in the United Stales, mnke.s the question, whether the Tlliynciiops docs not 
sometimes turn tlio peculiar structure of its beak to this purpose, worthy of further 
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VtSALVA ARANEA. G. R. Gfll’J. 

Starr* »nme», IR/r. Am, Oni. pi 7*. t 8. 

My specimen was procured at Bahia Hlonca, in Norlhem Patagonia. I may 
here observe, timt many navigators have supposed that terns, when met with out 
at sea, are a sure indication of land. Rut these birds seem not unfrequenlly to be 
lost in tlie open ocean ; tlius one {Megalopta us sMidaa) l!uw on board the Beagle 
in the Pacihe, when several hundred miles from the Galapagos Archipelago. No 
doubt, the remark made by navigators, with respect to the proximity of land where 
terns are seen, refers to birds in a dock, Ashing, or otherwise showing that they 
ate tbmiliar with tliat part of the sea. 1, theretbre, more particularly mention, 
that ofl' the moulli of the Hio Negro, on tlie Putugoniati shore, I saw a flock 
^probably tlie Viralva aranea.) fishing seventy miles from land ; and oiT the coast 
of Brazil u flock of uiiolher species, IdO from the nearest part of thecoast. The 
latter birds were in oumbers, and were busily engaged in doslung at their 
prey. 



-Meoalopterus STounus. Jioi'e. 

6tani* Itatui*. Linn. Sval. i. 237. 

My specimens were procured from the Galapagos Archipelago. It is well 
kuuwu to be an inbabitaut of the seas in the warmer latitndes over the whole 
world. The Rocks of St. Paul's, nearly under tlie equator, in theAtlaaiic ocean, 
were almost covered with the rude and simple nesis of this bird, made with a few 
pieces of sea-weed. The females were sitting upon their eggs (in February), and 
by the side of many of their nests, parts of fiying-fisli were placed, 1 suppose, by 
the male bird for his partner to feed on during the labour of iuciibation. 

PbALACROCOR.VX CAEONCl-LATCS. NtiJjAcSi. 

PbalftCTKonis eaniai,-ul*tii*, Slrpii. Ouli, gtK,l. 
l^]k«a^u» eaniTiCTilntTia, Gm. Syit, i. 67S. 

PlialAciciconx uni>emdia, A'iny, Ttoot. Froe. voL i.pt. 1. 3D. 

I procured a specimen of this birii at Port St. Julian, on the coast of 
Patagonia, where, during January, many were building. I merely mention it 
here, for the puriwse of describing llie singularly bright colours of the naked skin 
about its head. Skin round the eyes “ campanula blue cockles at the base of 
the upper mandible. '• saffron mixed with gamboge-yellow." Marks between the 
eye and the cornet of the mouth, “ orpimout orange tarsi scarlet. 
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Freoata Aquila. CW. 

PcIocAniui Arjnllus, Lntt. 

I had au opportunity, at the Galapagos Archipelago, of watching, on several 
occasions, the habits of this bird, which are very interesting in relation to its 
peculiar structure. The Frigate bird, when it sees any object on the surface of 
the water, descends from a great height, in an inclined plane, heud foremost, with 
the swiftness of an arrow ; and at the iuataut of seizing with its long beak and 
outstretebed ucck. the floating morsel, it turns upwards, with extraordinary dejc- 
lerity, by the aid of its forked tail, and long, powerful wings. It never touches 
the water with its wings, or even with Us feci ; indeed I have never heard of one 
having been seen on the surface of the sea ; and it appears that the deeply 
indented web between its toes is of no more use to it, than are the shrivelled wings 
benealb the wing-cases of some coleopterous beetles. The Frigate bird has a 
noble appearance when seen soaring in a flock at a stupendous height (at which 
time it merits the name of the Condor of the ocean), or when many together are 
dashing, in complicated evolutions, but with (lie most admirable skill, at the same 
floating object. Tbcy seem to scorn to take their food quietly, for between each 
descent they raise themselves on high, and descend ngaiii with a swift and true 
aim. If the object (such as offal thrown overboard) sink mure than six or eight 
inches beneath the surface, it is lost to the Frigate bird. I was infonned at 
Ascension, that when the little turtles break through their shells, and run to the 
water's edge, these birds attend in numbers, utid pick up the little animals (being 
thus very injurious to the turtle fishery) off the sand, in the some manner as they 
would from the sea. 
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Anatomical descripliou of ScrpopAaga allmcoroHata, I'nnuvitu amiculariiif, L’ppu- 
calhia dumutoria, OptiiorAynckus vtdgafis, O. anlurcticus, O. Palagoaient, 
PUroploehiis Tantii, P. alhicolla, HyHallaxU malaToidu, PAyMomu ram, 
7>oeAi7«i gpgai, TinorUama rKmjcioorw.* 



SERPOPHAGA ALBOCORONATA. Gtmii. (Male.) 

Tongce pointed, fuinishcd with a few ehopt briatJes at the aidea near the baae. Trachea witJi the 
aame uiusclee as among the warblera generally. JEsopbagua aligbtJy fnnnel-abaped ; proven* 
tricaluB much expaDdetl at ite entrance into the gizzard, which ia rounded, not very muscular, 
inner coat slightly hardened, emooth, Inteatiue of moderate size, fiimished with two rodi- 
mentary cwcn. 




• I la aiiwa ladetUaC ti Mr. E;l~ IwIbiM illeWTadiioi, •rlOefc (nntlr Ida U UierilK at the pnirlra daKripUuu 
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FURNABIUS CUNlCULARlirS. G. R. Gray. (Male.) 

Tongue, bnche*, and ssopbagus, as in UppucmMa. Provenlriculoa longer, and alighiJy contracted 
«t its entrance into tlie gmard, which is large, flatlenud, and inuscidar, inore rounded then in 
(^/iV/iysciM. lined with a rngose hardened coal, and filled with small aeede, and tie remaina 
of insects ; iutosCines of small diameter, and forniahed with two rudiroentary cmca. 






Sternum of nearly eciual hreadth, both poeteriorly and anteriorly, but much narrowed in the 
middle, the portion to which the ribs are attached much elongated beyond their junction ; 
posterior margio liirnished with two deep fissures, slightly narrowed at their eail ; heel deep, 
slightly rounded on its infitrioi edge, and much scolloped out anteriorly ; pclvk brood and short, 
the os pubis projecting lar bacltwards; the ischium terminating postorioKy in an acute process. 

Os furcatlim tbio, much arched, furnished with a daltened relleaed pronass at its junction with the 
etemum ; the poinm of the rami bent forwards at thdr jooction with the eoracoids. 

Coracoids of moderate sne and leogth, ioserted deeply ioto the storaum ; scapula of moderate site, 
broader near the catremity. 
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CPPCCEaTHIA DUMETORIA. Gtoff.i-D'Orh. (Female.) 
foogue short, compared with the length of the bill, pointeil, aitned with a few spines at the base ; 
trachea of rnodcratc site, acted upon by oufl [mir of ateruo-truciieal mosetes, which go off to 
the sternam, aboot.^ofan inch above lha inferior luryiix; from the opperriog of the brodchim 
on each side, a process proceeds upwaids to the ]Knut from which the muscles diveige, to 
which point only the rings of die trachea are continued, two apaecs therefore, one on the 
anterior, the other on the posterior side of the trachea, immediately above the fanmehita, are 
lefl devoid of osseous matter, being bounded laterally by tbe process above mentioned, infenorly 
by the upper rings of the broiichiu!, uud superiorly by the lower ting of the traehea, vrhich is 
slightly enlarged ; aesojibaguB small, abgbtly dilated a littls above the provontriculus, which 
is of motlcrnta site, and not contracted before eotaring tbe gizzard ; gizzard large, oval, very 
muscular, inner coat hardened, deeply furrowed longiludirtally, and filled with the remains of 
insects i iiilostinal canal of moderate size, without ccca; rectum very slightly eolarged ; 
liver biUrbed. 
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OPETIORlIYNCeUS Vin.GARIS. Gray. 

The slnicture of the parts, both in this species of Opetwrkynehu, and the two following 
ones, so closely lesemhle that of JVraarins and Uppuetrtkia, that one description will almost serre 
for the whole ; those dUTerences that do exist being not more than are generally found in species of 
the same geons; the external characters also being slight, I cannot but donbt the propriety of 
separating them ; the cnca axe slightly dereloped in this apecies, measaring Inch in length. 




OPETIORHYNCHU8 ANTARCTICtiS. G. E. Gray. (Male.) 

Siructiiro of the soft parts as in 0. eulgaris, but with the rectum of lalhec larger diimeter, an 
cteca vary minute ; gitsard dlled with the remains of insects. 

UostS rir tMspbasni, IneloStBS premtrieetoi 8) I fireadtbirfsLBBnl 
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OPE'l'lORHYNCHUS PATAGOSICTS. O. R. Gray. 

No diffemice in tht! structure uf the soil parts from the oUier species of the ^us before spoken of. 
The trachai, bunever, does not difTer from the ordinsrj simple form fonnil in most birds, but 
difiers tramO. vefyorisiuid G. autcrelins, in having the lower rings condsued to thehroochiK 




Remarks :^the hist five species approueb so nearly, tbst 1 doubt the propriety of separating 
them geiiericELUy. me sueieioas are ouiy cisiiciguishable with the euception of the form of Oiu 



PTEROPTOCHOS TARZS'II. G.B.Ony. (Female.) 

Tongue pointed, ermed with two atrong hternl spines, and a few iatermediate smaller ones at the 
bate; cesaphsgas largest at the upper extretnity, end gradually becoming smaller towards the 
proreatriculus ; no vestige of ■ craw ; provuutriculus of moderate else, not much cootracted 
towards the gitzard, which is also of moderate size, and much flattened ; not very miucclar, 
and liued with a hardened coat, rugose lougitcdinoily; the giasard wos filled with small 
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pebbles, end e come black powder, probably Ibe remains of insEcts ; intestJEd canal iraall : 
ceca rudimcnlal; rectum large, bccouiiiig more expanded towards the cloaca, which is also 
large j trachea of equal diameter thronglioat, himished with one pdr of steroo'tracboal 
muscles, a portion of each of which is cootinued downwards to tlie upper rings of the brormbim, 
on which it expands ; lirer two-lobed. 




The pelvis end ribs of Ihis bird were much damaged ; sternum of equal breadth posteriorly and 
anteriorly, sbghtly contiucted on its lateral edge, near the middle indented on its poRtener 
margin with four deep fissures, the outer ones loigest; a lerge triangular process projecting 
forwards between the junctions of the comcoids, bifid at the apex ; the corscoids ihemKiTes 
very stroi^ly articulateil to the sternum, the sides of the sternum to which the riba are arti> 
culatod projecting in the form of a process far beyond the junction of the coracoids ; (he 
sternal keel is narrow, and has its edge straight; (he coracoids are long, thio, with very 
slight external lateral processes at their junction with the sternum; os furcatuni very thin, 
roundish, a very slight process on the point at which it approaches nearest to the stemiiui, very 
slightly arched. 

Scapula broad, flattened, much widened at about onc'tlnrd of its length from the tiimlsr extremity ; 
wing booes short, and weak ; leg bonos long, and strong; the fibula mucli developed. 
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PTEROTOCIIOS ALBICOLLIS. Sitll. (Male.) 

Trachea, loogus, cesophagus, gixxard, and liver of the same form as in PC^rotocho* Tersii, Tlie 



Is of the gbtard also did not difier. 






I 



Only tba body, after skinning, of ths species, was bronght home fay Mr. Darwin. 

The akeletun of this species does not differ in anything bnt admeasaremenla from that of 
Plmlonkoi Tarnii; the pelvis, however, being so much damaged in that species, that I was not 

Pelvis of moderate sixe; the ossa pubis and isebiom much expanded, and elongated posteriorly, and 
placed nearly perpendicular to tfae plane of the ilium, ischiatie feramina large; two large 
processes arise on the iliiiin on each side of the junction uf the caudal vertefarm for Itie attach- 
ment of the levalor muscles uf the tail. 



Darwin Online: Bv oermlsBlon of the Trustees of the Natural Hlstorv Museum f London) 
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Remarks: — Both this and the foregoing bird are most curious ; it is difficult to sa; id whal 
order they ought to be pisced, tbc cstemni fono being er^nally smlnguous with the lolemoi 
structure. 

The digestire orgsris nearly agree with that of monv iosessorisi birds; the pelvis also approaches 
oearJy in form to that of the thrush ; the sternum, however, diSers oltr^etber from any rcmi found 
in that order, and Is precisely that of a Piau. The coracoids are lengthened ; the os fumatum is 
furoiebed with only a slight process where it approaches the sternum, in whkh particulars, also iu 
the form of the ribs, it egrees with the J’irirf®. 

Haring found the IntemaJ atructnre so curious, and so contrary to what I expected, I was led 
to examine the external more minutely than I had before done. The some form of claw is found 
in several spedes acuoog the cuckooe, in the geons Pefo^rAifas, fur instance ; the two m:U:r toes 
nre zygodoctyle, being united together as fat os the Bret joint ; the bill, nt liist sight, might he 
taken for that of a gnlUnoceous bird j but iu searching among the onler Scossorss, for some rescin- 
blooce, I fiud the some structure iu several of the cuckoo family, with the exception of the ooilriis 
being nearer to the apex of the bill in PferorocAns. The Australian genus A/nnimn is, probably, 
allied to this, but differs in (ho stnicturo of the nostrils.* 

8YTJALLAXIS MALUROIDES. iJ’OrS. (Female.) 

Tongue pointed, furnished at the base with two strong spines, the sides of which are armed with 
smaller ones ; trachea, (esophagus, and proveittriculus as inPurwnriur and C'ffkeer/Aia ; girxnrd 
rounded, not very muscnlar. Hoed with a slightly hardened emooth coat, aud filled with the 
remains of insects ; iutestinal canal of moderate size and length, furnished with two rudimentary 



SPMdUieraina A 



Ttie parts of the skeleton of this bird which I was able to preserra, were more closely allied 
to the coirespooding ones of Troglodytes than to those of any other geons io my posession, but 
diffisr io the following particulars: the lateral processes of the sternum bounding the posterior 
fissures are not so much expanded, eousequetiLly the fissures themselves are smaller; the keel is 
lather deeper; the portion to which the ribs are arxached does not project so tar forwards, but the 
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proarea brtwccn the coracoids is rathar laugcr ; tbc intcrocolar portion oP (bo orfinium ia also ratJirr 
brooder titan in the aboTo>iaeDtio&cd geous; the pelvis, cotacoida, and scapala agree both in 
shape and size with Troslodvtss. 

Bnsdia Bnerloiljr 

Itepcherdllw 






PHYTOTOMA BARA. Molha. 

This bird being iitjcrod about the sexual organs, I could not nscorUin the sex. Tongtie pointed, 
amiod at the base on eoali side with a flattened tricuspid spine ; tiachoa smalt, of uniform 
diameter throagbont ita whole length, acted upon by one pair of stomo-tracheal mUK'les; 
creophagns fbnnol.shuped ut the opper oxtKmilj, when distended capable of containing a 
common pencil, at its junction with the proventriculus much smaller ; prorentricnlus scarcely 
perceptible i ghoard small, consisting of little more than a thick skin, inner coat hardened j 
the entrance of the cesophagns, and the exit of the inteetine placed very neat together at the 
opper extremity of itj intestioal caual very abort, and of large diametnr, entirely devoid of 
crsca i the whole length with the gizzard and meupbagirs distended with a stiingy substance, 
reseiubiiiig eoatsa spun cotton cut ioto short lengths. 



Sternum of nearly e^oal breadth, both posteriorly snd auteriorly, moch oarrowed near the middle ; 
posterior margin oearly straight, indented with two large fissures, oarcowed at tbeir exit ; 
between tbe Joactions of the coracoids furnished with a bifid pmeesa; the portion of Iho 
Sternum to which the ribs are attached, coutinuud anteiioily beyond the junction of the 

slightly arched, fursislied with a flzltsoed process, turned inwards at the point it approaches 
the atsmum. 

Pelvis broad, and abort, narrowest anteriorly, the os pubis and ischium continued far backwards, 
heyoad tbe junction of the r^udcl vertebnr; ribs strong, and flattened; posterior process 
large ; acapuln long, broadest near tlic extiemity ; legs of moderate strength, the internal 
processes of the tibia large, and flattened ; bones of the cr 
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APPENDIX. 



Remarks : — The ekeletoD and eoR parts of this bird very nearly resemble those of the geoni 
ZoriUt but differ in their supenor siae, ao having the Ossurta on tbs postenor margin of the 
eteruum not so deep, and io the meogln itself being straigliter, the eoraeoids la^er, and io having the 
process at the end of the oe furcatLim approachiog tbe elernum STOoller than lo that genus. The 
ribs also are stronger. 



TROCHIl-l.lS GIGAS, Wriif. (Male.) 

Tongue bifid, each divisicin poiated; Lyoiils very long, in their position resembliog those in the 
Picida; trachea of uniform diameter; destitute of muscles of voice; bronchia very long; 
msopbague funnel-shaped, slightly contracted on approaching the praventriculus, which is 
snrull, and scarcely pcrooptible; gizzard smal), moderatsly muscular, the inner coat slightly 
hardened, and filled with tbe remuns of Insects ; intesthre largest near tbe gizzard; 1 could 
not perceive a vestige of cmco. 




tltemnm with the keel very deep, Ua edge rounded, and projeefing ruitcriorly; postErior margin 
roGTidcd, and dstitoUi of indanlalioD or fissure; tbs ridgea to which the pectoral muscles 
have their attachment, large and promment, the horizontal portion much irarrowed anteriorly, 
consequently the JunctiooB of the coraemds are very near together. 

Pelvia short, very broad ; oe pubia long, curved upwards at the extremities, projecting far down- 
wards, and posteriorly beyond the termination of the candal rertebne ; tlie ischiatie fotsmen 
small, and linear ; femora ptaced far backwards ; coracoids short, very strong, their extretnitioa 
much diverging ; os furcatuen short, slightly srehed near tbe eitremitics of the Tami, which are 
far apart, fumiahed with only a email prouesi on its approach to tbe sternum ; scapula flaliened, 
long, broadest near the extremity; humerua, radios, and ulna short, the metacarpal bourrs 
longer than either ; the former fumiahed with ridges much elrwated for the attachment of the 
pectoral muscles ; caudal and doraal vertebra with the transverse processes long, and ex- 
panded 4 cranium of moderate strength, the occipilaJ portion indented with two furrows, which 
|>nss over the vertex, and in which the hyoida he ; orbits large, divided by a complete bony 

septam; the lachrymal hones Inrge, canary an expansion of the hUl near tlie nostriia. 






uenl SKtn 

csaSaettED 



Remarks;— Thu skeleton of this bird does not differ in form fromthetofTreeiiVin^el/o. figured 
at page 270 of the Cyclopmdia of Anatomy and Physiology. The whole of the group are mote 
nearly allied to flssirostral birds than any oiler. 
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TINOCHORCS Rl'MICrVORL’S. ExhicL (MiJe.) 

•I'mchra ofudiroriD diaiooter, fumidied with ouc yair of ateroo-tiadiesJ muiclos.from which »few 
fibres descond on each side to the uppci rings of the broncdiia; cesophagm of lai^e diametaf 
to about half iu length, where it is furnished with a cmw, and afterwards conondad to the 
prorantriculiia; tUo craw where it ii eonoected with the tnaophagai is mttch MotrocleMflei- 

fiie frinding^rticeB hard, ecstcare in the middlo, and furnished with longitudinal grooves 
in the coatuive perti the inlettinal canal is of moderate leaglh, small next fte pnard, largeet 
at the cniraiice of the cisoa, from whence it sli^tly lepcra to the cloaca, which is small ; ca:ca 
long, of greatest dinmeler at tha oppouta extretnityto their entrance into the reelum: the 
ghiBid and tasophagns were fiUed with reede, mixed with very amaU pebbles ; liver hdobed. 




A second specimen, a femoJa, did not differ, except in sex- Skeleton light; bones in gencml thin. 

Sternum broadest posteriorly, nod indented on iU posterior mergin wiUi two large fissures; keel 
deep, its inferior edge rounded, much scolloped out anteriorly ; a moderele-siK bifid manubiial 
process between thu junction of the coracoids. 

Pelris broad, of tnodeiate length, similar to that fonnd among the genua Strqiaha. 

Os furentom much archod, fhiuished with a sinill fiattened process, where the ligament anitea it to 
thesternom; eoracoUl of moderate length, strong, furnished with a large procesa externally 
near their jnaetinn with tlio sternam; ribs Haltened, posterior procesa long, slightly curred, 
and narrow. 




Remarks. The bill of this curious bird much Tesembles that of the genua Glareela, but the 

gahioaoeous birds The structure of the tarsi, feet, and nails approach near to that of StrtpiUat, 
but differ in the latter bong sharper, nod in the scales on the feet and tarsi being more apparent. 
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APPENDIX. 



The wing hu prcciwly the saae structure u in Glartola, and some of the plovers. 

The Uil is more lengthooed than among the plovers, bnt not more so than in Glmola pra- 
limrfo, which species has, hosrevcr, the tail forked, hot sooie of the mi- ganni, as the last named 
bird, although it is not so long in them, have it in the same shape as in Tinoclumu,—aa GlartcoTa 
Avtralis. 

The structure of the digestive organa is altogether that of a gallmaceona bird ; tlio skslston, 
liowever, ^cs scniwly in any partienjar with that order, approaching closely to lliat of the 
waileia. The sternum differs from any galhtiaceous bird with which 1 am aeijuaidted, in woniitig 
entirely the strong lateral process, and in the flssqrca on thn posterior maigiii being mnch smaller; 
the nearest approach in form which I have been able to and, is that of Afneisfes, from which, if it 
were not for the soperior size of the latter, it coold scarcely he distinguished. 

The pelvis agrees so perfooUy witli that of Sirqiailbt iatoyrsr.aad the ClumidriiAi in general, 
as not to reqoire larthcr remark. 

The remainder of tbo skeleton resecablee both the plovers and saodpipere. 

I much regret that 1 have never had an opportunity of dissecting a spedineii of Glamla, to 
which the genus, TuoeAont, oppearu clossly allied, and I heliere that they wUl form a connecting 
link bulween the orders Graitatora and RaxorU' 
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